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Legislative Asspmbly

Wednesday, 10 October 1984

THE SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVITIES
Legislation: Petition

MR OLD (Katanning-Roe) [2.17 pm.]: I
present a petition which reads as follows—

The Honourable the Speaker and Members
of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament
of Woestern Australia in  Parliament
assembled.

We, the undersigned are entirely opposed
1o any legislation, legalizing homosexual acts
between consenting adults and also the lower-
ing of the age of consent from 18 to 16.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 533 signatures and [ certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: | direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 58.)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LAND RIGHTS
LEGISLATION

Committee: Ministerial Statement

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga—Premier) [2.19
p-m.]: I seek leave of the House to make a minis-
terial statement.

Leave granted.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: This statement is
prompted by a message received from the Prime
Minister only a very short time ago, hence | was
unable to give the Leader of the Opposition the
customary two hours’ notice of the statement.

Following the Government’s undertaking to set
up a committee to assist with the drafting of Abor-
iginal land legislation | am pleased to announce to
the House that the following organisations have
agreed to participate—

Pastoralists and Graziers Association
of W.A, Inc;

Primary Industry Association of W.A.
{Inc.);
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The Chamber of Mines Woestern

Australia (Inc.);
Australian Mining Industry Council;
Federal Government;
Australian Petroleum Exploration As-
sociation;
Aboriginal Lands Trust;
Aboriginal Advisory Council,

National  Aboriginal
{Observer status);

Aboriginal Legal Service (Observer
. status); and

Association of Mining & Exploration
Companies (Observer status)

Conference

The Government is waiting for confirmation with
respect to those organisations which are to attend
with obscrver status. The first mecting has already
been held and other meetings are planned and it is
hoped that the work of the committee will be
completed by mid-November.

1 am also pleased to announce that following my
discussions with the Prime Minister, the Federal
Government has agreed 1o recognise and work in
close co-operation with the Western Australian
Government in establishing common principles
which will also accommodate the different needs
and aspirations of Western Australia.

In particutar the Prime Minister has confirmed
by telex to my office today the following—

I confirm that the position of the Federal
Government, which has been conveyed to rep-
resentatives of the aboriginal community, will
not involve any conflict with the position
adopted for Western Australia of no right of
veto.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe—Leader of the Op-
position) [2.21 p.m.]: The Premier has con-
veniently received a statement from the Prime
Minister today and has conveyed it to the House
now having, as he explained, given me late notice
of his statement at 1.25 p.m.

1 do want to take the opportunity to deal with
just some of the issues arising from what the
Premier is seeking to say and the whole approach
that he is adopting.

Firstly, I want to say that the Prime Minister’s
latest statement does not, in any way, resolve the
fundamental issue. That fundamental issue is
whether Westlern Australia is to be left alone by
the Commonwealth Government to make, or not
to make, its own laws in relation to its land and
the use aof that land by the Western Australian
people. There is a very clear and distinct differ-
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ence between the Federal Labor Government and
the Federal Liberal Opposition on this matter.

The Premier has been trying desperately hard,
and for understandable political reasons, to lead
the Prime Minister step by step. Eventually, the
Premier hopes to say that the Commonwealth
Government will accept Western Australian land
rights legislation without any overriding or inter-
fering  Commonwealth legislation being
introduced in that field.

Members of the House should note carefully
that the Prime Minister has still not said that.
Although the Prime Minister appears to have
moved slightly towards the position that the
Premier wants him to reach by his telex today, he
has not reached the point where he is prepared to
say thal Western Australia’s land rights legis-
lation will not be interfered with in any way by
Commonwealth legislation and that Western
Australia will not be subject to Commonwealth
legislation in relation to land rights of any kind.

Last Friday the Premier met the Prime Minister
and they issued a joint statement. It really was not
very different from what the Prime Minister said
today. [t was clouded in uncertainties and qualifi-
cations. | will read into the record part of that
statement. It begins by saying—

The Prime Minister, the Federal Minister
for. Aboriginal Alfairs, Mr Holding, and the
Western Australian Premier, Mr Burke, met
this morning to discuss land rights and Abor-
iginal Affairs issues . ..

Mr Burke has invited the Federal Govern-
ment to nominate an officer of the Depart-
ment of Aboriginal AfTairs to participate in
the draflting of Western Australian land
rights legislation.

I ask members 10 note that we are committed by
the Premier’s words, which have been repeated
often, to land rights legislation. However, it comes
to this—

The Federal Government in accepting its
obligations at a national level for Aboriginal
land rights recognises the interests of West-
ern Australia in addressing its problems.

Now, that, of course, is a very qualified and care-
ful set of wards. I1 continued—

The Seaman Commission™s report and
recommendations, together with the Western
Australian Government’s statement of prin-
ciples, provide a valuable basis on which to
address Lhese issues in that State.

In other words, they provide a basis; they do not
provide the answer. The State Government’s pol-
icy is not regarded as Lhe answer.
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Mr Brian Burke: You must welcome the Prime
Minister’s statement that he will not be overriding
any vetoes.

Mr HASSELL: I am not finished,

Mr Brian Burke: I am talking about today's
statement.

Mr HASSELL: I will deal with that later. If the
Premier will allow me to extend my time [ am
prepared to answer his interjections.

Mr Brian Burke: My statement was brief.

Mr HASSELL: | know, and 1 am entitled to
speak on it. The Prime Minister said on Friday—

The Commonwealth remains commitied to
its constitutional responsibilities in this area.
But, in fulfilling these responsibilities the
Federal Government will acknowledge the
particular needs of Western Australia.

The last paragraph states—

The Federal Government in develaping its
legislation is concerned to establish common
principles which can also accommodate the
different needs and aspirations of the States.

Today, the Premier read us another statement. It
said—

1 confirm that the position of the Federal
Government, which has been conveyed to rep-
resentatives of the aboriginal community, will
not involve any conflict with the position
adopted for Western Australia of no right of
veto.

That tells us nothing. 1t does not tell us that the
Commonwealth will not interfere in Western
Australian land rights legislation or that the Com-
monwealth will not have overriding legislation of
any kind. It does not tell us that the decision of the
Western Australian Parliament will be accepted
as final. That is what it should tell us.

Mr Brian Burke: That will happen in a week or
two.

Mr HASSELL: Yes, [ know the Premier is
working on it night and day for his political
reasons, which | understand. However, if he is
able to get from Lhe Prime Minister a statement
that the decision of the Western Australian Par-
liament in this matter will be final—

Mr D. L. Smith: We cannot trust you to allow
anything through.

Mr HASSELL: The member has made the very
point that I have been trying to make. The diifer-
ence between the Labor Party and the Liberal
Party on this matter is that the Labor Party in
Canberra is saying that we will have land rights
legislation. It is saying thai, if Western Australia
adopts some form of land rights legislation, then,
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for the time being, at least until the election is
over, that form of legislation will be acceptable,
might be acceptable, or maybe it will be accept-
able, remembering the Commonwealth’s con-
stitutional responsibilities and so on, with 15 other
qualifications.

However, the Commonwealth is saying very
clearly also that, unless Western Australia has the
will to do so or not, unless the wishes of 78 per
cent of the Western Australian people are acceded
to or not, this Siate will be subject to land rights
legislation.

On the other hand, the Federal Liberal Oppo-
sition very clearly and distinctly——I have had it
direct from Andrew Pcacock and | have repeated
it publicly in his presence—

Mr Carr: He is a good source!

Mr HASSELL: He is a perfectly good source.
He is the leader of the party. | have it direct from
him that if the matter of tand rights is to be
determined at all, it is to be determined in the
States.

I make the point very clearly that, if the State
of Western Australia, through its Parliament, de-
cides that there shall be no land cights, what is the
Government’s position? The position of the Feder-
al Liberal Party is quite clear. 1ts policy is that the
matter is one for determination by the States.

Mr Parker: That is not what the policy says.

Mr HASSELL: The policy says precisely that,
That is the positian. The matter is one to be deter-
mined by the States. The Liberal Party is not
adopting a standover tactic as is the Hawke
Government which is saying to us that there must
be land rights in one form or another.

That is the issue the Premier would not debate
with me in the public arena. It is an issue on which
the Labor Government will not allow any advertis-
ing or pamphlets to be printed regarding the fun-
damental question of whether in lact there should
be land rights. The Opposition in this State be-
lieves there should not be ldnd rights. There are no
land rights. There are issues related to people’s
needs. Some of those people are black Aboriginals
and some are white Europeans, but they are
people who need to be treated individually and on
the basis of need, not race. That is the issue which
the Government will not debate and the issuc
which the Premier will not face up to in the public
arena. It is also an issue about which the Govern-
ment is trying to confuse the public more and
more as each day goes by—not the question of
whether we have land rights, but what form it
should take. The Opposition will not accept that.
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The question which Western Australian people
should be asking themselves is whether we should
divide this State on the basis of racial origin:
whether we should bring forward legislation that
gives special rights and privileges to one group of
people, but which are not available to another.

In the very weck in which the Government is
putting through this Parliament equal opportunity
legislation in which it seeks to outlaw all racial
discrimination, it is rushing headlong into legislat-
ive drafling in which it establishes discrimination
which has been proved in practice in the Northern
Territory 10 be a disaster of monumental pro-
portions.

Let me say to you, Mr Speaker, the Premier and
his collcagues that regardless of short-term politi-
cal interests—] acknowledge the Premier’s
interests and 1 acknowledge my own—the Oppo-
sition will not sit by and allow this State o be
divided while it is in its power to stop it. That is in
the long-term interest of Western Australia and
the Opposition stands by ithat long-term interest.

Because the Government does not understand |
will explain the issues involved. There are, in fact,
only two elements to land rights: The first element
is the right to claim land because a person is an
Aborigine. The second element is the right to hold
that land on special terms and conditions because
a person is an Aborigine, Those are the 1wo el-
ements,

If Government members asked farmers in
Esperance whether they were able to claim unoc-
cupied Crown land at Cascades, and establish
farms on that land, the answer would be, *No".
This Government has decided that that land
should not be epened up. If Government members
asked farmers in Dalwallinu, who want to claim
unoccupied Crown land east of that town whether
they can claim that land, the answer would be
“No'. Again this Government has decided that
that land should not be opened up.

However, this Government is proposing that
Aboriginal people, by reason of their
Aboriginality, should be entitled to claim that very
land, because of their racial origin. Therefore, the
first element is the right to claim land.

The second element is the right to hold that
land under special terms and conditions. That is
the other half of the story, What do those terms
relate to? They relate to restrictions on the right
of entry, restrictions on mining, special tenure,
restrictions on access by the Government, restric-
tion on the payment of rates and taxes and
execution of process and restrictions on resump-
tion, if the Northern Territory practice is followed
right through.
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Mr Pearce interjecled.

Mr HASSELL: 1 am trying 10 get 2 message
across to people such as the Minister for Edu-
cation who reluses 10 acknowledge or understand
the issue.

Mr Pearce: You do not understand it yourself.
Mr Williams: You are as thick as a brick.

Mr HASSELL:The two major elements of land
rights—the right Lo claim and the right of tenure
on special terms—involve those different elemenis.
The right to claim is based on race and the right to
hold on special terms is based on race. What the
Premier has done in his dealings with Canberra
and with the public is to take one tiny element out
of all the elements involved in half of the question;
that is, the element of the mining veto.

Mr Parker: That is not right.

Mr HASSELL: That is the only thing that the
Premier has said with any degree of clarity.

Mr Parker: The statement of principles included
all those matters.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: | know journalists who have
spent ages trying to find out what the statement of
principles means and they cannot. Furthermore,
neither do the people involved in the Premier’s
lists of participants know what the statement of
principles means. Make no mistake: They do not
know whal is involved.

Mr Parker: Which group?

Mr HASSELL: Let me make the point | am
trying to make because my time is limited. 1f the
Premier wants to extend my time 1 am prepared to
answer all the interjections; but I am not prepared
Lo use up my time in answering side issues and
then avoid the main point.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: That is what the Premier has
done. He has taken one element out of the main
issue and has substituted—

Mr Parker: That is not true.

Mr HASSELL: 1 suggest the Minister for Min-
erals and Energy go through it and get on his feet
and explain to this House what land rights legis-
lation the Government will adopt, because nobody
knows precisely from its statement of principles.

Mr Brian Burke: Send someone along to the
drafting party and you will find out.

Mr HASSELL: The Labor Party policy, both
State and Federal, reaffirms that this Government
is committed 10 tand rights on the Northern Terri-
tory model.
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Mr Parker: That is not true at all. You are
misleading the House once again.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: | am not misleading the House.
Is the member suggesting that the right 1o claim is
not an element of land rights? I[s he suggesting
that special terms and conditions in respect of
holding land are not part of land rights? Is he
suggesting that the mining veto is not the only
matter on which the Premier has made a moder-
ately clear statement?

Mr Parker: That is not true. Il is completely
unirue.

Mr HASSELL: Even the Premier’s statement
as to the right of veto is not in itself precisely clear
because the Premier has said the Aborigines are
nat 10 have a right of veto of mining on their
land—

Mr Parker: Right.

Mr HASSELL: —but, it does not necessarily
follow from that that miners and explorers will
then have an automatic right of exploration or
mining.

Mr Parker: They do not have that right in this
State.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: They still have to consider
whether they might not have 1o go through a tri-
bunal, or whether they might not have to run the
gauntlet of the highly paid American lawyers and
others hanging onto the Aboriginal movement at
the cost of the taxpayer, and take literally years to
reach a decision.

Several members interjected.
Mr Brian Burke: Thirty days.

Mr HASSELL: Is the Premier saying that the
veto will be determined by the tribunal?

Mr Brian Burke: | am not saying that; I am
saying there will be an objection period of 30 days.

Mr HASSELL: Who will the
abjection?

Mr Brian Burke: | know you have only two
minutes left, but if you send someone to the
drafting party, you will get the answers.

Mr HASSELL: I thought that producing this
plan would finally enlighten the Premier to the
extent that he would understand for the first time
the fundamental issues involved. The fundamental
issucs arc whether Aborigines should have a right
to claim land because of their Aboriginality and
whether they should have a right to hold that land
on special terms and conditions because of their
Aboriginality. We on this side of the House are
opposed to both rights. On that basis even the

determine
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Premier should be able 10 understand that the
Opposition would not make a submission to the
Seaman  inquiry  which was  making
recommendations on the form of land rights. Even
the Premier should be able to understand that the
Opposition is not prepared to take part in the
drafting of legislation which is fundamentally
based on those procedures [ have demonstrated,
which are in conflict with the policy in which we
believe.

The Prémier has received more conflusion and
more gobbledegook from the Prime Minister and
it has been done quite deliberately because this
Government is committed to land rights. It be-
lieves that by confusing the issues it can avoid
facing the people on the question of whether there
should be land rights. However, the Government
cannot avoid lacing the people because it will be
taken to the people on that issue.

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
L.eave of Absence

On metion by Mr Williams, leave of absence
granted 1o Mr Thompson for 11 weeks on the
ground of ill health.

BILLS (4): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING
1. Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Brian

Burke {(Premier), and read a first time.
2. Mines Regulation Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Parker
(Minister for Minerals and Energy),
and read a first time.

3. Bee Indusiry Compensation Amendment
Bill.
4. Beekeepers Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Evans
{Minister for Agriculture), and read a
first time.

GRAIN MARKETING AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed from 20 September.

MR OLD (Katanning-Roe) [2.45 p.m.]:
Although this amendment is small as far as the
Acl is concerned, it is very important to the indus-
try. The Opposition has studied the amendment
closcly and belicves it is a desirable amendment to
the Grain Marketing Act. It will make the mar-
keting of grain easier for the Grain Pool than it
has been in the past because it will give betler
accessibility 1o finance.
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Under the Act previously the only avenue of
finance that would attract a Government guaran-
tee was the Reserve Bank. | know that the Reserve
Bank at times was not terribly enthusiastic about
making the finance available because this type of
trading does not come within the province of that
bank. However, in the past it has provided a
valuable service to the Grain Pool and it should be
put on record that the industry appreciates the
assistance given by the Reserve Bank in providing
finance for the marketing operation.

However, the interest rate levied by the Reserve
Bank was greater than that which was available in
other States to other grain marketing authorities.
Therefore, the grain marketing authority in West-
ern Australia made it known that it would like
access to private banking services and, if necess-
ary, overseas banking facilities. This amendment
covers that.

The Grain Pool will still be able to attract a
Government guarantee for the prescribed
grains—barley and lupins—but will not be able 10
do so for non-prescribed grains, such as oats. This
has always been the case. The Grain Pool will also
be able to go into the money market and raise
money either by promissory notes, pledging secur-
ity or by Government guarantee. The Grain Pool
will decide how it wishes L0 raise money.

There has been some conjecture about the oper-
ations of the Grain Pool and its financial arrange-
ments. In The Western Mail recently Tim
Treadgold made some remarks on this subject
under the headline “WA harvest jitters—Grain
Pool sweats on State loan guarantees”. The impli-
cation was that the Grain Pool had already gone
ahead and received a Government guarantee. [
understand that such is not the case. The Grain
Pool certainly has made preliminary investi-
gations—and I believe it is quite within its charter
and rights to do so—as to the availability of
finance from various sources in anticipation of this
Bill being passed by the Parliament of Western
Australia. As the harvest, if not already under way
in the northern part of the Siate, will certainly be
slarting very soon, | believe that was a necessary
step for the Grain Pool 1o take. It must be ready to
pay first advances and, therefore, | believe it has
taken an appropriate course of action in making
preliminary arrangements.

The grain that is not prescribed, to wit, oats,
does not carry a Government guarantee and that
situation should be clarified. The Grain Pool pur-
chases warrants from growers who deliver oats to
Co-operative Bulk Handling Lid. and when it has
received sufficient oats for its requirements it
fullils orders. It pays those warrants by raising
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money against the warrants as grain is delivered
and drawn from.

That again is a perfectly legitimate operation,
one with which | feel people interested in the in-
dustry would go along. There is a provision in
section 36 of the Act which allows the Treasury to
place conditions upon the Grain Pool when
granting a Government guarantee. This is again
quite proper, because it is in the interests of the
taxpayers of Western Australia who are backing
that guarantee.

Although no great restraints have ever been put
upon the Grain Pool as far as fees for services are
concerned, my undersianding is that in the future
possibly some fee will be charged to the Grain
Pool for the accommodation provided by the
Treasury. This is a very proper action and one
which would be expected in a fully commercial
operation. When the Grain Pool was restructured
and the new Grain Marketing Act was enacted,
the idea was 10 make it a truly commercial struc-
ture to give the Grain Pool more latitude in its
operation, and subsequently to benefit the grain
growers of this State.

In conclusion '] would like to say that | believe
the activities of the Grain Pool are to be
commended. The elected members and those
appointed by the Government apply themselves
diligenuly to the task they have; that is, to market
the coarse grains of Western Australia. This is a
grower organisation which sets a very good stan-
dard in marketing, one which is competitive world
wide and one which acquits itsell very well. The
Oppasition supports the Bill.

MR COWAN (Merredin) [2.53 p.m.]: The
National Party supports this legislation. It is im-
perative that the Grain Pool be given right of
access to the same finance as most of the other
bodies with which it is competing for a share of
financial resources.

When we 1alk about funding the Grain Pool, we
must realise that its needs are fairly great, and
sometimes when money is in short supply it is very
necessary for the Grain Pool to be able to look at
all avenues where it can obtain funds in order to
distribute them to growers. The National Party
supports the Bill.

MR EVANS (Warren—Minister for
Agriculture) [2.54 p.m.]): | thank both members
for their support of this Bill. | think all members
will agree that this is one measure which should be
supported. 1L is also a measure | am anxious to see
passed through both Chambers to enable the
Grain Pool to arrange its finances. There is a
degree of urgency about this.
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The several points which may have needed an
explanation no longer do, because they were
touched upon particularly by the member for
Katanning-Roe. The fee for accommodation by
Treasury is part and parcel of i1. [t will come back
to the discretion of the Treasury as 10 whether a
fee should be raised and how much should be
charged. The point made about prescribed grains
and non-prescribed grains certainly clarifies that
issue.

The only matter I wish to mention is the word-
ing used in the Bill, which is similar to that
provided for other organisations such as the State
Energy Commission. There should be no difficulty
with the terminology.

1 conclude by endorsing the remarks of the
member for Katanning-Roe about the role of the
Grain Marketing Board of Western Australia. It
has maintained its competitive capability with in-
ternational organisations, and it has served the
grain growers of this State very well indeed. I
thank members opposite for their support and
commend the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third
reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Evans

(Minister for Agriculture), and transmitted to the
Council.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY BILL
In Committee
Resumed from 9 October. The Chairman of
Committees (Mr Barnett) in the Chair; Mrs
Henderson in charge of the Bill.
Progress was reported after clause 14 had been
agreed to.

Clause 15: Professional or Trade Organizations,
ete.—

Mr LAURANCE: The Government has seen fit
not to accept any of the amendments put forward
by the Opposition to date. |1 hope that there will be
some further progress today in the Committee
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stage and that the Government will see fit to ac-
cept some amendments.

Remembering the Bill is about equal oppor-
tunity and about avoiding or eliminating discrimi-
nation, clavse 15 talks abaut trade unions and
professional organisations. We want to put it
clearly 1o the Government that there should be no
discrimination at all in terms of membership or
otherwise of trade unions.

The member for Gosnells, who is handling the
Bill, would know that in another place last evening
the Opposition moved successfully 1o remove a
compulsory unionism clause being sought by the
Government 10 be placed in the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act. If we are talking about having no
discrimination, let us be perfectly clear that we
mean no discrimination. If a person goes for a job,
one cannot discriminale against that person on the
basis of whether he belongs to a trade union. The
member would agree that the Government does
not want discrimination in the workplace, and it
has gone to great lengths to point that out. We
support that move as we do not want any discrimi-
nation in the workplace. If two people go along for
a job, and one of them is a member of a trade
union and another is not, neither of them must be
discriminated against. They must be treated per-
fectly equally. If the Government accepts that, it
has our support.

When the Acts Amendment and Repeal
(industrial Relations) Bill (No. 2) comes before
this Chamber, we do not want the Government to
move to inserl the compulsory unionism clause,
because that would be supporting discrimi-
nation—something that is abhorrent to the
Government members. We would welcome the at-
titude of Government members if they said, “We
do not want to put that compulsory unionism
clause in the industrial relations Bill because it
would run counter to what we are doing with the
Equal Opportunity Bill”.

Right from the start we made it clear that we
believe in equal opportunity and we are opposed to
discrimination of any form. The Governmem has
said, “We do not want any discrimination because
of sex, marital siatus, pregnancy, race, or political
or religious conviction™, We add to that list, “or
membership or otherwise of a trade union™. I is
inconsistent for anyone on the Government side to
say that the Government does not believe in dis-
crimination yet it believes in **No ticket, no star1”,
or “"You have gol to be a member of a union to get
a job”. We are asking the Government to be con-
sistent on this.

1 refer 10 clause 15(3)(c). We do not want any
person 1o be subjecled to any other detriment.
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Detriment should not be offered to any person
whether that person belongs to a trade union or
not. We want a clear indication from the Govern-
ment that it will not allow discrimination of that
type. In that case, it will ensure that nothing in
this Bill works to the detriment of anybody who is
nol a member of a trade union. When the indus-
trial relations Bill cames before this Chamber, the
Gavernment should not move to put a clause in
that Bill giving preference o unionists—in other
words, a clause which discriminates in favour of
UniQnists.

That is a very clear point. 1t could not be clearer
than that. We support equal oppartunity and are
opposed 10 discrimination in any form, particu-
larly when it relates to the membership of a trade
union.

I refer to clause 15(1). What about an under-
standing that all individuals cannot do any of the
things outlined in this subclause? What about a
subclause indicating that an individual cannot be
subject to any discrimination or suffer any detri-
ment whether he belongs to a trade union or not?

If the Government does not agree with that
principle, how can it say, **We do not want to have
discrimination according 1o s¢x, marital status,
pregnancy, or religious or political beliefs, but we
believe in discrimination in the workplace accord-
ing to whether you are a member of a trade union
or not”. If that is the stance of the Government,
we reject il totally. It means that the Government
stands for discrimination, and we oppose il.

We have seen the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services saying, “1 did not see those
walls knocked over by those people the night be-
fore. They must have fallen over by themselves™.
We have seen discrimination and thuggery, and
standover lactics.

Mr Jamieson: Who knocked them over?

Mr Carr: That is a matter that is actually be-
fore the courts at present.

Mr LAURANCE: | hope so. | hope the Minis-
ter is supporting that. When we brought the mat-
ter before the Parliament, the Minister said, “We
have no evidence of any of that”.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Let us reflect on
some comments that were made in respect of a
matter. | ask the member for Gascoyne whether
he is aware that the matter to which he referred is
before the court. Is i1, in fact, before the court?

Mr LAURANCE: | can only answer that by
way of the interjection by the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services. Other than that, 1 do not
know whether any mauter is before the court.
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Mr Carr: The matier the member referred to
relating to the knocking down of walls is either
before the court or has becn dealt with by the
court. 1 am not sure. [ do not know whether the
case is actually concluded or not.

Mr Jamieson: There are still some matters to be
dealt with.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member far
Gascoyne places me in a rather difficult position. |
do not want 10 preclude him from making mention
of something that is not in fact before the court,
but there is a possibility that it is. | ask, therefore,
that he respect the possibility of sub judice being
breached and that he refrain from making com-
ment about that particular case.

Mr LAURANCE: Certainly, although the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services can-
not even tell the Chamber whether it is before the
court.

Mr Carr: You only raised the whole question to
try to claim that the police were not acting upon
advice that was available to them; and | can assure
you the police acted—

Several mecmbers intcrjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Qrder!

Mr LAURANCE: The Government allows dis-
crimination in the workplace every day of the
week. The Government appraves of standover tac-
tics,. When somebody wants to retire from the
standover tactic business, he is retired to the Pub-
lic Works Department and put on compo for life.
They are the sorts of things the Government does.
It believes in discrimination and actively promotes
it. The Government allows discrimination in the
workplace but brings a Biil here saying that there
shall be no discrimination. How hollow, shallow,
and hypocritical!

We do not want discrimination. We support this
Bill, and as long as the Government says, “We
won't stand for any discrimination in the
workplace according 1o sex, marital status, preg-
nancy, religious or political convictions, or trade
union convictions™, we will know that the Govern-
ment is dinkum. Until then, the legislation
brought before the Parliament is a shallow farce. |
ask Government members to join with us in being
truly against discrimination. The Government
cannot say it supports no discrimination when it
allows standover tactics, walls being pushed
over—not the walls | referred 1o earlier, but other
walis—and other thuggery being committed, with
thugs in the community discriminating against
people. That is what happens in the workplace,
and the Government supports it. It is part of the
Government’s system.
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Mr Jamieson: Who pushed walls over?

Mr Carr: What thuggery are you talking
about?

Mr LAURANCE: Let us make sure that we
really believe in this clause which relaies 10 trade
union organisations and employer organisations.
Let us show that we are dinkum in our belief in
non-discrimination. We believe in equal oppor-
tunity; let us not make it equal opportunity for
some people and not for others. Let us make it
equal opportunity for all—those who choose not to
join a trade union as much as those wha wish to
join one. If the Government indicates that is how
it stands, we will believe it is dinkum and not just
bringing a hypocritical sham 1o the Parliament.

I will not seek to amend clause 15, but it is an
appropriate clause on which to raise those perti-
nent, philosophical matters. | hope the Govern-
ment has taken notice of what I have said.

Mr TRETHOWAN: When I read this clause, |
wondered at its relevance. Was it placed in the Bill
in order to ensure that the vast number of people
who have been precluded from membership of the
Confederation of Western Australian Industry,
the Western Australian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, or the Australian Institute of Man-
agement and other similar organisations on dis-
criminatory grounds should have their wrongs
redressed?

Alternatively, was it included because there was
a real and underlying concern that someone may
be precluded from membership of a unicn on the
basis of the discrimination outlined in the clause?
What was the importance of that? Why did that
become important, because the balance of this
clause deals with discrimination in employment?
Why was it important that a person should not be
so discriminated against in joining an organisation
of employees? Could it be that the importance
rests on the fact that membership of an organis-
ation of employees, if the Government has its way,
will be mandatory for employment? Therefore, in
other words, unless one is a member of an organis-
ation of employees, one will not be able to achieve
employment.

If one accepts thai proposition, one can see the
extreme importance of requiring someone not to
be discriminated against in terms of gaining mem-
bership of such an organisation, because the ticket
to membership of that organisation is the ticket to
employment, the ticket to employment is the ticket
to income, and the ticket to the lifestyle that we
enjoy in this community. Is that the underlying
importance of this clause, because it is certainly
the attitude that is evinced by the Government
and was evinced last night by the Government in
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the other place in regard to employment? It is the
attitude that is proposed and supporied by the
trade union movement that there shall be no em-
ployment for people who are not members of as-
sociations and organisations of employees. In
other words, the Government supporis that if one
is not a member of 3 union, one cannot gain em-
ployment.

If one wants 10 be covered by an award, one
must pay for it by membership of the trade union
relevant to the award, and one shall not work
unless one is a member.

Of course, if that is the principle on which one
operates-—that one shall not work unless one is a
member of an organisation of employees—it is
very important that no-one be diseriminated
against in terms of joining that organisation.

I just wonder how members on the Government
side react to the kind of closed shops that some
unions, particularly in the maritime area, have
evinced where they have found that there are in-
sufficient jobs available for their current member-
ship lists and, therefore, they are not prepared 1o
admit further members until the number of jobs
increases; and that is an established fact in regard
to a number of maritime unions.

Mr Jamieson: It is like a migration policy.

Mr TRETHOWAN: It is not at all like a mi-
gration policy; it is like discrimination in the
workplace—discrimination which supposedly this
Bill has been introduced to overcome, but dis-
crimination which is tacitly accepted by the
Government, and that is the reason this clause is
thrown in for highlight.

That is the reason that it is so important that
no-one be discriminated against in terms of joining
an association of employees, because, if the
Government and the trade union movement have
their way, if one is not a2 member of an organis-
ation of employees, one will not be able (o work; so
no membership and a bar to membership by dis-
crimination means one does not get a ticket, one
does not get work, and one does nol obtain a
lifestyle that is enjoyed by the rest of the com-
munity. That is why we, in the Opposition, are so
concerned about the hypocritical attitudes which
are being expressed in relation to this matter as to
what is being said in this Chamber and what was
said last night in the other place.

Mrs HENDERSON: I am at a loss to under-
stand why the Opposition has chosen this clause
on which to launch forth on its anti-union cam-
paign, because if members read the clause they
will find it bears no relationship to the arguments
they are canvassing. In fact, the clause says that
unions and bodies of employers may not discrimi-
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nate against a person on the grounds of the per-
SON's, s¢X, marital status, or pregnancy.

Mr Laurance: Or their membership or
otherwise of a union.

Mrs HENDERSON: The clause says that in
applying for membership of a union or organis-
ation of employers, that body may not discrimi-
nate against the applicant for membership purely
on the basis of the person’s marital status, sex, or
whatever. That bears no relationship whatever to
the question of whether we ought to have a separ-
ate criterion in the Bill which indicates that, in
addition to the prohibition of discrimination on the
grounds of sex, etc., we should also prohibit dis-
crimination on the basis of membership or non-
membership of a union. That would be a totally
new criterion which we would have to add to our
list of criteria at the beginning of the Bill.

This is not the appropriate place to discuss this
issue, because in this clause we have recognised
that unions are bodies which must comply with the
legislation. Had we not done so the Opposition
would be the first group to leap up and say, “What
about unions which discriminate?”

Therefore, we have specifically included unions
and organisations of employers. 1 remind the
member that, in the same way as reference has
been made to the idea that for some jobs, persons
musi belong to certain unions, in a large number
of trades and professions, in order to practise one
must belong to the relevant professional or trade
organisation and those bedies would also be un-
able to discriminate against an applicant on the
basis of sex, marital status, or pregnancy.

However, | return to the general point. Were
Opposition members genuine in their concern
about this and not, as I suspect, shoating from the
hip pocket as a result of last night’s debate in the
other place, they would have moved a whole new
criterion at the beginning of the Bill. Had they
done that, 1 suggest they would have been trying
to put in two separate Bills a matier which is
covered adequately by the Industrial Arbitration
Act.

Mr Laurance: That is hypocritical.

Mrs HENDERSON: The member for
Gascoyne would know, as would other members,
that prior to the amending Bill passed in 1979,
which was proclaimed early in 1980, provisions
existed in the Industrial Arbitration Act for
preference clauses to be inserted by unions in
awards and also for persons to lodge conscientious
objections against belonging to unions.

I shall indicate the numbers of persons who

applied to the Industrial Commission for exemp-
tion from union membership on the ground of
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conscientious objection. For example, in 1980,
1 432 applications were made to the commission
for exemption on the ground of conscientious
objection, and another 1 040 applications were re-
newed from the previous year. In 1979, 1 300 ap-
plications were made for exemption on the ground
of conscientious objection and 798 were renewed.
In 1978, 1211 applications for exemption were
dealt with; 713 exemptions were issued; 375 appli-
cations were withdrawn; and 133 applications
were pending.

Therefore, it can be seen that, where provision
lor preference existed in the Industrial Arbitration
Act, adequate avenues were available to those who
wished to lodge an exemption application on the
ground of conscientious belief. They could take
their applications to the Industrial Commission,
they could argue their cases, and they could be
granted an exemption. | have not heard anyone
suggest that that system did not work,

However, when the Opposition amended the In-
dustrial Arbitration Act, it removed that section
and made it impossible for the Industriat Com-
mission to insert a preference clause in any award.

Therefore, the [ndustrial Arbitration Act as it
stands today does not allow for compulsory union-
ism in any respect, nor does it allow the Industrial
Commission to even consider that matter. In fact,
it specifically prohibits the fotlowing things: Con-
sideration of compulsion to join a union tb obtain
or hold-employment; preference of employment at
the time of, or during, employment by reason of
being or not being 2 member of a union; non-
employment by reason of being or not being a
member of a union; and housing rentals, collection
of union dues, and maltters of managerial preroga-
tive.

Mr lLaurance: Do you intend to continue to
supporl those things?

Mrs HENDERSON: I suggest to the member
for Gascoyne, that if he is serious and he is con-
cerned aboul the new section which is proposed to
be inserted in the Act by means of the industrial
relations Bill currently before the upper House, a
section which allows for an extremely limited form
of preference at the point of engagement only,
which is quite different from what existed prior o
1979, he should be seeking to reinsert the con-
scientious objection clause in that Bill.

[t belongs to that Bill; it does nat belong in this
one. If it appeared twice it would create confusion.
Two Bills dealing wilh the same matter would
confuse people because they could find a certain
matier covered by one Bill and they could find an
appeal in the other.
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That was not a pood point to have been raised
by the member for Gascoyne, and | am disap-
pointed he should have done so, because up 10 now
the standard of debate has been quite good. It is
unworthy of the Opposition to have raised this
point, probably as a result of the debate in the
other House.

This Bill deals with specific areas of discrimi-
nation. The Government is not claiming that it
covers every form of discrimination. In my second
reading speech 1 made reference to discrimination
against handicapped persons, the aged and various
other people not covered by this Bill; | explained
that the Government would be keeping an open
mind on discrimination in those areas and would
be looking carefully at complaints filed on matters
of discrimination not able to be dealt with under
this legislation. I indicated that at some future
time the legislation could be amended if necessary.

The point raised by the member for East
Melville really left me speechless, because he said
that by requiring trade unions or organisations of
employers not to discriminale, we were somehow
in a very sinister and underhand way seceking to
introduce compulsory unionism through this legis-
lation. Nothing was further from the mind of the
Government when drafting this Bill. We see no
relationship between this legislation and compul-
SOry unionism.

We are wanting unions not to discriminate in
the same way as we are wanting employers, or real
eslate agents, or providers of goods or services, or
anyone else, not to discriminate. We are saying
that the same provision is to apply to unions and to
organisations of employers. [ defend the clause on
those grounds and suggest to the member that he
ought to address his concern to the appropriate
Bill.

Mr TRETHOWAN: | am very grateful to the
member for Gosnells for reinforcing the argument
I put forward; her comments proved a number of
things. One is that in spite of the fact that this Bill
has a clause dealing with discrimination in em-
ployment in the warkplace, it does not in any way
cover discrimination on the basis of membership
of a union. Secondly, the member for Gosnells
agreed with me last night when [ said that one of
the most important, real, proper and true affirm-
ative actions a Government can take to remove
discrimination is to remove legal bars that dis-
criminate. That is what we did when in Govern-
ment with the Industrial Arbitration Act, because
we removed a legal bar that required discrimi-
nation in the workplace. The law at present does
not have discrimination in the workplace on the
basis of membership or non-membership of a
union.
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The point 1 am making is that this clause is
highlighted in its importance because it deals with
the discrimination that may be exercised in re-
lation to a person’s membership of a trade union,
and it secks 1o prevent discrimination where some-
one 15 offering himself for membership of a trade
union. This becomes highlighted when we consider
the Government's action in another place in
sceking 1o introduce discrimination in the
workplace on the basis of union membership. That
is the point I was making, that is the point the
member for Gascoyne was making, and that is the
point of the whole argument that was underlined
by the member lor Gosnells herself.

It is a hypocritical attitude lor a Government to
seek in one House of Parliament to remove bars to
discrimination in the workplace, while in the other
House of Parliament 10 seck 10 introduce discrimi-
nation.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 16 to 21 put and passed.
Clause 22: Clubs—

Mr LAURANCE: This clause provides that a
club or 2 commitiee of management of a club is
not to discriminate against a person according to
that person’s sex, mariial status or pregnancy.
Other clauses provide that clubs should not dis-
criminate on other grounds. 1 will take this oppor-
tunity 1o speak about clubs generally. 1 know some
clubs have discriminated against certain members,
and [ think this discrimination has largely been
tolerated in our community because clubs are a bit
like the argument we were using about partner-
ships—clubs are voluntary organisations.

In country areas a person wanting to join, for
instance, a bowling club, might not have a choice
of clubs, because there may be just one club in the
town. If a person decided 10 join that club he
would have exercised a choice. A town with 1wo
clubs would provide a person with some choice,
although in a town like Carparvon, my home
town, a person would have to travel 300 miles in
one direction and 250 miles in another if he
wanted to join another club because he did not like
the rules of the Carnarvon Bowling Club.

Let us consider the rules of a bowling club such
as Carnarvon’s, a club with which [ am very fam-
iliar. The rules of that club come about in two
ways; first, the local by-laws are drafted by the
members themselves, and these rules are drafted
in a free way, being contributed 10 by membets
and associates, both groups having their own com-
mittees. If a person wanted 1o join that club he
would have to accept those local rules. So those
by-laws are drafted in a democratic way by the
members of the club.
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Other rules affecting the club are imposed by
the Royal Western Australian Bowling Associ-
ation, and its rules apply to all clubs. As those
rules are applied to the Carnarvon Bowling Club,
so they are applied 1o people who seek {o join that
club. And we must accept that the people who are
elected to the RWABA have been elected in a
democratic way. They make rules for the benefit
of all the bowlers of the State; so if a person wants
to become a bowler he has a compulsion to accept
those rules.

This is exactly the same argument as the
Government uses when it says that a person want-
ing a job must belong 1o a union. We are saying
here that if a person wants to play bowls he must
comply with the rules laid down by the frecly
elected people who run bowls in this Si1ate. Of
course the difference is that most people need to
have a job, whereas people wanting to play bowls
can exercise a choice. If the Government insists
that people need a union ticket to start work, it
must also accept that people who want to play
bowls must accept the rules of the RWABA.
What | am doing here is highlighting the hyp-
ocritical stance of the Government.

Membership of a club brings with it privileges
and responsibilities; presumably if there were no
privileges people would not wish to join. Some of
the responsibilities are imposed by the by-laws of
the local club, by-laws which have been drafted by
the local committee members, who have been
freely elected. If a person does not like those by-
laws he can seek to have them changed.

A person has the right to get himsell elected as
a member of Parliament to help to change the
rules in this place. Other rules are made by State
or national bodies and once again they are not
made in isolation but by people who are freely
elected. Presumably they make the rules for the
benefit and advancement of the organisation they
represent. Surely the people who make the rules
about how bowling will be conducted in WA do
not do it to the detriment of bowling but for the
advancement of bowling, and one would hope that
all the rules they make would be for the benefit of
all bowlers, Election does bring with it some
responsibilities.

It has been put to me thai this proposal is an
intrusion into club life and an amazing number of
women have said to me that they are quite happy
1o be associate members of clubs and do not want
10 be equal members; therefore they do not want
the Government intruding on their club life, I have
not sought that information. People have given it
to me. | know some discriminatory rules can be
found within clubs.
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Mr Troy: Do you think the others are likely to
approach you?

Mr LAURANCE: Yes, | think so. Mr Chair-
man, | will not indulge the member at great
length, but I think he would acknowledge, particu-
larly as he is from an outer metropolitan seat, that
his electorate has similarities 10 my own country
cleclorate; that people approach us in the local
bowling club, no matter what political persuasion
they have.

Mr Troy: Na, it has nothing 10 do with political
. persuasions.

Mr LAURANCE: Dealing with their {eelings
about a Bill? It probably happens in the city, but
only metropolitan members could answer that
question. | am talking about a country situation
and as members would know if they spent an hour
or two at their local bowling ¢lubs | am sure they
would be approached on a wide variety of issues.
Members of Parliament do not seek out people
and ask, “What is your stance on this Bill? I will
only 1alk 1o you about it if you and 1 agree”. That
only happens in the city.

Most people would say, “What is this rubbish
about? Why can't they leave us alone? Qur club is
operaling satisfactorily”. 1 have not had people
coming to me saying that clubs are discriminatory
or that they do not like the way clubs make them
do something or other. The Government acknowl-
edges thal to a certain exient by the exemplions
that have been inserted in the Bill, such as single
sex clubs. | attend some organisations once a
month, if | have the opportunity to do so, and they
are all-male organisations. Other organisations
are all-female ones. They have the right to con-
tinue operating under this legislation and they are
given specific exclusion under this Bill which 1
think is fair. But by inserting those exclusions the
Government recognises that clubs are established
for a variety of purposes, some of which are all-
male purposes, some all-female purposes, and
others are mixed and have different classes of
membership. They are established for the benefit
of their members and not necessarily to discrimi-
nate against or exclude any members; by defi-
nition all clubs are associations of people which
have worked out rules to suit them.

In most cases people have the chance to go
somewhere else, to start their own club, or to be-
long 10 anather club if they do not like a particular
club. | am not saying that | agree with discrimi-
nation in clubs, but | make the point to the
Government that the approaches I have received
about this matter are to the effect that ithe
Government is interfering in an area where gener-
ally people are quite happy with the status quo;
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they largely accept the rules and regulations of
any clubs they attend and are quite happy to abide
by them. In fact, the majority of club members
work their insides out to support those clubs and to
ensure their goodwill and continued advancement
even though the member for Gosnells and mem-
bers opposite say those rules are discriminatory.

I really think we must be a little careful and
sensitive in dealing with this area of clubs because,
by and large, they work extremely well according
to laws and rules that are made by their own
members in a very free way, and they are rules
which generally all members comply with and sup-
port.

This is an area of some sensitivity and | trust
the Government will ensure that the people it sets
up to administer this Bill will treat clubs in that
manner.

Mrs HENDERSON: | think there has again
been a misunderstanding of the intent and the
actual way in which this clause will operate.
Nothing in this clause prevents a bowling club
from having full and associate memberships if it
wishes. The only thing clubs are not allowed to do
is to discriminate between those 1wo groups purely
on the basis of the sex of a person wha joins the
club. If female members of a bowling club wish 1o
remain associate members, so be it. Male mem-
bers may also wish to be associate members and
that opportunity should be available to them, but
equally women should be able to become full
members if they wish as men are able to do.

It is interesting that the member for Gascoyne
talked about club rules being devised
democratically by the members and therefore any
intrusion by the Government would be unwar-
ranted. I put it 10 him that by and large among the
bowling clubs of which I have any knowledge the
rules are in fact devised and adopted at annual
general meetings at which associate members do
not have a vote. The fact that the rules are devised
by the full members of a club-—who are by defi-
nition in those rules normally males—auto-
matically excludes women. Therefore, to represent
the wills and the democratic wishes of ¢club mem-
bers one has to be a full member of a club.

Mr Laurance: Except that the rules made by
women generally are devised by the associates at
their annual general meetings and they decide
what length a woman’s skirt must be from the
ground or something of that kind. A man does not
have to go out and abide by those rules.

Mr Burkett: That is correct, but the men gener-
ally at the annual general meetings make rules so
that women cannot drink in 2 certain bar, are not



2202

allowed to go around near the turfed area, or that
they cannot go into another area.

Mr Old: Which side are you on?

Mr Burkett: They do not have a vote.
Mr Old: The original male chauvinist!
The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mrs HENDERSON: To add to the member for
Scarborough's comments, it is normally male
members at an annual general meeting and the
general overriding body which determines the con-
stitution. It may be that women associate mem-
bers get together and decide on the- lenglth of
skirts, | do not know; but | know that altering the
constitution to which the member was alluding is
generally done by lull members.

Mr Laurance: [ do not really want to be elected
10 a commitiee which will decide whait length my
skirt must be from the ground because 1 do nat
wear a skirt!

Mrs HENDERSON: | assure the member for
Gascoyne that there is nothing in the Bill to that
effect.

Mr Burketit: Or even that you have o wear a
skirt!

Mr Laurance: Or to make it compulsory or
retrospective to do so!

Mrs HENDERSON: The member for
Gascoyne talked about unwarranted Government
intrusion into areas where it has no business, and |
guess one could rate the compulsory wearing of
seat belts as Government intrusion. One could say
that every person should have the right to choose
to attend a cricket match and if the person at the
gate said, “We do not allow Asians ar Catholics in
this ground™, there would be a general outcry.
Even though a cricket maich is open to the public
it is purely up to each person to decide if he wants
to attend. The clause does not mean that pcople
can dis¢riminate against other people who wish to
enter a cricket match. We do not accept that sort
of situation and there is no reason that a bowling
club should be any different,

[ am interested that the member for Gascoyne
tatked about people who had made statements to
him that they did not want this sort of Govern-
ment intruston. | hope he understands that the Bill
does not prevent dilferent classes of membership.
It only prevents people being defined in terms of
sex, marital status, or race. He should go back and
explain-this (o his constituents.

The member for Gascoyne may have noticed
the letter in the newspaper—which is quite
interesting reading—in respect of a country
bowling club. A woman complained that she had
to compuisorily make the tea in order to play
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bowls on Thursdays. That was one of the rules of
the club and because she did not have a vote she
could not vote 1o abolish that rule. She resented
that situation and wrote a letter to the daily news-
papers expressing her concern. | imagine many
people are concerned about the current situation
and it is for that purpose that we have introduced
this measure.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 23 put and passed.
Clause 24: Sexual harassment in employment—

Mc LAURANCE: In line with our consistent
approach to this Bill in which we have indicated
our support for equal opportunity and our oppo-
sition to any form of discrimination, we oppose
sexual harassmeni.

It has been said that sexual harassment occurs
in the workplace. I have no doubt that it does.
When questioned last night, the Minister for the
Acrts said he had no knowledge of it, and nor do L.
Therefore, I da not speak from personal experi-
ence, but I can understand that this does take
place.

The member for Whitford illustrated one such
case. | was sorry to hear of it and I am sure she
was upset about it. It was obvious she was upset
about it, because of the way in which she
mentioned it. | would be disturbed il any parent
came 10 my electorate office and 10ld me such a
story.

In the 10'% years 1 have been in Parliament |
have had only one complaint like that. I took up
the complaint with the Social Security Depart-
ment. It was a case where a young lady left her
employment, and because she had left voluntarily
she was not eligible for unemployment benefits.
This demure young lady came to see me with her
mother and convinced me that what she had said
was true. She said she had been harassed in the
workplace and this caused her to leave her job.

This occurred early in my political carcer, and I
made what I consider 10 be one of my few mis-
takes. | rang the regional office of 1he Social Se-
curity Department in Geraldton—300 miles
away—and spoke directly to the person in charge
there.

I knew that person well, because of my dealings
in the area. 1 told him | had a young lady in my
office and that it was obvious she had been
discriminated against. | asked that he redress
immediately the situation. He immediately
reinstated her unemployment benefits.

The following morning the regional director
from Geraldton rang me and asked whether I
realised that the young lady had told this story
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seven times before. Apparently she secured a job
for a couple of weeks then announced that she had
been sexually harassed. He said that despite the
agreement he had made with me to reinstate her
unemployment benefits, he could not in all con-
science do so because the young lady had told this
story seven times before.

I said 1 was sorry and that | should have let her
leave the office and then contacted him so that he
could look up her file. As it was, he had given an
off-the-cuff answer.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! It appears that a
number of second reading debates are developing
during Committee. These second reading debates
have been designed loosely to fit around the
clauses. That really is not what the Committee is
all about. 1 is not an occasion for another second
reading debate. Il the member wishes to make
further comment of that type I suggest the third
reading stage might be appropriate to do so.

Mr Blaikie: It was an interesting comment.

The CHAIRMAN: It was. That is the reason |
waited until the end.

Mr LAUPANCE: | ask the member for
Whitford whether there was not anything she
could do about the matter she illustrated. If this
clause has been provided because it is the only way
to seek redress or to prevent sexual harassment
occurring, then 1 accept that. However, | wonder
if it is necessary. | do not oppose the clause, but
there must be another way to seek redress.

[ am surprised the member could not do some-
thing about this problem. We have a Parliament
where people can be named, without fear of re-
prisal.

Mrs Beggs: The member for Gascoyne should
rcalise that naming someconec in this Parliament
about that mauter would have a devastating effect
on a whole lot of ather people, apart from the
waman concerned. That man has a family. 1 am
not that irresponsible. What | am saying is that
the legislation will allow someone who has been
harassed in that way, through no fault of his or
her own, Lo have redress to a body that can
coinciliate. In most cases, as you would know if
you looked at the experience in other States, that
young lady could have been compensated.

Mr LAURANCE: 1 am not criticising. | was
just asking whether anything could have been
done. There was nothing the member was able to
da?

Mrs Beggs: Absolutely not.

Mr LAURANCE: Nothing under the criminal
law? Did not 1hat person break the law?
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Mrs Beggs: He broke a social law. He
intimidated a young person. He didn’t commit
sexual assault; he committed sexual harassment.

Mr Pearce: When [ was shadow Minister for
Women'’s Interests a lot of cases of sexual harass-
ment came to me, and because there was no re-
dress and no legislation | used to write a letter to
the person’s employer and say that the case had
been brought to my aitention and would the
company take some interest in the matter. | did
this because we were secking a voluntary code,
and | received a lot of sympathetic replies. ! also
received a lot of put offs. 1 think the member for
Whitford is right; because there are cases like this
and there is no prospect of action in any co-
ordinated way, maybe a clause in the Bill is worth
atry,

Mr LAURANCE: | am not disagreeing. It is
appropriate that the member brought that matter
forward. It was one of the highlights of the second
reading debate. The member has answered my
question and is saying that this clause is necessary.
If it achieves redress, 1 believe it is an improve-
ment. However, it will not change attitudes be-
cause they are a way of life. Things will not hap-
pen just because we believe they should not hap-
pen; we all know they do. That is just a part of life.
The situation works both ways. [ have put forward
the other side of the coin.

The young lady certainly deceived me. 1 was not
100 per cent certain she was wrong. It was diffi-
cult for me to determine the case.

Mrs Beggs: If you bring the two persons con-
cerned before an independent arbitrator, I can
assure you that quite often the truth comes out.

Mr LAURANCE: One of the difficulties is if
one tries to conciliate one may be able to compen-
sale, but not reinstate.

Mrs Beggs: It would be impossible.

Mr LAURANCE: The girl concerned may not
wish to be reinstated.

Mrs Beggs: It could be determined that the
person would receive an excellent reference and
that this would not happen again.

Mr LAURANCE: It would teach a lesson to
the person concerned.

Mrs Beggs: Exactly!

Mr LAURANCE: The employer could have
simply forgotten himself on this occasion. How-
ever, w¢ do know these things happen in the
workplace and if this clause is effective it may
assist in helping to overcome that problem in our
community.

It is a very difficult area in which 10 legislate. ]
did not rise to criticise anybody, certainly not the
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member for Whitford. | wanted to make the point
ahout how difficult an area it is. I hope this clause
will be effective in the future.

Mr TRETHOWAN: | understand the serious
nature of the cases discussed under this clause. |
really do not want 10 deal with that form of har-
assment; that is, of an employer harassing an em-
ployee, or one employee harassing another.

[ assure members | do not mean this facetiously,
althaugh it may appear to be so in the first place,
Why are there no grounds to protect the employer
who has been sexually harassed? The reason this
question may appear to be facetious is that there
seems to be an obvious recourse to an employer
who is unwelcomely sexually harassed—to dismiss
an employce. In many cases that is not as easily
done as said. It may be in small business, but it is
not in large business because there may be both
industrial and pecuniary costs to such a dismissal.
It relates, for instance, in some large organisations
10 pressure on last-on-first-off criteria and pro-
visions in certain awards, and, if they become
mandatory in this State, the redundancy compen-
sation provisions for dismissal.

Should it not also be included that harassment
of an employer constitutes a ground for dismissal,
both in relation to this proposed Act and other
Acits of Parliament?

Mrs HENDERSON: [n response to the mem-
ber for Gascoyne’s concern about the necessity for
Icgislation, | guess there is one other avenue where
employees can seek redress, and that is through
their union. If their union negotiates on behalf of
the employee it is sometimes possible to reach an
amicable agreement. The key to the question of
whether this tegislation is necessary lies in the type
of woman who complains, and | do not mean that
in a derogatory sense; but research shows the type
of situation in which harassnient is more likely to
occur.

A survey was conducted and it has been re-
ferred 1o in some detail in the annual report of the
New South Wales Anti-Discrimination Board. 1t
found the vast majority of those people who
suffered sexual harassment were young, not mem-
bers of unions, and were generally lacking in
knowledge of their rights and sell-confidence and
the capacity to defend themselves. The report
stated—

The women complaining of sexual harass-
ment in these work situations are typically
young and poorly educated. They are almost
always not a member of a union and, in ad-
dition to sexual harassment, are exploited in
their rates of pay and working hours. They
complain that their employers treat them as if
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they “owned” them. They also complain of
verbal abuse, physical touching and grabbing,
and repeated and sometimes violent requests
for sexual relations which, they are told, it is
parl of their job to provide.

The interesting thing about these annual reports is
that they show an increasing level of complaints
about sexual harassment, and this seems to be
exacerbated by current levels of unemployment,
particularly among young people. Perhaps the
member was asking why a person could not take
up the complaint herself in the workplace, and
why we need legislation. | refer again to the report
of the New South Wales Anti-Discrimination
Board which says that the survey showed—

complaints are not treated seriously

complaints result in no action being taken
by the employer

a common form of solving complaints of
sexual harassment is to remove the woman

the male harasser is invariably more
powerlul within the organisation than the
woman

the women’s reactions were of anger, em-
barrassment and leclings of powerlessness

some women felt frightened, “dirty” and
even guilty

harassment resulted in reduced job satis-
faction, loss of confidence and motivation and
decreased efficiency

complainants’ health was affected

30 per cent of the women surveyed resigned
from their jobs.

The report goes on to say this about the women
who complained of sexual harassment—

Most of the women who complain of sexual
harassment are, perhaps not surprisingly,
somewhat timid in what they ask for by way
of resolution. Many merely want the em-
ployers told that their behaviour is in breach
of the Act. They hope that, by complaining,
they can prevent other women from being
subjected 10 the same sort of treatment.
Other complainants wish merely to receive a
reference, which is often denied. A very small
number of complainants seek compensation
either in the form of financial damages or in
disciplinary action against the alleged
harasser.

That sums up why the women at the worksite are
usually those least able 10 confront an employer
and complain of harassment.

I refer now to the point raised by the member
for East Melville who asked why no protection was
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included for employers. The reason is to be found
in the definition of sexual harassment in the Bill.
1t does not mean that sexual harassment alone is a
sufficient ground for complaint. It must be linked
with a detriment in employment. If an employee
harasses an employer, the employer is not going to
lose his job. There is no way that a person who is
less powerful than another can cause that person’s
employment to be put in jeopardy. The power
relationship must be linked to the sexual harass-
ment.

The word “harassment™ 10 some extent in com-
mon usage means something which continues, It is
not usually an isolated event. That is why it is not
appropriate to include the point raised by the
member, because there is an economic link, and
the only way to include employers would be to
t1ake out that link. In doing so we would then cover
all Torms of sexual harassment. We deliberately
put in the link. If a person’s job is in jeopardy, or
the chances of promotion, transfer, or access to in-
service training are aflfected by the harassment,
that person will be able to bring a complaint.

Mr TRETHOWAN: | accept essentiatly what
the member has said. The point | am making
relates to subclausce (3)(b) which refers 10 persons
being disadvantaged in their employment or work
or possible employment or work. I1 seems to me if
there is a financial or other cost associaled with
the dismissal that may result from action 1aken
over sexual harassment it would meet the require-
ments of that subclause. | said earlier that an
employer is in a more powerful position than an
employee because he has the power of dismissal.
But the rights of an employer to dismiss an em-
ployee are being restricted in a number of areas. If
we are dealing with sexual harassment in the
workplace relating to employment 1 would have
thought this was the most appropriate place to
establish the grounds for dismissal on the basis of
sexual harassment. That would approach very
closely the objectives particularly in (3){b).

Mrs HENDERSQN: The power of dismissal is
not the only solution that an employer has. [n my
view Lhe creation of an extremely unpleasant
working environment is a detrimenl. If a person
has o avoid being in close contact with a person in
a room and has to adjust his working hours or
habits to accommodate another person, it can be
very difficult; it is something an employee should
not have to do. The employee may be given a clear
indication that he or she will not progress in the
company or organisation or Government depart-
ment if the unwelcome advances are rejected.

Use of the power of dismissal would be the
vltimate use. That is the worst example. 1 do not
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think anyone would argue that a person in that
situation is entitled 10 compensation.

The point has been made that perhaps the per-
son would nat want to be reinstated in that situ-
ation. | hope that the educative value of this Bill,
which we have talked about at length, will, with
the inclusion of this clause in the Bill, eliminate
some of that behaviour and that it will serve as a
deterrem, If it does that we will be very pleased. If
we do not get many complaints as a result of this
Bill having that effect, [ will be delighted.

Clause put and passed,
Clauses 25 and 26 put and passed.

Clause 27: Exception—genuine occupational
qualification—

Mr LAURANCE: | refer to some of the excep-
tions or genuine occupational qualifications. In
subclause {2)(a) we see reference 10 an exception
if the duties to be performed can be performed
only by a person having particular physical attri-
butes. I guess that is a fair enough exception. 1
have tried 1o think of examples and the best
example 1 could come up with is that of a topless
barmaid. That person would have to have particu-
lar physical attributes in order to occupy that
position. Therefore, a licensee would be able,
under those circumstances, 1o advertise for a per-
son with those particular physical attributes.
However, the clause goes on to say that a person
can require certain attributes as long as they do
not include the attributes of strength and stamina.
It seems to be a litile discriminatory to say that a
person who has the physical attributes to be a
topless barmaid cannot be a strong topless bar-
maid or one with greal stamina.

I agree that some flexibility should be allowed
to enable an ¢mployer 1o choose a certain person
for a certain position. However, this clause seems
to negate itself by saying that one can require a
person 1o have particular physical attributes but
that person cannot have the attributes of strength
or stamina.

Clause 35 relates to exceptions in sport. The
attributes of strength and stamina are considered
unlawful under this clanse, but are allowed in
other areas of the Bill. One could advertise for a
very strong, husky discus thrower, for example,
but one could not advertise for a strong boy 1o
deliver newspapers. | am asking for clarification
on this matter.

In the US where quotas have been allowed—the
member for Gosnells and 1 have agreed that they
are undesirable—they have caused many problems
because quotas in that country relate to all
positions, including policemen and firemen. In the
US, advertisements for those positions were not
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allowed to include reference to strength or stam-
ina, yet those positions are such that strength and
stamina are required for a person to perform the
job properly.

This clause refers to strength and stamina. |
point out thai, already in this Siate, under this
Government, there exists discrimination in re-
lation to strength and stamina. 1 have a letter from
a woman who was employed as a relief cleaner at
Lynwood Senior School. She was told that she
would not be employed any longer. She was
replaced by a much younger woman. That seems
to me to be discriminatory. When that matter was
taken up on her behalf, a letter was written by the
Minister for Education. He is not here, but I know
he is not far away. He referred to sexual harass-
ment a moment ago and said that he had been
involved in sexual harassment as the Minister for
Education. He wrote a reply to approaches made
to him on behalf of that woman. He said that it is
the opinion of the departmental medical consult-
ant that school cleaning is a comparatively heavy
manual type of work. Clearly, this woman has
been discriminated against on the grounds of
strength or stamina. A younger woman has now
been employed. That situation has occurred under
this Government which has introduced this legis-
lation.

Mr MacKinnon: It seems to me that, because
she was 53, she was no longer needed.

Mr LAURANCE: That is right, and a 35-year-
old woman was employed. The woman who was no
longer required found that out because she
happened to be friendly with the woman who
replaced her. The Minister did not say that she
was too old for the job. He said that the job
required someone who could do heavy, manual
type of work. 1 think the Government should get
its own house in order. She had received no pre-
vious complainis about her work. The Minister for
Education should take note of my comments and
now question why he wrote that letter in that way.

Mr Pearce: In what way did [ write?

Mr LAURANCE: The Minister wrote 10 a
member on this side of the House and said that
this woman would be employed no longer by the
Lynwood Senior High School because of the com-
paratively heavy type of work that she was
required 10 do. He put her off. She has been
replaced by a younger woman.

Mr Pearce: | am certainly prepared 1o look at
the case again. My memory is that she had been
put on worker’s compensation and was doing only
light duties.
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Mr LAURANCE: 1 will take this matter up
with the Minister again, because [ think he is
talking about another case.

Mr Pearce: I will look at the matter again. ]
cannotl remember all of the cases that come to me.

Mr LAURANCE: [ do not expect the Minister
to remember them all. He wrote, in response to a
complaint by a woman, and said that she was no
longer suitable for that type of work.

Mr Pearce: [ wrote to the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. I did not write directly to the woman.

Mr LAURANCE: That is right. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition took that matter up on
her behalf. This matter is a serious one; it is one of
discrimination.

The other point concerns a basic sort of dis-
crimination; that is, it is inappropriate for a person
10 be exempted because of his physical attributes.
However at the same time the Government is say-
ing that in the case of sport the aspect of strength
and stamina comes into it, and it seems lo be
inappropriate.

Mrs HENDERSON: This again really demon-
strates that the member for Gascoyne has not read
the Bill very carefully. The Bill does not say that a
person cannot discriminalte on the basis of strength
and stamina. What it says is that one cannot dis-
criminate on the basis of sex and maritai status in
relation to strength and stamina.

For example, if a job requires the lifting of
heavy weights .a person could be asked to clearly
demonstrate that he or she can lift the weights.
However, the job cannot be advertised in a man-
ner in which women can be prevented from apply-
ing because it is assumed they cannot lift the
weights. There are strong women and weak men
and there are strong men and weak women. One
can discriminate on the basis of strength and
stamina but one cannot discriminate on the basis
of sex and marital status in relation to strength
and stamina.

Several members interjected.

Mrs HENDERSON: | said during the second
reading debate that the Government is concerned
about discrimination on the basis of age.

Mr MacKinnon: I hope you will monitor the
Minister for Education.

Mrs HENDERSON: We will be interested to
find out how many complaints are received about
discrimination on the grounds of age and il they
are numerous it may be necessary to amend this
Bill at a later stage.

In relation 10 the question raised by the member
for Gascoyne, a person can discriminate on that
ground.
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Clause put and passed.
Clauses 28 to 39 put and passed.
Clause 40: Partnerships—

Mr LAURANCE: | ask members to vote
against this clause. [ do not want 1o canvass the
issuc again because it was debated last night. The
Opposition disagrees with the Government which
is not prepared to accept what the Opposition said
about partnerships. For the same reasons outlined
in that debate the Opposition will seek to delete
the clause.

Mrs HENDERSON: For the same reasons |
put last night the Government supports this
clause.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 41 to 49 put and passed.

Clause 50: Exception—genuine occupational
qualification—

Mr LAURANCE: Once again this clause deals
wilh exemptions and there is an important point to
be made. The Opposition has been consistent in
supporting equal opportunity and the removal of
any discrimination. The Opposition believes that
the Government has been consistent also, and that
is why we agree, by and large, to this Bill.

However, one area in which the Government
has been inconsistent has already been mentioned,
and that concerns the requirement for a person to
have a union tickel for a job. The Opposition
apposes that, but the Government supports it.

Clause 50 involves another inconsistency on the
part of the Government. 1 would like the member
for Gosnells 10 justify the reason for the inclusion
of paragraph (d) in this clause and what is meant
by providing persons of a particular race with ser-
vices. Does the member mean in the form of
positive discrimination in favour of persons and, if
so, in what way? | ask the member to give
examples and the reason that she believes this
clause is appropriate.

Mrs HENDERSON: | would be pleased 10 give
same examples. Paragraph (d) applies to groups of
people who, for whaiever reasons in the past, have
suffered discrimination and who are at a stage
where their general welfare or health needs should
be brought up 10 a level which is consistent with
the rest of the community. Prime examples are the
Aboriginal Medical Service, the Aboriginal Legal
Service and other welfare services provided to the
Aboriginal people in order 10 afford them the op-
portunily to benefit from services which socicty
offers and whose self-esteem and confidence have
not enabled them to utilise those services which
are available generally in the community. We
hope it will be effective.

2207

If this clause is nol included in the Bill we
would have one group of people at a certain level
of development and another group at a different
level of development and at the time of promul-
gation of the Bill we would regard those two
groups equally, but until the two groups are
brought up to the same level they cannot be
treated equally.

Mr LAURANCE: That is what | thought the
member for Gosnells meant. It is discriminatory
because the member wants to treat two different
groups of the community in different ways. How-
ever, the Opposition would want to treat those two
groups equally because this Bill is about equal
opportunity. Of course, the Opposition must ques-
tion the reason that the Government wants an
exclusion and wants to treat people in a different
way,

The member mentioned the Aboriginal Medical
Service. 1 do not disagree with it, but when one
sees the practical application of some of these
programmes one is left wondering. For instance,
the medical programme which is available to
Aborigines in country areas gives them free access
to the Community Health Services. | know that
the cost of that service is met largely from funds
designated for Aboriginal people. However, 1
know of cases in my community where a vehicle
has picked up an elderly or sick Abaoriginal pen-
sioner to take that person to hospital and on the
way it has passed a white pensioner who is ill and
endeavouring to get to hospital on foot. The sign
on the side of the vehicle says, “Community
Health Services”. People complain 10 me that that
is very discriminatory because funds provided to
the Aboriginal service, or whatever, are really
provided by the taxpayers of Australia.

There is a sign on the side of the vehicle
indicating that it is for community health and yet
the van picks up some children and certain pen-
sioners and leaves others on the side of the road.
That is discrimination, yet the Government is say-
ing this is an equal opportunity Bill which removes
discrimination. The member for Gosnells referred
to positive discrimination and said that some
groups in the community are not equal. Because of
that we cannot treat them equally; we must treat
them unequally. The member is asking us to ac-
cept the proposition that some people must be
treated unequally in order to raise one group or
lower another 1o bring about some levelling pro-
cess. If the Government does that, it is discrimi-
nating. It may justify itself by saying it is positive
discrimination; that is okay, but let it be recorded
that the Government is legislating for discrimi-
nation in an anti-discrimination Bill, That seems a
little hypocritical.
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Mrs HENDERSON: The point made by the
member for Gascoyne ignores the history of dis-
crimination against some groups in society. If a
group has been discriminated against in the past
and we bring in a measure 10 eliminate discrimi-
nation in the future we cannot ignore the previous
discrimination towards that group. If we do that,
we will not be providing equal opportunity for
such groups. 1 do not think the member for
Gascoyne would argue with that; in fact, he would
probably agree.

In some situations, in order to make things
equal for the future, some redress must be applied
and concern shown for what has happened in the
past.

Mr Laurance: By doing that you are positively
discriminating against other people.

Mrs HENDERSON: It is not necessary to take
rights from one group in order to give them 1o
another. There is nol a sum total of rights which
must be divided among members of the com-
munity so that a right given 10 one group must be
taken from another group.

Mr Laurance: You should explain that to some
people in the community.

Mrs HENDERSON: Referring to the example
quoted by the member for Gascoyne, perhaps it
would be more.appropriate 1o provide a similar
service for that group not receiving the service
currently provided. Rather than decrying the fact
that the van drove past white people, perhaps if a
special need exists to provide a similar service to
another group, it should be provided.

Mr Watt: He did not say the service should be
taken away.

Mrs HENDERSON: The member for
Gascoyne said it was discrimination. [ think it
would be most unusual for the driver of such a
vehicle to drive away from any sick person hab-
bling along the sircet, as stated by the member for
Gascoyne. 1 do not think the member for
Gascoyne would argue with the programmes
instituted to raise the health standard and welfare
of groups in our community, particularly for
Abarigines.

Mr TRETHOWAN: | have listened carefully
to the debate on this clause. My concern rests not
with any Government providing additional funds
and services to help disadvantaped people within
the community; that is the proper right, and
universally accepted practice, of Governments of
both political persuasions in this country. It is the
practice they have undertaken. My concern with
this clause and particularly with paragraph (d) is
that it discriminates between disadvantaged
groups on the basis of race; not because of the
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disadvantage, but because of race. | am puzzled
that the member for Gosnells should suggest dis-
crimination on the basis of race among
disadvantaged people and the setting up of ser-
vices for one particular race. Having services set
up on a racial basis sounds like the concept of
separatc development for different races in the
community.

Mr Pearce: | thought the Liberal Party was in
favour of that.

Mr TRETHOWAN: [ am, and always have
been, totally, philosophically and practically
opposed to that proposition. In fact, the problem
that the Minister for Education raises can be
traced far more effectively to the logic of the
statements by members of the Government in
many areas, and it is the problem with this clause.
it does not deal with the provision of a particular
service to a disadvantaged group in the com-
munity, to which I have no objection; it deals with
the provision of that service 10 be positively dis-
criminatory on the basis of race. | find that
objectionable.

Mrs HENDERSON: Where services are
necessary for groups of people 10 meet their hous-
ing or health needs, those services are provided.
The State Housing Commission has cut-off points
to assist those most in need. Health benefit cards
are available to low income earners 10 assist them
to improve and maintain a satisfactory level of
health. This clause is included because if it were
not, every service provided 1o Aboriginal groups
would automatically become illegal. 1 have not
heard it said by either member of the Opposition
who spoke that he thinks we should disband the
Aboriginal health services. !f we did not include
this provision the facilities provided would no
longer be legal because we would be outlawing
discrimination on the basis of race.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 51: Special needs—

Mr LAURANCE: The argument in relation to
clause 51 is similar to that relating to clause 50.
Once again it is a case of positive discrimination.
The clause refers to special needs.

We do not argue about special needs in respect
of education, training, or welfare. However, [
wonder about the ancillary benefits. The positive
discrimination again can be justified on certain
grounds as long as we acknowledge that it is a
form of discrimination.

One would presume that the Government would
justify its land rights legislation in terms of equal
opportunity and non-discrimination by clause 51;
in other words, it could give certain rights to fand
to various people because that is a form of positive
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discrimination. It would be affording persons of a
particular race access to services or facilities to
meet 1their special needs. It should be clear that if
the Governmcnl intends to discriminate in that
way, the Opposition opposes it. We are consistent
on that stand; we do not want to see particular
benefits given 10 one section of the community, if
land rights are considered o be an ancillary ben-
efit. [f they are not, the Government cannot justify
giving land rights to any group under this legis-
lation. Il the Government intends 10 positively dis-
criminate for land rights under the special needs
clause, let us acknowledge it is a form of positive
discrimination. Such discrimination could be ac-
ceptable in some forms, but it is hypocritical to
putl a discriminatory clause in a Bill about anti-
discrimination. If the ¢lause relates to land rights,
we Oppose it.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit again,
on motion by Mrs Henderson.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LAND RIGHTS
Special Conditions: Motion

MR HASSELL (Cottcslae—Leader of the Op-
position) [4.31 p.m.}: | move—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government of the State has failed in its re-
sponsibility to the people of Western
Australia in  relation 10 Aboriginal jand
claims because,

{a) i1 has refused consistently to debate or
consider the fundamental issue of
whether there should be available to Ab-
original people in this State legal rights
to claim land and hold it on special con-
ditions not available to other Western
Australian people;

(b) it has failed to reject outright any ques-
tion of Federal intervention in Western
Austraha’s affairs, and to uphold the
right of the Parliament of this State to
determine finally the issue for Weslern
Australia; and

(c) it has deliberately misrepresented the
position of the Opposition and sought to
confluse the issues.

The Premicr today sought to pre-empi the Oppo-
sition's private member’s motion by bringing in his
ministerial statement and in consequence it was
necessary and appropriate for me to make some
remarks at that time about our position on this
whole matter.

We now have before the House the specific mo-
tion, and that motion has been deliberately drafted
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to highlight the matters which we believe should
be considered. They are the refusal of the
Government 10 debate in the public arena the
issue of whether we shoutd have Aboriginal land
rights a1 all, as distinct from the question of what
farm of Aboriginal land rights we might have; the
failure of the State Government to reject Federal
intervention; and the policy of the Government in
seeking to confuse the issues by repeatedly
misrepresenting and putting up all sorts of red
herrings in respect of the Oppositien’s position on
the matter.

The whole question of land rights is a large and
complex one and goes back a number of years. It
goes back into legislation,

Mr Pearce: Even with big print you can’t reduce
this complex issue to a single chart of 25 words, as
you tried to do earlier this afterncon. That shows
the level of dishonesty of your presentation.

Mr HASSELL: | was trying to get across to the
Premier, who has some difficulty in understanding
these issues, the basic concepts, so that he would
have some betier capacity to understand and
would have no excuse for continuing to mis-
represent the Opposition’s position.

Of course, the most imporiant thing to be noted
about land rights as a concept is that fundamen-
tally it is based on the proposition that Aboriginal
people by reason of their Aboriginality should
have a right to claim land in one form or another.
That land may be unoccupied Crown land, it
might be public parks or reserves. It might be
private land. It might be pastoral leases or any
other land in the State.

It is a matter of record that the concept of land
righis has been put into concrete form in legis-
lation in the Northern Territory.

Mr Pearce: By a Liberal Government.

Mr HASSELL: Yes, by a Liberal Government.
Let me say very clearly that | regard that legis-
lation as one of the disasters in Australia’s history.
It is a disastrous error that was made in relation te
the Northern Territory and one which will never
be retrieved. Once having set off down that path 1o
divide an area——because it is not a State; it is a
Territory—on the basis that it was done, it is
almost impaossible in political and social terms to
return. 1 make no apology for saying that [ regard
what happened in the Northern Territory as a
disaster for Australia. It has created a divided
community in the Northern Territory. [t has
created a sitvation in which there has been signifi-
cant economic damage in the Naorthern Territary,
but more particularly, a situation in which there
has been significant social damage because people
have been divided. The example of the Northern
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Territory is the real essence and the epitome of the
argument against land rights in Western Australia
and why it is essential that we should, as a State
and as a community, fight against land rights at
every possible turn and opportunity.

If one looks at it one has to ask oneself what is
the basis upon which one race of Australian people
should be entitled 10 claim land which falls into
one of the categories | have mentioned. One can
take out some of those categories and say they are
not paing 10 have a right 1o claim freehold land or
pastoral leases; that is beside the point. They do
not have that right in the Northern Territory. In
the Northern Territory they have a right to con-
vert to the special titles applicable to Abariginal
land, pastoral leases and freehold land which have
been purchased for them. One assumes that the
same system would apply in this State on the basis
that if a purchase is made resumption is involved.

In Victoria, we saw the Victarian Government
actually resume private freehold land for an Abor-
iginal group and the poor, unfortunate landholder
who, with his family, had been on the land for
many years, was suddenly and summarily
dispossessed.

Mr Pearce: Some Aborigines have been on the
land for 30 000 years.

Mr HASSELL: That issue very quickly brought
to a head in that Stale an understanding of the
issues.

Something ¢lse that has been brought to a head
in Australia in respect of an undersianding of the
issues is without question the absurd position
which prevails at Ayers Rock. 1 am constantly
mecting people who have visited the NT and have
advised me about the signs beside the road threat-
ening them 1hat if they enter upon certain land
they commit an offence because it is Aboriginal
land. More particularly they advise me how
digusted they aré to find the sitvation that per-
tains at Ayers Rock, where a national monument,
which has stood for gencrations as a monument
belonging to the people of Australia, has suddenly
become Aboriginal land. It is subject to all kinds
of restrictions and regulations which are put
together by that particular Aboriginal group.

Let us go back 1o the fundamental question:
Why is it that one group of Australian people
should be entitled 1o claim land? Why is it that a
farmer in Esperance who wants to extend his farm
because it is too small and not economically viable
cannot claim land in the Cascades area?

Mr Evans: Because we want to be certain it does
nol blow away, you twit.

Mr HASSELL: I understand the Minister’s
rcasoning but why in the same breath is he con-
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templating allowing Aborigines 10 claim that
land?

Why is it that the Minister’s Government is
proposing that Aboriginal people should be able to
claim that land? Perhaps the Minister for
Agriculture will tell me that.

Mr Evans: Not necessarily that Jand. It would
have to have other land use purposes which were
appropriate.

Mr HASSELL: Not necessarily that land, but
perhaps that land.

Mr Evans: But it would be compatible with the
land use management programme. That is the dif-
ference.

Mr HASSELL: [t would be compatible. It
would be all right for Aborigines to have land at
Cascades, but it might not be all right for farmers
to have land at Cascades.

Mr Evans: It might be all right for a national
park as well.

Mr HASSELL: Yes, it might be. It might be all
sorts of things; but the Minisier is avoiding the
issug, just as his Government has sought to avoid
the issue over and over again. What is the basis
upon which one group of Australian people by
reason of their race and the colour of their skin
should be entitled to claim land that the Minister
or | cannot claim?

Mr Pearce: Don't you think it is wrong to talk
about Aborigines as if they were one racial
componeni? The answer to your question is that
they were here first.

Mr HASSELL: That is the basis on which the
Minister supports land rights—that the Aborigi-
nal race was here first. However, it is not true that
all Aborigines or, indeed, any of the Aborigines
now alive were here before Europeans. That is not
true. It is simply based on the racial proposition
that, because that race—by the way, Aborigines
do not necessarily all belong to the same race—or
those races were in Australia first, they should
have a right to claim land that we do not have a
right 1o claim in this country.

Mr Pearce: But your ancestors got land on the
ground of race and on the ground that they were
white.

Mr HASSELL: No, they did not. My ancestors
got land on the basis that they bought it in all
cases,

Mr Pearce: They did not buy all of it. They
were given grants of land on the basis that they
were white and the black people who were on that
land before your ancesiors got it were moved off.
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Mr HASSELL: | do not intend to enter upon an
argument which is obviously quite futile, because
we do not have any way to ascertain what my
ancestors might have done in the 1830s or 1840s
in Western Austraiia. However, the Minister for
Education’s statements are factually wrong so far
as the history of the matier is known to me. 1 am
not the family historian and | do not know all the
details, but my cousin who is the family historian
and who has written the history of the family has
told me, in the space of the last few weeks, that
none of the land that the family had was ever
given to the family. It was all purchased.

Of course, regardless of what they did in the
1830s or 1840s, the fact of the matter is that not
one square inch of that land is in my possession
now or ever has been; neither do | have any benefit
from it directly or indirecilly by means of inherit-
ance of money or other property in any way.

It is the most silly argument | have every heard;
it does not trouble me at all; and it is not relevant,
| shall return to what is relevant.

The relevant point is: Why is it that one race of
people—not just the pure breeds of that race, be-
cause the proposal goes much further—aor the de-
scendants of one race of people or a group of races
of people. because there was more than one race
here, should, in our society, be able to claim land
that nobody else can?

Mr Pearce: Because they were here first.
Mr HASSELL: It is a really pathetic argument.

Mr Pearce: Your ancestors gol their land on the
ground that they were the first white people here.
If 1 tried 0 claim their land, they would resist
pretty firmly.

Mr HASSELL: [ say that, because il we apply
that argument in its logical way, and that is the
only basis Government members have suggested in
the course of this debate upon which they can
justify land rights, we are led 1o all sorts of ridicu-
lous conclusions. For example, if we were to go to
Great Britain and cxamine the situation there,
where would we be led in considering the position
of the people of that country who were alive and
who were landholders in Britain prior to the
Norman Conquesis? How would we resolve that
issue?

Mr Pearce: How would you resolve the issue of
the Red Indians in America?

Mr HASSELL: How would the Minister?

Mr Pearce: Precisely in the way that has been
done and which, in some ways, is 2 model for what
is proposed in Western Australia.

Mr HASSELL: 1t is just so silly; it is the silliest
thing we have ever heard 1o suggest that one group
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of Australian people—one quite large group of
Australian people—should have the right to claim
land simply because members of their race, not
them, were here first; were here before some
Europeans were here.

Mr Pearce: And they are the most decpressed
sector of the Australian community.

Mr HASSELL: Let us take an example of what
that means. Some members of my family came Lo
Australia in 1838 and there are other Western
Australian people who were granted citizenship at
various citizenship ceremonies only a few days
ago. They came to Australia only three, four, or
five years ago.

Mr Pearce: And they can’t get any land, be-
cause the Hassells got the early grab.

Mr HASSELL: Should they have a lesser right
to acquire land than I have because my ancestors
came here first? Is that the suggestion that the
Minister for Education is making?

Mr Pearce: Let me tell you that they do have a
lesser right, because your ancestors got land for
free.

Mr HASSELL: Is the Minister suggesting that
the Government’s land rights legislation will pro-
vide that [ have a better right to acquire land
because my ancestors came here in 1838, than the
families who came here five years ago and have
just been naturalised? It is absurd to suggest that
Australia can be governed on the basis of when
people arrived in this country and on the basis of
the colour of their skin. These are the very issues
that the Minister and his colleagues and me and
my colleagues have been arguing about for some
years and saying should be eliminated from our
laws and from our ways of doing things.

The Government has a different concept from
the Opposition of how that should be done; but
both sides agree that it should be done and have
agreed lundamentally, at least since World War
[1, because since World War 11 palicies have been
pursued consistently by State and Federal Liberal-
National Country Party Governments and Labor
Governments seeking to eliminate discrimination
and to create equality of law and equality of op-
portunity, and that equality of opportunity has
required, in some cases, special assistance to be
given to some people.

The only argument one can raise, apart from
that raised by the Minister for Education, in
favour of Aboriginal land ‘‘rights”—that word
should always be placed in inverted commas be-
cause, as a matter of law, there are no such rights
whatsoever—is the argument that they werc a
nation of people who were conquered; that
Australia was not simply settled; that this was a
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conquercd nation and it must be done by way of
recompensc.

The difficulty with the Minister for Education’s
argument and the concept of conquest is that it
leads to some ridiculous conclusions—it does that
inevitably, logically, and in other ways—because
if it be true that Aborigines are entitled 10 claim
land because of their race and because their ances-
tors werc here before our ancestors, it musi be true
also that they arc entitled to claim all of the land,
because, onc way or another, there were Aborigi-
nes throughout Australia and there were no
Europeans.

Mr Pearce: Thal is right.

Mr HASSELL: So if one follows it through, one
must reach the conclusion that Aborigines are
entitled to claim all of the land, yet even this
Government is not proposing that. So what is the
basis upon which it might be said that one group
of Australians should claim land that others can-
not claim? Ol course, the National Aboriginai
Conference has itscll been honest in approaching
this question, because, headed by Mr Robert
Riley. who clearly has only a proportion of Abor-
iginal blood—that is a very interesting question
that many people raise—it has defended a sub-
mission to the Seaman inquiry claiming that the
Aboriginal people had sovereign rights to the land
through their prior ownership and occupation.

The statement went on to say that these rights
had never and would never be ceded by them.
That is the logical and honest position, and 1 said
so at the time. | still think it is true that if one
accepts the proposilion that one group of
Australians can claim land simply because of their
race, and simply because of the occupation of this
country by their ancestors prior to its occupation
by our ancestors, onc must inevitably conclude
that they are cntitled to the whole nation. That
cannot be denied.

Mr Pearce: No, we undersland it is 100 late 1o
put the clock back, but vou can make some retri-
bution.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister is very busy try-
ing to put the clock back.

Mr Pearce: We are not at all.

Mr HASSELL: We oppose that. Look at what
happened in the Northern Territory. It heralded a
monumenially disastrous position. The clock was
put back.

Mr Pearce: Why do you not address yourself to
the Government’s staled principles; the Northern
Territory model has nothing to do with them?
Address yourself to what the policy is likely to be.
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Mr HASSELL: The Minister clearly simply
does not understand what [ explained to the House
about 2.20 this afternoon.

Mr Pearce: Yes, you explained that the Liberals
messed it up in the Northern Territory. We are
putting up a better and more effective model in
Western Australia.

Mr HASSELL: | explained in terms that even
the Minister could understand the very simple
principles involved in land rights.

Mr Pearce: We have changed it, haven't we?
We have come out in the light of the Northern
Territory’s experience with a different model for
Western Australia. What is wrong with that?

Mr Watt: The point is you are saying one thing
and doing another.

Mr Pearce: Why doesn’t he take the Western
Australian model and stop harping about the
Northern Territory model, which is a Liberal
maodel?

Mr Davies: It does not suit him.

Mr Pearce: How come you cannot convince the
Federal Liberals on that?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr HASSELL: We continued to talk about the
Northern Territory model because the ALP State
plaiform states that a Labor Government will in-
troduce in legislation to apply to Western
Australia—

Mr Pearce: You are not bound by the State
Labor platform.

Mr HASSELL: —pravisions similar to those af
the Northern Territory Aboriginal land rights Bill
initiated by the Federal Labor Party. It cven
claims the authorship of the legislation which, by
his interjections in the last few minutes, the mem-
ber has been so busy trying lo associate with the
Federal Liberals, because it is now not popular.
He cannot run away from it. The ALP platform is
not oul of date.

Mr Pearce: You are not bound by our platform.

Mr HASSELL: That was only conflirmed a
couple of months ago by the Minister and his
colleagues. Of course, 1 am not bound by the ALP
platform, but the Minister is.

Mr Pearce: We are not in fact bound by it,
because we are putting up to the Parliament and
the people of this State—

Mr HASSELL: Is the Minister bound by his
platform or not?

Mr Pearce: We are putting up a public—

Mr HASSELL: Has the Minister signed a
pledge to his party to uphold its platform?
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Mr Pcarce: If the party wants to—

Mr HASSELL: Why does not the Minister
answer the question? s he or is he not bound by
his platform?

Mr Peter Jones: The uranium debate proved
they are.

Mr HASSELL: Why docs not the Minister for
Education tell us honestly?

Mr Gordon Hill: Can’t you see the evidence, or
can't you comprehend?

Mr Pearce: The proposition which the Govern-
mcnt is putting up with regard to the statement of
principles is not in accordance with the party plat-
form.

Mr HASSELL: Arc you bound by the plat-
form?

Mr Pecarce: Obviously, what we are saying 1o
the Parliament and the people is different from
the platform.

Mr Wilson: You would love it 1o be.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr HASSELL: Is the Minister bound by the
platform?

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Op-
position.

Mr HASSELL: We will not get an answer,
because the Minister knows that he is bound by
the Labor platform.

Mr Pecter Jones: They told us they were bound
by it before.

Mr HASSELL: Hc knows that the Labor
Party, both Federal and State, is bound by a plai-
form which was confirmed a1 conferences within
the last two months, both of which require the
introduction of land rights based on the Northern
Territory model.

Mr Pecarce: But we are not doing thai, for
heaven’s sake, and you know it as well as | do.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister cannotl tell us
what the Labor Party is doing.

Mr Pearce: We produced a statement of prin-
ciples, for heaven's sake.

Mr HASSELL: No-one clse can tell us, and the
rcason that they cannot do so is thal they are

trying 1o keep it sccret until after the election is
heid.

Mr Pearce: Hall of Western Australia is on the
drafting commiutec.

Mr HASSELL: We all know that. It is very
clear from the gobbledegook issuing from the
Prime Minister. the Premier, and the Minister
with special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs.
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Mr Wilson: Would you look at the Opposition
benches?

Mr HASSELL: We heard stories for days. Con-
sider the telex from the Prime Minister which
mysieriously and suddenly arrived in the Premier's
office on the day that we were due to have a
debate. What kind of a surprise is it that suddenly
the Premier is able to stand up in the House and
say, "'l have jusi received this telex from the Prime
Minister”? How many hours has he spent on the
telepbone desperately asking the Prime Minister
to send him such a telex?

Mr Wilson: Your imagination again.

Mr HASSELL: How many hours has he spent
working away desperately trying to get the man to
show some sermblance of reason—

Mr Wilson: Where are your members? They
are not behind you.

Mr HASSELL: —on the part of the Labor
Parly to find the formula—

Mr Wilson: What a leader!

Mr HASSELL: —that wil} get Lthe pary past
17 November and 1 December without telling the
people the truth about where members apposite
stand and what they are going to do to this State
and this country.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: Let there be no mistake; the
Northern Territory model is not dead because the
L.abor Party, which had the opportunity to kill it
at a national conference two months ago and at a
State conlerence less than two months ago, did not
kill the Northern Territory model.

The ALP kept it alive in its policy. Are mem-
bers oppasite going to tell me and are they going
lo try to kid the people of this State that they do
not have any plans for national uniform land
rights based on the Northern Territory model?
Are they trying to say that the Australian Labor
Party federally has abandoned any such concepts?
Came on! Let the Minister tell us now.

Mr Davics: | could gei you a job at the Play-
house. You are the best actor | have seen.

Mr HASSELL: The Government will keep it
until later.

Mr Wilson: You would Jove us to do that.

Mt HASSELL: The Government will keep it
until 2 December if it can. 1t will keep the truih
from the people—

Mr Wilson: It is not working out for you, Bill.

Mr HASSELL: —if it can get away with it. |
tell the Government again, it will not get away
with it—
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Mr Gordon Hill: Getting desperate, Bill?

Mr HASSELL: —because the people of this
State are entitled to know precisely what is going
on in relation to an issue which is capable of
dividing the people of this State and of dividing
the State generally.

Mr Davies: If you keep going like that, it will.

Mr HASSELL: The public are entitled to as-
sume, in the absence of an alternative, that the
Labor Party will continue with its policy of
national uniform land rights which Mr Holding
has repeated over and over again. What about Mr
Holding’s five principles laid down in Parliament
last year? Have they suddenly gone out the win-
dow? They were not principles that Mr Holding
stated in a Labor policy or in a speech, but rather
principles that he sct out deliberately and with
conviction to lay.down in the Federal Parliament,
1o put on record in the national Parliament his
commitment. Those principles have not been
reversed by anything said by the Prime Minister
or Mr Holding.

This headline appeared in The West Australian
of 29 September: “Holding won’t rule oui tough
WA action™. What has changed since then?

Mr Gordon Hill: Who is behind the times now?
Mr Pearce: The Premier went to Canberra.

Mr HASSELL: He went to Canberra and he
said to the Prime Minister, **I am desperate. We
have some elections coming up and the people of
Western Australia will not put up with this—

Mr Wilson: | know who is desperate.

Mr HASSELL: —land rights legisiation”.

Mr Jamieson: Who's got the elections coming
up?

Mr Gordon Hill: You are getting desperate.

Mr HASSELL: The article reads as follows—

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr
Holding, contended that the State’s proposals
were designed 1o meet the political reality of
a hostile Legislative Council in WA and did
nol reftect any philosophical objection to a
stronger form of land rights.

He also made it clear that there had becn no
change in the Commonwealth’s approach, which
includes the need for Aboriginal control over
mining on their land, a provision specifically
rejected by the State:

That was said by Mr Holding on 28 September
and reported on 29 Setember. The Premier in des-
peration went dashing off to Canberra and sought
from the Prime Minister a clear statement by him
that national uniform land rights would not be
applicable to Western Australia, He did not get
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that, and he did not get it today in the telegram
from the Prime Minister which so mysteriously
and conveniently tanded on his desk on the very
day this issue was to be debated in Parliament. He
got from the Prime Minister a joint statement
which was and is ambiguous and was intended to
be so. It was and is hedging and qualified. Here
are the words of that statement—

The Federal Government in accepting its
obligations at a national level for Aboriginal
land rights recognises the interests of West-
ern Australia in addressing its problems.

What kind of gobbledegook is that? What does it
mean if the Federal Government accepts its obli-
pations a1 a national level for Aboriginal land
rights? What are its cbligations at a national
level? Can the Minister tell us, or can the Premier
who was a party to this statement tell us what are
the obligations?

Mr Wilson: Successive Commonwealth Govern-
ments have felt obligated to the Aboriginal people
of Australia.

Mr HASSELL: That is not what it says, and
the Minister knows it.

Mr Wilson: It is exactly what it says. It does not
matter what you want to make of it.

Mr HASSELL: The statement does not say it is
about an obligation to Aboriginal people; it says it
is about an obligation to Aboriginal land rights.

Mr Wilson: You would like to think it means a
lot of things.

Mr HASSELL: That is what it says insofar as
one can get any meaning oul of it at all. It is
gobbledegook and it is intended to be that. It is
ambiguous and is intended to be so. The Govern-
ment does not want the public to know precisely
what land rights legislation it will introduce. The
Federal Government does not want the public to
know because it and the State Government knows
the people of Western Australia stand very firmly
with the Liberal Party in this State in saying there
should be equal rights for all Australians in re-
Jation to land. The Premier can came along here
wilh a list of 11 organisations which will help him
draft his legislation, or with a list of 50, it will not
make the slightest difference.

Mr Wilson: You have been ringing them up,
haven't you?

Mr HASSELL: Who?

Mr Wilson: All those organisations, telling
them they should not be helping the Government.

Mr HASSELL: Good heavens! Why would the
Minister think | would not be talking to organis-
ations of various kinds? Why would he contem-
plate for 2 minute that organisations with which I
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have been campaigning against land rights for 12
months would not be talking to me, and me to
them? Of course | have been talking to a number
of organisations, and 1 will continue to do so.

Mr Wilson: We know what you have been say-
ing 1o them.

Mr Davies: Why are they leaving you?
Mr HASSELL: We will see about that.
Mr Pearce interjected.

Mr HASSELL: Let me take the House back to
the official statement issued only five days ago by
the Prime Minister of Australia and the Premier
of Western Australia, in which apart from talking
about the Federal Government’s national level ob-
ligation for land rights, they also said together
that the Commonwealth remains commiited to its
constitutional responsibilities in this area; but that
in fulfilling those responsibilities the Federal
Government will acknowledge the particular needs
of Western Australia.

Whal does that mean? What does the Prime
Minister’s telex Lo the Premier 1oday mean? In
what way is our understanding of this issue ad-
vanced by what the Prime Minister said today?
He stated—

| confirm that the position of the Federal
Government which has been conveyed to rep-
resentatives of the Aboriginal community will
not invoive any conflict with the position
adopted for Western Australia of no right of
veto.

What is the position of Western Australia in re-
lation to that simple matter of a veto? The State
Government has issued a statement of position
which is itself ambiguous, and which nobody can
really understand or get clear, and it leaves people
grasping and gasping for information.

Mr Pearce: in your case, grasping at straws.

Mr HASSELL: The reason they are in that
position is that it is not clear. Different versions
exist—and | understand there were two on this
question—and my version says in paragraph (m)
“There will be no Aboriginal veto on mining or
exploration”. 1 understand another version was
issued which said there will be no veto on mining
or exploration. 1 ask the Minister whether that is
correcl. Were there two versions?

Mr Pearce: What difference does it make?

Mr Wilson: You are reading the version which
was issued.

Mr HASSELL: | am cenainly doing that. | am
asking the Minister whether another version was
issued.
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Mr Wilson: So far as I can tell you are reading
the version which was issued.

Mr HASSELL: | was told there was another
verston.

Mr Wilson: You have been told a lot of things.
Mr Pearce: What is the difference?

Mr HASSELL: When one is dealing with words
as significant as those we are talking about—

Mr Pearce: Your speculations about what the
drafting committee might produce are irrelevant.

Mr HASSELL: The Government must face the
fact that having made a promise to the Aboriginal
people before the last State election and appoinied
the Seaman inquiry and set its terms of reference,
which excluded consideration of the issue, and
having policies and platforms at Federal and State
level committing the Government te Aboriginal
land rights, it is entirely possible the community
will believe the Government is committed to Abor-
iginal land rights. That is not an unreasonable
assumption, is it?

Mr Pearce: The Government is committed to
land rights on the basis of the statement of prin-
ciples we have produced. We have been saying
that for ages.

Mr HASSELL: The staiement of principles
produced by the Government is one document that
suddenly emerged in a long line. It emerged as a
two-page document on a day on which a report of
several hundred pages was issued by Mr Seaman.
The Government commissioned that report and set
the terms of reference in accordance with its poli-
cies which required that Mr Seaman advise on the
form of land rights to be adopted.

The Government must recognise that it is not
entirely unreasonable that some people in the
community, and perhaps especially myself, should
be sceptical about the Government’s final position
when it is ducking and weaving and changing in
the face of the policies it has produced.

Mr Pearce: We have produced a statement of
principles which is our position,

Mr HASSELL: The point is this; A sitvation
has arisen in which the sovereign right of this
State 10 determine the disposition of its land is
under serious challenge by the Commonwealth
which is asserting that it has an overriding right to
apply some obscure provision of the Canstitution
lo take large portions of that land and give
them to one race of Australian people.

Mr Wilson: The Commonwealth knows it can-
not do that.

Mr HASSELL: That is interesting. 1 have never
heard the Commonwealth acknowledge that it
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cannot do that. Mr

acknowledged it.
Mr Wilson: They have acknowledged it.
Mr HASSELL: When and where?

Mr Wilson: In discussions. They know they can-
not do that under the Constitution.

Mr HASSELL: In discussions! The Common-
wealth knows that it cannot impose land rights.

Holding has never

Mr Wilson: It knows it cannot hand over chunks
of Western Australia 1o anyone.

Mr HASSELL: That is a very interesting devel-
opment. Why has not the Government told the
public and the House about that?

Mr Wilson: Why have you not woken up to it
yourself? You are supposed to be a lawyer of some
standing in the community.

Mr HASSELL: | have always challenged the
proposition that the Commonwealth has the
conslitutional power to enflorce land rights in this
State and [ continue to challenge it; but why has
not the State Government challcnped it and told
the people of this State that any move by the
Commonwealth to impose Aboriginal land rights
will result in a High Court challenge and a politi-
cal challenge?

Why has not the State Government been pre-
pared to stand up for the people of this State and
for the Parliament of this Siate and assert the
sovereign independence of this Parliament and this
State? Why is the Government going along with a
deal involving Commonwealth and State legis-
lation when il may be that the Commonwealth
does not have the constitutional power to grant
involved?

Why is it that the Premier of this State is
joining with the Prime Minister to issue a Press
release on the matter of land rights when the Min-
ister with special responsibility for Aboriginal Af-
fairs is now asserting that the Commonwealth
does not leave the constitutional power to grant
land rights?

Mr Wilson: 1 am saying that the Common-
wealth has not the constitutional power to grant
kand.

Mr HASSELL: I it cannot grant land it cannot
give land rights. It could give rights of occupancy,
but it would be an extraordinary sitnation and 1
challenge its power 1o do that.

Mr Wilson: You will not have to.

Mr HASSELL: The only hint of power is that
part of the Constitution which says the Common-
wealth may make special laws for the people of
any race, but there is no mention of Aborigines or
land. The fact of the matter is that the Common-
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wealth’s position—il one can rely on the High
Court, which one cannat—would be very weak
and the Government should say that loudly, long,
and publicly. The Government has revealed the
full extent of what it is up to. The reason it has not
said these things publicly and clearly is because it
is trying 10 achieve land rights in Western
Australia in concert with the Commonwealih.

The Government is not prepared to have the
issue determined by this Parliament or by the
wishes of the people of this State. It is secking to
maintain the myth that the Commonwealth has
some right or responsibility in the matter of land
rights, yet at the same time the Minister with
special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs has
now admitted that the Commonwealth has no
right and no responsibility.

Mr Wilson: | am not saying that at all.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister has been reveated
by his interjection to be involved in an even more
despicable plan by the Governmcent to undermine
the rights of Western Australians than one would
ever have imagined would be possible.

Why is the Government continuing to plot with
the Commonwealth to grant land rights? If it is
saying that the Commonwealth cannot grant land,
why is it continuing to deal with the Common-
wealth if it believes thal the Commonwealih can-
not grant land?

Mr Pearce: There is very litile difference be-
Lween our policy and the Commonwealth Liberal
Party’s policy.

Mr HASSELL: There is a vital difference; that
is, the Liberal Party of Australia is committed to
the issue being determined by the States, It has its
own policy because it happens to have some
constitutional responsibility for the Federal
territories, including the ACT and the Northern
Territory. Let me make the point that the Liberal
Party. when in office in Canberra, did not scek to
force land rights on States and did not seek to
force States to grant land rights. If it were in
office tomorrow it would not seek to interfere with
land rights.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: The fact of the matier is that
the Government is failing the interests ol this
State by its failure to keep the Commonwealth
from interflering in this area.

Several members interjected.

Leave to Continue Speech

Mr HASSELL: | seek leave 1o continue my
remarks at a laler stage of the sitting.

Leave granted.
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Debate thus adjourned.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at Lhis stage.
Sitting suspended from 6.00t0 7.15 p.m.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LAND RIGHTS
Special Conditions: Motion

Dcbate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloc—Leader of the Op-
position) [7.15 p.m.]: | want to continue my
remarks in relation to the motion before the House
by coming back, very briclly, to the critical and
central point which is the onc that the State
Government refuses consistently to face up t0.
That point is whether we should have land rights
and, in the absence of our agreement as a Siate to
the granting of land rights as understood gener-
ally, what alternative is 1o be considered, if any.

The view of the Opposition is that there should
be no such thing as a legal recognition of land
rights. There should be an equality of rights to all
Western Australian people in relation 1o claims
for land and the tenure upon which that land can
be held. That equality of rights is expressed in the
law at present. There is, of course, no bar to any
Aboriginal person purchasing land. There is no
bar to any Aboriginal person holding land pur-
chased in the normal way. The key to the dispute
which occurred at Noonkanbah some years ago
was on that very point. There was an attempt
there by a group of activists using the local Abor-
iginal community 1o establish land rights on a de
facto basis.

Mr Pearce: There was an effort by the previous
Government in which you were a Minister 10 de-
prive that group of their pastoral lease because it
was not a very secure title. If they disagreed with
you the heavy boot came in,

Mr HASSELL: There was an attempt by a
group of activists of whom one was the son of the
present Prime Minister 10 establish de facto land
rights at Noonkanbah. That was the key to the
dispute.

Mr Pearce: You weren't even prepared to leave
them with a pastoral lease.

Mr HASSELL: No-one disputed the occupancy
of the pastoral leasehold by the Aboriginal peaple;
in fact, that group's possession of the lease had
been approved by the Liberal-National Country
Party Government of the State. What occurred
was that the political activists who were then in
the vanguard of the hangers-on of the Aboriginal
people sought 1o bring about a confederation so
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that they could, if they were 10 achieve their
objects, establish a de facte land rights paosition,
based in that case on quite absurd claims in re-
lation to sacred sites. That political objective was
defeated by the determination of the Gavernment
of the time.

There is absolutely no doubt that had the then
Government not taken the stance it did and had it
not been prepared to defend the law and rcquire
that the same law apply to everyone, there would
have been no exploration whatsoever and no
mining in the Kimberley or the Pilbara from that
day 1o this. It is likely that there would have been
no discpvery or development of the Afgyle dia-
mond project and it is likely that other important
discoveries would not have been made.

The fact is that the Noonkanbah dispute high-
lights the absurdity of land rights claims.

Mr Davies: I think you had better forgee that.
We might repeat what we have found since getting
into Government.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister can repeat any-
thing he likes. The Government at the time was
aware of what was going on. It had available to it
the maps prepared by the museum showing the
sacred sites. There was never any violation of
sacred sites and there was never any intenlion 10
violate sacred sites. Once again we saw an exten-
sion of the sacred sites concept as a backup to the
idea of Aboriginal land rights and that was the
invention of the “area of influence™. There was Lo
be a covering of the whole area because one area
of influence, in the words of a museum officer,
streiched halfway to the next area of influence.
The whole thing was intended to be a political
exercise.

We now see in place in addition 10 those—

Mr Evans: There are not too many of your
members in place.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister ought to count his
own members present. We have more proportion-
ately.

We now see in place in this State, of course, the
Commonwealth heritage law. We know the value
of the Commonwealth’s assurances in these mat-
ters. The Premier has rushed off to Canberra
every couple of weeks in his desperation to get the
land rights issue off his back, and seeking assur-
ances from the Commonwealth about its land
rights legislation. We knew what that meant when
it came to heritage legislation. The Minister with
special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs was
able to say that the Federal heritage legistation
was not necessary and, indeed, was not desirable.
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That extremely dangerous legislation has not
been criticised by any of the civil liberties groups
which have a remarkable habit of coming out of
the woodwark as soon as a Government tries to do
something that even touches wupon their
sensitivities. None of those groups has seen fit, on
this occasion, 10 question the extraordinary powers
granted to the Commonwealth Minister in
Canberra in relation 10 sacred sites. Those powers
are quite unprecedented and are out of character
with the civil rights of the Australian people.

Yet, we saw in an earlier debate in this House
that the law was supported by the State Govern-
ment although it made some unfavourable mur-
murings about il at the time it was enacted. | have
no doubt that, in the fullness of time, we will see
this same State Government making vague mur-
murings about Commonwealth uniform land
rights legislation interfering in the running of the
State of Western Australia. We will hear the same
bland and meaningless assurances from the Feder-
al Government. Gradually—slowly but
surely—the objectives of the Labor Party, as (hey
are so clearly spelt out in its policies both at a
State and Federal level, will be achieved.

However, as objectionable as the Federal
Government’s heritage legislation is—for the ben-
efit of the Minister for Education 1 should point
out that it will be repealed under a Federal Liberal
Government, and not replaced-—the issue of land
rights is more fundamental because it goes to the
ownership of land. [t gocs to the terms upon which
that land is held; it goes 10 the rights of individuals
over land; it goes to the social cohesiveness of our
society; and it goes to the very future of this
country.

No-one who has made any study of Aboriginal
affairs in recent years could imagine, for one mo-
ment, that the idea of a treaty has been forgotien.
The Makaratta concept has becen put away lor-
ever, We have heard nothing about Makaratta in
recent times. The reasons for that are very simple.
Specifically, it has been put aside to allow the
Aboriginal aclivists 10 concentrate their efforts on
achieving land rights becausc those people have
these objectives for our nation: To divide our
nation; to gel vast tracts of land under their con-
trol; to influence the Aboriginal people; and, when
they have achieved those abjeclives, to then come
forward with their renewed claims for a treaty
between the Aboriginal people and the Common-
wealth Government. [t would be very interesting
10 see vast areas of Australia being designated as
Aboriginzal land and to see different groups on that
land secking to enter into treaties with the Com-
monwealth Government. That is where we are
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headed with land rights. That is as mugh of what
land rights is about as anything else.

In fact, it is a part of a much larger objective
and plan. It is not a plan drawn up by genuine
Aboriginal people. It is a plan which the political
advisers and political supporters have drawn up
and it is a plan which first emerged at
Noonkanbah and which first was seen there.

Mr Bridge: What do you say about the likes of
Mr Viner and Senator Chaney? They are strong
advocates of land rights.

Mr HASSELL: | made remarks about North-
ern Territory land rights when 1 started.

Mr Bridge: | am asking you about those two
people.

Mr HASSELL: 1 will not make comments
about those two people. | had discussions with
Senator Chaney as late as today about land rights.
There is no misunderstanding between us. Mr
Viner is no longer a member of Federal Parlia-
ment so it is hardly fair to drag his name into this
debate.

Let me get back 1o the point that | was making
before | was deliberately diverted and point out
that plans for land rights which have been devel-
oped over many years are not plans which are
supported by genuine full-blooded Aboriginal
people. It was interesting when | went to Derby
for one of our land rights seminars to meet David
Mowaljarli, the Aboriginal tribal lcader who was
used by the State Government in advertisements
before the Government discovered that there had
been a massive reaction against its plans. He
atlended that seminar and spoke as part of the
panel.

He stood up before the assembled people in a
quiet and dignified way and said he had prepared
a statement for the meeting after iwo days of
discussion involving all his people. The statement
satd, "We do not want anybody's land; we want
the right 10 roam on the land as we have in the
past; we want the right to spear the kangaroos;
and, the right to take water from the waterholes™.
That was his objective which he siated clearly,
simply and in a very dignified way.

Mr Wilson: | talked to him last week and 1
know what he wants. You have got it all wrong
apain.

Mr HASSELL: [ also know about numerous
Aborigines who attended other land rights sem-
inars and clearly and publicly stated their oppo-
sition to Aboriginal land rights. They saw in them
a danger 1o their own success and advancement. |
remember two nursing aides who sat behind me in
the audience at the seminar at Kalgoorlie. In dis-
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cussion they told me they lived in Kalgoorlic in
conventional housing as part of the community,
they worked in the normal way and they were
fearful .of land righis. They were fearful that the
proposals would result in pressure being applied to
them 10 move out and return to their tribal ways.
They did not want 10 do that, had no plans to do
so, and felt their advancement had been
threatened by the movement for land rights. They
felt that the justification for the granting of vast
tracts of land to Aboriginal people would inevi-
tably result in 2 reaction from some people in
some arcas saying, “You have all that land, why
not go and live on it and get out of the towns?”

That is exacily the approach and direction that
successive Western Australian Governments, of all
political persuasions, have bgen seeking 1o avoid
at least since the second World War. Aboriginal
people who are making advances do not want to go
in that direction. It would undo what has been
done in terms of bringing about racial tolerance,
racial understanding and integration of communi-
ties in this Siate.

Of course, there are a number ol things to be
done in meeting the needs of many of the Aborigi-
nal people in this State. Some people are living in
simply deplorable circumstances and the Minister
knows, -as well as I, just how difficult it is to
effectively deal with those problems. Some of the
most apparently simple problems present almost
insurmountable obstacles when trying 1o find a
solution. One of the key issues 10 be confronted is
housing: without that being deait with on an effec-
tive basis it is difficult to see how many Aboriginal
people can break out of the cycle of their circum-
stances because of the way in which they live.

Mr Wilson: You will find we will do a lot more
about that this year—more than your Government
ever did.

Mr HASSELL: 1 hope the Government will,
and it will have our support in doing that. It is a
critically important area.

When | was in Governmeni | well remember
undertaking consideration of the issue with the
advice of departments to try 1o identify the back-
log and how much money would be required to
meel the backlog in one hit in an effort to break
down that problem. | felt that if that problem
could be tackled it would make so much more
successfully confrontable the other problems of
health, education, and empfoyment.

While some Aboriginal people are living in
simply ghastly conditions on reserves and on the
outskirts of towns, it seems to me, and did when |
was directly responsible as the Minister, that they
would never be able to successfully get their chil-
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dren to regularly attend school and able 1o meet
the standards necessary to get the best from
schooling. It seemed that they would not overcome
the problems of hygiene which existed in those
conditions, and that they would continue to have
the most enormous difficulties in maintaining em-
ployment because the home background and the
conditions in which they were living were such a
barrier 10 any of 1hose things being dealt with.

Mr Wilson: [ hope that none of your members
in rural areas will complain about the Government
building houses in their towns for Aboriginal
people,

Mr HASSELL: I do not think my members will
do that.

Mr Wilson: Some of the members are very sen-
sitive on that issue, 1 can assure you.

Mr HASSELL: Some of the members are very
sensitive and not only from this side of the House,
as the Minister knows. He is aware of his own
difficulties in the pasi in his electorate and his
involvement in some of those difficulties with vari-
ous electors because of disruptions in the local
community.

Mr Wilson: [ do not turn away from those prob-
lems.

Mr HASSELL: No, but the Minister should not
turn it into an attack on Oppesition members who
may be representing their electorates.

Mr Wilson: I had representations made to me.

Mr HASSELL: Yes, and the Minister made
those representations on behalf of his electorate.

Mr Wilson: Yes, I did.

Mr HASSELL: Then the Minister should not
start being a smart alec about this matter.

Mr Wilson: { am not being a smart alec, I am
saying you have to live with that problem and face
up loit.

Mr HASSELL: There will not be complaints
from members on this side of the House about the
construction of housing. There will, of course, be
complaints from members representing their con-
stituents if the Aboriginal people who move into
those houses are not given the necessary guidance
50 that they can live al a standard which conforms
to those people in the rest of the street and the
community in which they live. The Minister knows
that complaints are not simply based on race in
this connection, except in very rare cases. Under
those circumstances the complaints are dismissed
by all Governments for what they are—complaints
based on prejudice. Most complaints are made
about behaviour and those complaints are
understandable when they are based on people’s
misbehaviour and the fact of Aboriginal families
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having dozens ol peaple move in, owning dozens of
dogs, and shooting guns. The Minister would not
expect his members not to complain about that
and he would nol cxpect Opposition members not
10 complain.

I remember one of the bautles | had with the
community welfare department as its Minister
when we were excercising restraints on Government
expenditure. The department proposed to abolish
the home-maker service on the misguided grounds,
I discovered, that the home-makers were generally
academically unqualified people and not in the
professional category. The department saw a
golden opportunity to get rid of these pecople. |
very firmly took on the depariment and said that
the last group to be removed from the service
would be the home-makers, because they were the
practical pcople on the ground who went into the
community. They helped Aboriginal families who
had maved into State Housing Commission prem-
ises to live according 10 standards which allowed
them to become part of the community in a gen-
cral way. The Government will need Lo expand
and supplement that service in a careful way if it
is going to engage in an extensive programme of
home building for Aboriginal people.

Mr Wilson: You do not nced to tell us those
things. We understand all that.

Mr HASSELL: | am glad the Minister does.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Op-
position is getting away from the motion a little.
Housing is not directly related Lo the motion.

Mr HASSELL: I will iry 10 make the position
clear. The motion is concerned with the subject of
Aboriginal land rights. One of the most basic
propositions in rclation Lo that subject which the
Opposition has put forward on a number of oc-
casions is our belief that the granting of land in
itsell will solve nonc of the real problems. Those
problems have not been salved and the evidence is
available. It is very important 10 remember that
Aboriginal pcople arc cntilled to be treated as
individuals and not as a single group just as we are
treated as individuals. I is a compiete debasement
of their dignity as people 10 dootherwise.

Mr D. L. Smith: As part of that we should be
listening Lo their aspirations and land righis are
pari of those aspirations.

Mr  HASSELL: That is an interesting
proposition. The Government has spent more than
%1 million of 1axpayers’ money listening 10 Abor-
igines through the Seaman inquiry, and the day its
report was rcleased the Government released its
own paper denying the recommendations. That is
an interesting way 1o listen. It is an extraordinary
proposition.
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Mr D. L. Smith: That may be your interpret-
ation, it is not mine.

Mr HASSELL: After going through 1ihat
charade the Government is suddenly changing di-
rection becausc of its political problems over land
rights, The member lor Mitchell and his col-
leagues are guilly of raising the expectations of
Aboriginal people by its policies, by the terms of
reference of the Seaman inquiry, by the whole
travelling circus that the Seaman inquiry
represented and by the attiludes expressed by
them and their colleagues in Canberra. Having
raised those expectations the Government now
does not have the courage Lo carry them through
in full because of the backlash against it from the
community, which has never accepted the
proposition for land rights. The Government has
been up 1o cvery kind of shonky deal known to
mankind in this matter and it knows that il has.

The real problems of Aboriginal people are re-
lated to health, housing, employment, education
and hygiene, and the need in some cases 10 break
the cycle of disadvantiage in which they live. These
problems should be 1ackled.

When the Opposition sought 10 initiale action in
that area through a parliamentary committee in
the Legislative Council the Government members
opposed it. They did not want Lhat commitige set
up. It is hypocrisy and humbug.

A Government member: They have agrecd to be
invoved in the committece and you know the
reasons why.

Mr HASSELL: Yes, they have agrced. The
Government members opposed the cstablishment
of the commitice and the Government has sought
to supplant the committee with a commitiee
headed by the member lor Kimberley. It is a party
palitical move which typifies the attitude of this
Government.

The Government is embarking on an expensive
advertising campaign 10 Iry 10 prop up its faltering
support in relation to land rights.

Advertisements have been placed at a cost of
approximately $9 000 with a pretty picture of the
Minister trying to tell people how everything is all
right.

Mr Clarko: Bob Pike would be worried about

that; the Minister looks like a five-year-old
choirboy in the advertisement.

Mr Wilson: The member for Karrinyup cannot
help what he looks like, either.

Mr HASSELL: The advertising campaign is
grossly and blatantly political, and grossly and
blatantly improper. There is no doubt that
Governments have conducted political advertising
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in the past. In response 10 my letter seeking bal-
ance in the Minister’s publication, he sent me a
pamphlet issued by the O'Connor Government
about the industrial law. That pamphlet was Lo
advise the people of their rights under a law which
had been adopted by the Parliament; and it was
not issued during an election.

Mr Wilson: So what? It was still a very hot
political issue.

Mr HASSELL: But it was about a law adopted
by the Parliament. §1 was issued to inform people
of their rights.

It is no accident that the Government has begun
this advertising campaign during the course of the
by-clections. 1t is no accident that the Minister
has refused flaily to balance the telling of the
story. The Government is not prepared to face the
people on the basis of an even-handed and
balanced presentation of two points of view on this
subject.

Mr Gordon Hill: Have you read the pamphlel?

Mr HASSELL: The pamphlet has not yet been
issued.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: What absolute nonsense the
member is speaking. The pamphlet seeks input;
and this goes 10 the very heart of the motion. The
advertisements arc secking input on legislation for
land rights to which the Government is commit-
ted. It does not seck input on the fundamental
question ol whether we should have land rights.
That is the issue the Government has not been
prepared to face up to. The Government would not
even allow Mr Scaman to consider the question.

Mr D. L. Smith: What input did you make to
the Seaman inquiry?

Mr HASSELL: The member should under-
stand, as he is a lawyer, that Mr Seaman’s terms
of reference did not allow him to consider the
question upon which we would have made a sub-
mission. Mr Scaman acknowledged that in a letter
to The West Austrafian, and he acknowledged it
in an article rcported on the front page of The
Anglican Mcsscnger. The member knows that.
Why docs he keep repeating this question? This
gaes to the very heart of the motion.

Mr D. L. Smith: That is purcly an exercise in
semantics.

Mr HASSELL: | will lct the member for
Mitchell speak in a moment. when [ have finished
my point.

The Government has refused consistently 1o do
anything but misrcpresent the position of the Op-
position. The member for Mitchell knows full well
that Mr Seaman, under the 1erms of reference set
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by the Minister, could not have considered our
submission. Is the member for Mitchell suggesting
seriously that we should have made a submission
at considerable trouble and expense—which we
would have done if we had made a submission; we
would have done it thoroughly—outlining our
reasons for suggesting there should be no law re-
garding land righis? Is the member so silly as 10
suggest that we should have done that?

Mr D. L. Smith: If your submission was just a
repitition of what you are saying tanight, nobody
would take any notice of it.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: What an extraordinary indict-
ment of the member for Mitchell has just issued
from his own lips. His only answer to the question
I put 10 him fairly and squarely is 1o attack the
argument that 1 have put. | asked him whether |
could legitimately put that argument to Mr Sea-
man. He knows full well that whatever the quality
of the argument—whether he is right or wrong is
irrelevant for a momeni—it could not have been
considered by Mr Seaman.

The member for Mitchell knows that, yet he
and other members of the Government persist in
repeating that the Opposition would not make a
submission to the Seaman inquiry. That is meant
to convey some meaning about the Opposition's
position. The only thing it conveys is a misrep-
resentation, because the member and every other
member on the Government side must know by
now because it has been said often enough, that
the Opposition was not in a position to make a
submission to the Seaman inquiry because Mr
Seaman was not given a term of reference by this
Government altowing him 10 consider the question
which the Opposition is concerned 10 explore.

Mr D. L. Smith; You could have put up a sub-
mission suggesting the status quo should remain.

Mr HASSELL: At least the member is address-
ing the question; but 1 must say he is wrong,
because if he reads Mr Seaman’s words as
reported in The Anglican Messenger he will see
clearly that Mr Scaman could rot consider a sub-
mission which suggested there should be no land
rights. He said that such a submission would be a
complete waste of time 10 make because it did not
fall within his terms of reference.

Mr D. L. Smith: | 1think we can agree to dis-
agree.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: The Government members
must know by now that the people of this State, by
an overwhelming majority, do not accept land
rights.
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Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: There would be one way of
ascertaining that.

Mr Jamieson: Do you want an election on it
next week?

Mr Clarko: The poll has already been done.
Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: | do not give undue weight to
polls. 1 am just giving figures from polls.

Mr Wilson: In just about every speech you have
made you have quoted that. Would you not call
that undue weight?

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! It is becoming obvious
that the Leader of 1the Oppasition is endeavouring
Lo answer interjections. As you know, interjections
are highly disorderly. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition may well finish his speech a lot earlier, if
there are no interjections.

Mr HASSELL: That almost sounds like a re-
quest.

F will refer to the matter raised by the member
for Welshpool. Of course, there is one way to
determine the issue absolutely, and that would be
10 have a referendum. | notice that the Govern-
ment has not proposed that.

Mr Wilson: I do not think the Liberal Govern-
ment ever proposed a referendum. When did Sir
Charles Court ever propose a referendum?

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! I just called for order. |
do not know whether members really appreciate
the situation, Interjections are disorderly. A mem-
ber is entitled to make his speech without interjec-
tions.

Mr HASSELL: In response to the member for
Welshpool, 1 simply put on record that if the
Government is concerned that other indications of
public opinion arc inadcquate, if it wanied it could
find out the answer clearly by putting the issue
fairly and squarely to the people at a referendum.
If it did that, as the Minister well knows, the
legislation adopted by this Parliament on the insti-
gation of this Government means that the Govern-
ment would be required to allow both sides of the
argument to put their points in the literature
issued al the expense of the taxpayers. That is
unlike the present situation where the Minister is
printing advcrtisements at the cost of the tax-
payer—3$9 000 so far has been spent by the
Government to advertise one side of the argument.
Heaven knows how much will be spent on the
pamphlet. | guess that if we ask some questions
about that, we might find out in about May next
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year, because that js the time-frame at the mo-
ment for receiving answers to questions that might
embarrass the Government.

Leaving aside the very simple question of how
the Government could ascertain what the people
wanted—] know the Government does not want to
do that because it has a pretty good idea, and it is
worried aboutl it—1 have an interesting study to
refer to because it was an Australia-wide study
made last year before the controversy had reached
its present proportions and before the issue had
moved so much into the minds of the people gener-
ally. 1 received this information recently from the
Federal Secretariat of the Liberal Party of
Australia; the information is dated 5 September,
The survey was conducted by the Roy Morgan
Research Centre Piy. Ltd., and the steering com-
mittee was chaired by Dr Don Edgar, the Chair-
man of the Institute of Family Studies. The survey
reported as follows—

The Australian Values Study Survey, of
which we are a member, included a number
of questions on aboriginal affairs. These have
now been pulled together and released (copy
attached).

1 have additional breakdowns by age, sex,
accupation, etc, il you require them.

In summary the findings are:

a majority {excepl in Victoria) believe
Aborigines “get a fair go™ . ..

Mr Wilson: You do not agree with that?

Mr HASSELL: As ! have said, a lot nceds Lo be
done. The report continugs—

an overwhelming majority (91 per cent) be-
lieve they should be treated *the same as
other Australians™

only a small proportion {except in WA)
would object to having Aborigines as neigh-
bours

the great majority (78 per cent) belicve they
should have *the same land rights as other
Australians™.

but, quite a substantial proportion (38 per
cent) believe that “Aborigines should own the
minerals found on their reserves™ even when
the question explains that this is not the case
for other landholders.

Mr Jamieson: That is confusing in itself.

Mr HASSELL: 1 will just give the other side of
the coin. The survey revealed that 38 per cent of
the people agreed, but 55 per cent disagreed.
Although a substantial proportion of the people
agreed, there were still 55 per cent who disagreed
with the proposition. The report continues—
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The survey was conducted late last year
(though only rccently published) and opinion
may have moved on some of these questions.
The sample size is not large and caution
should be exercised in using breakdowns es-
pecially for smaller States.

While no survey is conclusive, that is an
interesting survey because it shows on an
Australia-wide basis that very clear figure of 78
per cenl of Australians who believe that Aborigi-
nes should have the same land rights as other
Australians. That is inescapably the key question
in this debate.

As 1 tricd to explain to Government members
this alternoon, using the larger piece of cardboard
on which | had written, the two key issues are still
there 10 be delermined, and they ought 10 be de-
termined by this Parliament in this State. They
should not be confused with the constitutional ar-
gument with the Commonwealth; they should not
be confused with the argument about what sort of
land rights we should have; they should not be
confused with arguments about the drafting of
legislation.

The fundamental issue is sull there: Should
Western Australia have land rights legislation at
all? The very clear and unequivocal answer which
I give and to which the Opposition adheres is that
there should be no land rights legislation in this
State. We believe that the real problems of Abor-
iginal people should be dealt with as best they can
in the processes that need to be followed to try to
come 10 grips with those problems.

There will be no magic solution, no immediate
answers, no casy answers and no quick results.
The problems that have emerged over a long
periad will take a long time (o solve. Everyone in
this House knows that; cveryone in this House
knows that it is a difficult and complex problem
even 1o make a beginning. Everyone has come to
know, bit by bit, that the massive expenditures on
Aboriginal aflairs institulted by the Common-
wealth since it assumcd the greater responsi-
bility—I do not concede an exclusive responsi-
bility—aflter the 1967 referendum have not of
themselves produced the solutions we had hoped
for.

It is indced timely that we should be instituting
a proper sludy on a bipartisan basis to try 10 lind
out what better expenditurcs can be made, what
beiter use can be made of the money that has been
lavished—because it has been—by the Common-
wealth and State Governments. That money, de-
spile its proportion, is precious and its expenditure
ought 10 be examincd to sce whether betier value
can be eblaincd for it; to see whether better results
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can be obtained for the people it is intended to
benefit.

Had that been the view of the Government it
would have joined wholeheartedly with the pro-
posal of the Oppositior in the upper House for a
committee to examine those very issues. The
Government instead pursued short-term political
objectives and simply opposed the Opposition’s
suggestion for a committee and only later reluc-
tantly joined the committee. Now it has estab-
lished an outside, non-parliamentary commitiee
headed by a Government member from this
House.

Mr Gordon Hill: A committee of experts, and
no better person could have been found to head it.

Mr HASSELL: The Opposition is not
interested in the lactical manoeuvrings of polilical
play in this matter. The Opposition has been con-
sistent throughout in opposing the granting of land
rights in Western Australia. It is opposed 10 the
establishment of a legislative framework for the
granting of land rights and it will continue on that
path; it will not be deflecied from it by any smart
manoeuvrings by the Government.

Mr D. L. Smith interjected.

Mr HASSELL: The member for Mitchell inter-
rupts me again, this time to say that it is an issue
we have going for us.

Mr D. L. Smith: An issue you believe you have
going for you.

Mr HASSELL: That is not what the member
said.

Mr D. L. Smith: It is what 1 meant to say.

Mr HASSELL: What the member for Mitchell
is really saying is that we are representing the view
of the larger community—and we are; we rep-
resent the overwhelming majority of Western
Australians and we will continue 1o represent
them forcefully and strongly, not simply because
the community is of that opinion, but because we
believe in that opinion very strongly, because we
believe that this Siate of ours should not be div-
ided in the way the Government proposcs.

We believe that the future of the State depends
on the harmony of all its people; it does not depend
on the division of the State on racial grounds. We
believe that the Government’s praposals for land
rights, whether in the Seaman form, the Northern
Territory form, the Government’s latest version,
the Prime Minister’s prevarication or whatever
form, will divide this State; it will divide the
people of this State, one against the other. We
believe the Government’s proposals will cause not
only the problems which have become so mani-
festly evident in the Northern Territory, but ad-
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ditional and cven greater problems, because the
Northern Territory, with its small population, can
10 some exlent accommodate the tensions that
have been pencrated there. Within this Siate we
will see a fare up of racial prejudice and racial
hatred.

Mr Wilson: Do your best.

Mr HASSELL: These racial problems will arise
from the enaciment of legislation as planned by
this Governmen.

Mr Wilson: You are a major abettor of that.

Mr HASSELL: The member for Mitchell and
the Minister have been unable to contain them-
selves any longer and have resorted to the tactic
which has been used by the Federal Minister, by
the Premier and by Labor people from all over
Australia. As soon as people get into the land
rights debate and the Labor people cannot argue
the issues, they attack those people who oppose
land rights as being anti-Aboriginal or racist.
What a despicable approach to an argument; what
a deplorable lack of capacity to meet the issues
thai those statements represent.

[ have been through this issue for a long time,
nol only as a member of Parliament and not only
in the last 19 months, but also before | became a
member of Parliament. | have heard these things
said over and over again. | say to the member for
Milchell and the Minister that no amount of
abuse or name calling by them will stop me from
saying what | believe to be true, which is that land
rights is racist and wrong for that reason and
ought to be opposed by every person interested in
the future welfare of this Stale, the future welfare
of the economy of this State, and more particu-
larly the future welfare of the people of this State,
people who want to live as a harmonious com-
munity.

The member for Kimberley, who has been
involved in one or two of our land rights seminars,
will know that on occasions | have been in effect
inviled by some people taking part in those sem-
inars to take up some kind of anti-Aboriginal
stance in support of my argumenis. He will know
that not only have | refused to do so, but that on
each occasion and in' the face of audiences who
have been very strong in their views about these
matters, | have laid down very clearly and firmly
my view, which is that under no circumstances
should we allow the land rights debate to degener-
ate into an anti-Aboriginal debate and that under
no circumsiances should we use the debate against
Aboriginal people.

The cause of Aboriginal land rights and the
conflict in the community about Aboriginal land
rights—and they barely touch most Aborigi-
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nes—is not Aboriginal people, but white people. It
is Governments like this; it is people who persist in
putting forward these ideas because they see some
political advantage in it. The way this Government
and its members have used Aboriginal people over
the years has been nothing less than shameful. |
saw it in the Kimberley in 1977 during the election
conlested by Mr Bridge and Mr Ridge. | saw the
evidence; | investigated the evidence of the people
carted off in truckloads and shepherded into
polling booths to get the advantage of their vote.
That is what went on, and that is the origin of the
Government’s policy on land rights. [t was the
perception of Government members that from all
this there was political gain 10 be made and there
were seats to be won.

I make it clear again for the Minister and for
the member for Miichell that they can call me any
name they like, but | will not retract one iota from
my opposition to land rights as they propose it. |
know it does not move them, [ know they do not
understand the concept, but fundamentally | be-
lieve that they are simply wrong. It is not a matter
of politics or the tactics of today or of telexes from
the Prime Minister or of dramatic statements or
misrepresentations of our position, but a belief
that it is wrong as distinct from right. That is the
beliel I have and that is the basis upon which we
are proceeding, because we believe that what the
Government is doing is wrong for the future or our
State. That is why | have moved this motion and
that is why we will continue to oppose the Govern-
ment’s plans with all the vigour available to us.

MR PETER JONES {Narrogin) [8.13 p.m.]: 1
formally second the motion and in doing so make
the clear statement that the Government is en-
gaged in a deceitful and misleading practice on the
issue of Aboriginal land rights. This is not only my
apinton; but it is also an opinion which flows rom
the fact that the very policies of the Governmem
in this State and in Canberra have raised ihe
cxpeclations of Aborigines and those who speak
for them throughout the country.

Mr Troy: If it is not your opinion, then who do
you represent in this House?

Mr PETER JONES: | am quoting the com-
ments of people such as Robert Riley.

Mr Wilson: Is he a friend of yours?

Mr PETER JONES: [ have met him.

Mr Wiison: That is not the question ] asked.

Mr PETER JONES: No, he is not a friend in
the normal sense of the word, but I have met him.
He is a very articulate and competent person and
he recently pave a very good interview, so good in

fact that 1 made a point of obtaining a transcript
of it after the rclease of the Seaman report and the



[Wednesday, 10 October 1984]

Government's so-called principles that went with
iL.

Mr Wilson: Your leader made some comment
about whether or not he was a real Aboriginal.

Mr PETER JONES: | cannot comment on that;
I do not know whether he said that. But Robert
Riley happens 1o be the Chairman of the National
Aboriginal Conference.

He made the point that expectations had been
raised, because there was a clear commitment by
the Australian Labor Party, at both Federal and
State levels, lor uniform land rights legislation.

A lot of this argument has centred around what
is meant by “land rights”. What are we talking
about with “rights”? The Government is now pro-
posing to introduce legislation for land rights, but
is not including certain matters which were in-
cluded originally. Five principles were enunciated
by the Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.

In that context, some weeks ago | saw Mr Riley
featured on an ABC programme on a Friday even-
ing with Mr Holding. Quite frankly, he did Mr
Heolding like a dinner by making the point that the
Federal Government had made a clear and un-
equivocal undertaking—which was confirmed
unanimously at the recent Federal conference of
the Labor Pary, and supported by delegates from
this State, led by the Premier—io confirm the
commitment of the Australian Labor Party to uni-
form land rights legislation throughout this
nation.

It is no wonder that people such as Mr Riley
have felt betrayed and have not hesitaled to say so.
Mr Holding publishes his opinions and statements
through various papers and forms. In a publication
from the Department of Aboriginal Affairs he was
reported as follows—

Our predecessors shirked their
constitutional responsibilities by deferring 100
readily to States which were not prepared to
secure land rights for Aboriginals or protect
Aboriginal heritage.

He made it quite clear that the Federal Govern-
ment would be introducing legislation to provide
protection for sites, objects, human remains, and
various other things. Some of that has been done
already.

A commitment was clearly there, and it re-
mains, because as has already been indicated, the
statement made by Mr Holding, subsequent upon
the release of the Seaman report was, that they
would not in any way retreat from the commit-
ment 10 the Federal policy of the Labor Party in
respect of uniform land rights.
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I do not think there could be any doubt that Mr
Seaman—much of whose report | would accept as
being an authoritative background on the aspir-
ations and conditions of the Aborigines in West
Australia——must have felt apgrieved that at least
one cardinal promise made repeatedly by the
Premier—for example, by way of letier to the
Country  Women's  Association—was  not
honoured. That letter was tabled in this Parlia-
ment two or three weeks ago. The Premicr said
that all the items referred to by that association
would be dealt with following the receipt of the
Seaman report, and the discussion perigd which
would follow, for the Government to give consider-
ation 1o the report.

That has been the substance of what the
Government has been saying, and it is acceptable.
The fact is thal until the Seaman report was
received, the Government could not make its de-
cision. That is the Government’s entitlement and
responsibility. It had to decide on what was the
best recipe for Aboriginal land rights in Western
Australia, not necessarily consistent with the
lerms of reference of the report, whose terms of
reference do nol necessarily apply to the legis-
lation the Government might bring in.

Over the last few months a considerable number
of questions have been asked about this matter,
and the attitude of the Minister with special re-
sponsibility for Aboriginal Affairs has been quite
clear: He is one who favours the granting of some
form of entitlement for Aborigines, not only in the
form of access to land, but also reparding their
powers in respect of that land. He has always been
careful when answering those questions, because
the final decision could not be made until receipt
of the report. However, he slipped into his Federal
colleague, Graham Campbell, the member for
Kalgoorlie, who publicly opposed the granting of
land rights which included any form of veto over
exploration and mining,

All the Minister could say to that was, “What
Mr Campbelt says is a matter for Mr Campbell to
answer™".

Mr Wilson: What is wrong with that?

Mr PETER JONES: iIn substance there is
nothing wrong with that, but of course the impli-
cation was that it was for Mr Campbell to answer
when speaking on policies which are not those of
the Labor Party. The Minister meant that as far
as the Governmeni was concerned, its policy was
about Aboriginal land rights, containing certain
vetos because that was Federal policy. That has
been reaffirmed with the unanimous support of
delegates from this State.

Mr Wilson: That is your inference.
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Mr PETER JONES: We had a situation where
on 17 April this year, in answer Lo a question from
me, all the Minister could do was criticise any
attitude and opinion that was not his. He
suggested quite pompously that | should talk to
my bishops. Indeed, he asked whether | was aware
of the attitude of the bishops of my church. He
said—

I am also surprised that .. .and as a leader
of his church, he should nat be more obedient
to his bishops, when one considers the atli-
tudes expressed by the churches in Weslern
Australia on the issue of Aboriginal land
rights

What sort of defence is it to suggest to any mem-
ber or person who has a different opinion from
that held by the Minister that he listen to his
bishops?

I am prepared to do that. | am aware of what
they say on this matter, and [ disagree with the
attitudes of various churchmen | know, and with
whom | have some association. | disagree with
them very much on this issue.

The late archbishop, of Perth, at his last
Anglican synod, very capably made the point that
his personal lear was that there were excesses of
privilege and indced a danger of excesses of privi-
lege in what was being advanced by way of Abor-
iginal land rights. He did not take that away from
the lact that he was commitied to the care of the
deprived and disadvantaged in the community, re-
gardless of their race or colour and the principle
that they should reccive a considerable amount of
the church’s care.

Hc led this community in that regard and made
a tremendous contribution to it, but even he, in the
later part of his life, and at the end of his associ-
ation with the archbishopric in Perth, reach the
stage where he leared “excesses of privilege”.

Mr Wilson: Did you talk to him personally
about thosc things? | think | have a better under-
standing than you do.

Mr PETER JONES: 1 did and 1 appreciate
that. | am not criticising the Minister’s comments.
The Minister asked me to lisien 1o my bishops.
They were his words. The Minister introduced the
argument.

Mr Mensaros: When Ron Thompson listened to
the Catholic bishop he was expelled from the
Labor Party.

Mr Wilson: In this case the Catholic arch-
bishop has very strong views on this question.

Several members interjected.

Mr Clarko: Friends of the homos is another
arca where you are in the 20 per cent bracket.
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Mr PETER JONES: Commenis have been
made in this debate about the movement by the
Federal ind State Governmenis anyway, from the
original commitment to Aberiginal land rights. It
has been suggested that that movement away from
the commitment was done quickly and incisively,
especially in regard to land rights which contained
a power of veto over access for exploration or
mining purposes. That has been done for political
purposes, but the Government has denied that
tonight.

Mr Holding does not deny that; he makes it
quite clear. Indeed, the Premier does not deny it.
Mr Holding said on a radio programme on 28
September 1984, after the Seaman report was
published—

But each State, having regard 1o the politi-
cal contingencies that operate there has
chosen different courses for themselves . . .

He was then asked whether the Federal Govern-
ment was commitied to Aboriginal control in re-
lation to Aboriginal land. His response was—

The Federal Government has always had
that position . . .

He understood what it was all about, in the same
way the Premier undersiands. He moved away for
political purposes, quickly and cleanly, to a point
where the expectations of a considerable number
of leaders within the Aboriginal community were
destroyed. 1 quoted Mr Riley in that regard. His
criticism was directed towards the Premier, the
Labor Party, the Federal Minister, and the Prime
Minister on the grounds thal there was a clear
commitment and that it was part ol the Labor
Party's platform. They moved away from that
“having rcgard to the political contingencies”, as
Mr Holding said.

Within the Labor Party in this State a situation
was adopied where some principles were released,
at the same time as the Seaman report, which
meant very little. They were couched in terms
which made certain promises and which gave
some undertakings. They used words which re-
ferred to access to land and the “legitimate and
genuinc aspirations of Aboriginal people to land”.
They referred also o the “*social well-being of the
broader community™. This is a polite and nice way
of saying, “*W¢ have to withdraw from our original
commitment, because the social well-being of the
broader community is paramount, and in that con-
text there will be no Aboriginal land rights in the
terms of our platform because that will not be
popular. Therefore we have to withdraw {rom
that".

Having done 1hat the Government has to find
somewhere else 1o go. 11 is going down the track,
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and in going down the track will have to take
cognisance of several other factors and principles.
There is not one word of criticism [ can make
about that because it is like motherhood. It is like
saying, “| support road safety”; it is meaningless.
It is simply a restatement of what is happening
now in terms of the commitment.

There are some changes in the commitment.
However, the end objective is nothing more and
nothing less than what ought to be the objective of
all Governments in regard to the nceds and
aspriations of any racially or socially
disadvantaged or deprived group within our com-
munity. So, it is meaningless except for the section
which says that Aboriginal aspirations for land
should be viewed in the context of an overall land
management planning procedure. It will be
interesting 10 see what that really means. Does it
mean tenure? Does it mean anything different
from what is happening now? Does it allow some-
one, again regardless of his position within the
community, 10 engage in subdivisions and to buy
pastoral stations or a house? Does it really mean
anything other than that or is it just paving the
way for the continuation of the status quo? These
are nice words to enable the Government to ex-
plain this situation away when it does something
else for political reasons.

It is quite clear, from what has been said and
from what has been published, that the Federal
Government, notwithstanding the prancing of the
Prime Minister, has not backed away from its
commitment at all. Everybody knows that the
Premier went to Canberra. He tried to do a deal.
He came back. He then had to trot back to
Canberra on the same day that he was supposed to
open the biggest capital work that had been put
into Albany for some years. He offended the
people of Albany and went to Canberra instead.
He still did not get the unequivocal commitment
that he desired. The reason that he did not get that
commitment is clearly known; he did not get it
because the Prime Minister does no1 have the
numbers. He does not have the numbers to say
unequivocally that the policy of the Labor Party.
regardless of elections and regardless of anything
else that might happen in time, will change and
there will bc no Aboriginal land rights that con-
tain any form of velo over access to land for explo-
ration and mining purposes.

The Prime Minister could not deliver that. No-
where has he said that; he has not got the num-
bers. He has said to the one-third who are the
swingers in the party that there will be no rocking
of the boat until after the election. Mr Hawke has
the support of one-third of the members af the
Labor Party and Mr Holding has the support of
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another one-third. Therefore, no public commit-
ment has been made at all. What will happen in
Western Australia will not involve anything that
will be in conflict with the Commonwealth situ-
ation. It will only go so far. Of course, there will
be no conflict in the legislation that is proposed.
That is clear.

The most difficult and most sinister area that
has not been referred to by the Premier or by the
Prime Minister, but which has been referred to by
Mr Holding in the last 14 days, is the power which
the Commonwealth has already. It is a power
which the Minister in this Parliament said he was
not happy about. It relates to the interim heritage
legislation which the Commonwealth has already
passed, and which has been branded *land rights
by stealth™. it is a deceitful piece of legislation and
[ know that this Government was not happy about
it. The Government indicated that il was happy
with that legislation to the point that it sought and
was able to obtain some undertakings from the
Commonwealth regarding the application of any
interim heritage legislation to be applied in West-
ern Australia. No sooner had the legislation been
proclaimed than there occurred the mess relating
10 the Harding River Dam in the Pilbara. That
issue had to be pushed, very quickly, under the
carpet before it became a great embarrassment to
the Government.

Irrespective of how that matter was handied
and swept aside, the point is that the Common-
wealth has the power to implement a form of
Aboriginal land rights in Western Australia. Here
1 am referring 10 the right of a community, a
group of Aborigines, or an individual to impose
what is, effectively, a velo over access to land for
whaltever purpose by using the legisiation passed
by the Commonwealth. That has not been denied
by this Government because, on 8 May, the Minis-
ter made a quite clear statement al some length in
which he expressed the Government's extreme
concern at the original draft of the legislation. He
still expressed some concern after a number of
basic requirements listed in his speech had not
been met. He finished by saying that the Govern-
ment believed that the legislation was unnecess-
ary.

Therefore, the situation is not clear in any way
whatsoever. The Commonwealth is still able to
impose its will upon the people of this State by
veloing access 10 land for any purposé. The Com-
monwealth Minister has the power Lo proclaim an
area of land, not just a site; he can do that as well.
However, the effects of that legislation go far be-
yond what would normally be a reasonable situ-
ation.
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We now have a situation where the Government
is embarking upon the dralting of its legislation. |
know that some suggestions have been made that
bodics such as the Australian Petroleum Explo-
ration Association Limited and the Australian
Mining Industry Council support Aboriginal land
rights provided the cntitlements or the legislation
associated with any claims do not allow a right of
velo. That really is drawing something of a long
bow. The Australian Petroleum Exploration As-
sociation Limited wrole to the Premier on 2
October. That lctter has been circulated. It made
¢lear the association’s position in relation to this
matter and did not even refer to land rights as
such.

It stated that the association’s principles on land
rights are—

APEA accepts that Aboriginals must have
a say in their own affairs and should be able
to protcet their heritage. The Association
supports the principle of government activity
to cnable Aboriginal communilics to obtain
title 1o appropriate land as a means of
preserving their heritage and aspects of their
traditional lifestyle. The Association believes
that the first siep towards resolving the prob-
lems now cncountercd must be to establish
heritage legislation acceptable 10 the various
governments, Lhe resources industries and
Aboriginal representatives through a system
of ideniifying important culwural arcas,
registering them and making State govern-
ments responsible for cstablishing clear prin-
ciples lor cxploring an area before a permit is
offered for bidding. Exploration should then
praceced under the terms of onshore petroleum
legislation. Government should have the re-
sponsibility 10 set royalty rates for develop-
ment and to distribute the revenue received 10
the community as it sees fit, thus removing
the payment of money directly to Aboriginal
communities as a source of contention be-
tween such communities and the resources
industry.

The point made by that body is that it does not
need a separate land rights Statute related 1o land
rights, becausc it speaks of legislation relative to
the cultural heritage of Aborigines. In other
wards, the type of Statute about which it is speak-
ing already exists. [1 talks about the onshore pet-
roleum legislation and it talks about tenure of
land. ‘

The Government would be aware that, in all of
the three areas that have been mentioned, Statutes
already exist which could be amended to effect the
Government’s aititude to and its aspirations for the
Aboriginal pcople. Again | refer to its introducing
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the type of legislation suggested by Mr Seaman. It
should alter the Land Act in relation to tenure of
land because, afier all, there already cxist secure
Aboriginal reserves. The letter refers to the legis-
lation relative to exploration activity. Nowhere
does the letter reler to the need for new Statutes,

Mr Pearce: Why has that organisation not been
a party to the drafting commitiee then?

Mr PETER JONES: If the member rcads the
letter that has been circulated he will sec that that
organisation has had discussions with the Govern-
ment so he can find out.

The Government has not, in any stalement that
it has made, indicated why there needs 10 be new
legislation. [t has not mentioned the basic, funda-
mental aspirations of Aborigines. It has denied
those aspirations.

Mr Bridge: No, it has not.

Mr PETER JONES: It has. The veto power has
been denied.

Mr Bridge: That is not the basic, fundamental
issue.

Mr PETER JONES: | will correct thal. It has
removed a very fundamental aspiration of the Ab-
original people; that is, the right of veto. The
Government has denicd that. The member has
said that in this Parliament and | respect him for
that. A fundamental plan has been denied by this
Government. Yet, we will still have a Statute put
in place which is unnecessary and which is not
wanted. It will not serve any purpose that could
nol be served under existing legislation.

MR WILSON (Nollamara—Minister with
special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs)
[8.42 p.m.]: The Leader of the Opposition hangs
grimly onto this issuc like a drowning man hangs
onto life itself. We all understand why he needs to
do that. Under other circumstances, we might
cven sympalthise with him in his difficulty. What
we have heard, particularly from the Leader of the
Opposition tonight, is a further tedious repetition
of the tired old carping that we have heard from
the Leader of the Opposition on this issue over the
last 12 months. At least the member for Narrogin
was a bit more interesting 1o listen to, although he
was equally wrong in what he said.

Mr Pecarce: It is a question of volume rather
than accuracy.

Mr WILSON: The tired nature of what the
Leader of the Opposition had to say was reflected
in the emptiness of the benches behind him. Not
even members ol his own party could put up with
hearing it all over again.

Mr Peter Jones: | cannot see your benches fitl-
ing up now.
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Mr WILSON: It is not a Governmeni motion.
It is an Opposition motion. One would presume
that the Opposition supports the motion. However,
if the level of aticndance by Opposition back-
benchers tonight is a measure of their support,
then the Leader of the Opposition is surely on the
skids.

Even the Deputy Leader of the Opposition had
to look up 10 him at one stage and wonder why
he was overshadowing him during his speech.

Mr Pearce: When he was using the chart |
thought he looked like Piggy Muldoon,

Mr WILSON: The Government does not take
the motion with any great degrec of seriousness. |1
it were at ail intercsied in the tedious motion and
repetition by the Oppaosition it would have to be
honest and say that it is disappoinied that the
Leader of the Opposition has the temerity Lo say
that this Government reflused consistently to de-
bate or consider the fundamental issue of whether
there should be available to the Aboriginal people
in this State legal righis 10 claim land and hold it
on special conditions not available to other West-
ern Australian people. It is not the Government,
but rather the Opposition that has refused 10 de-
bate this issuec in a reasonable manner. [t is the
Opposition which has been going around the
countryside ad nauscam and putting up its hollow
edifice about what land rights means. 1t is in re-
sponse to that hollow cdifice that it has produced
its poll figures showing thal Lhe majority of West-
ern Auslralians are opposed 10 land rights. The
Opposition cannot say with any truth or any
hanesty that the majority of people are opposed to
the land rights that this Government is proposing.
It can say only that it has been able to whip up
enough opposition to the hollow edifice it has put
up as “land rights” in order to give it the feedback
it desired.

Mr MacKinnon: What 1ype of land rights are
you proposing?

Mr WILSON: In fact, the Government has
always believed that this is an issue that should be
dealt with in a reasonable, rational and decisive
way.

Mr MacKinnon interjected.
Mr WILSON: Do not enter into this debate.
Several members interjected,

Mr WILSON: | am sorry the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition interrupted like that. 1 had more
regard for him and 1 do not want to hear that sort
of carping fram him. | expected better from him.

Mr MacKinnon: This will be the Lruth.
Mr WILSON: This will be the truih?
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Mr MacKinnon: What [ said happens to be the
truth.

Mr WILSON: This is why ithe Government
initiated the Seaman inquiry; namely because the
inquiry would not only encourage debate, but also
help inform it. There is little doubt that Mr Sea-
man has been effective in that task, both in his
discussion paper which was put out in January and
now in his final repart.

If the Leader of the Opposition wants Lo set
about rediscovering the wheel by rehashing all the
old arguments and half truths that appear to have
been his strength in the last 12 months, that is his
business. [ suggest in my own humble way that his
support in that regard will be restricted to his own
side of the Parliament.

I believe thas through the auspices of Mr Sea-
man’s paper and now his report and the issue of
the Government'’s statement of principles, we have
the best possible context in which we can get that
reasaned input into the legislation that the
Governmentl is seeking. I the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and his cohorts believe there is some cheap
political point scoring to be made, that is their
right, but they will not have any support from the
Government on this matter.

As the member for Mitchell has reminded the
House, the Opposition failed to make any input
into the Seaman inquiry; it refused to participate
or to have anything to do with it. It refused to
participate in Lhis process of reasoned and rational
debate and opinien forming on this issue.

| suppose the Opposition has to accept that,
with its own peculiar and particular viewpoints—I
stress the word “*peculiar™ because the State con-
servative parties and in particular their leader who
has this dedicated and obsessive attitude on this
issue, an attitude to which he has confessed—it is
radically oul of step with its Federal counterparts
in the area of Aboriginal land rights.

I will bricfly refer to some of the pertinent
points of the Federal coalition parties’ platform
from which [ am pleased 10 quote. It is issued by
Mr James Porter who is the spokesman on Abor-
iginal affairs for the Federal Opposition parties. It
reads as follows—

The coalition believes there is a need for
positive policies to provide opportunities for
Aboriginal people who have a close and con-
tinuous association with their Aboriginal
Lands, 10 live according to the traditional
culwure and lifestyle.

This will be enhanced if they can be given
secure title to appropriale land, provided that
land has not been alienated.
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Further on it stales—

In relation to the application of Common-
wealth Government policies and the develop-
ment of legislation by the states, we will en-
courage them to:

(1) Enable the Aboriginal community to
participate in detailed consultation in the
formulation of land rights legislation;

(2) Enable Aborigines choosing to live on
the traditional land, and to retain some
ar all of their traditional association with
the land, to, where consistent with the
rest of this policy be granted secure title
to such land to facilitate a continuation
of their lifestyle and culture:

(3) Gramt  security of tenure in the
abovementioned circumstances whereby
title 10 the land is held unencumbered
for, and on behalf of, that community;

(4) Ensurc that the 1erms and conditions of
entry and compensation for exploration,
mining and other us¢ of the land has due
regard 1o the social and cultural needs of
the traditional aboriginal owners;

(5) Provide for the protection and
preservation of sites of particular sacred
significance;

(6) Grant title to Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities who are liv-
ing on reserves which ensures:

(a) That the integrity of the reserved
boundaries be maintained;

secure tlenure for occupants and
preservation of their rights to use
the land;

(c) responsibility for the management
of the reserves is vested in local
communities;

(b}

{d) full consultation with the com-
munity in relation to the provision
of services,

(7) Provide secure tenure to protect com-
munitics who are ordinarily resident on
land within a pastoral lease by way of
excision of the Aboriginal settlement;

(8) Provide fringe dwelling Aboriginal com-
munitics with secure tenure for appropri-
ate land.

Mr Gordon Hill: It is pretty radical stuff.

Mr WILSON: | hardly need to draw the very
close similarities between that statement of policy
by the Federal spokesman on behalf of the Federal
coalition parties and the statement of principles
proposcd by the Weslern Australian Government.
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It would appear that the Western Australian
Government, in its moderate approach to this
issue, is very much in line with the Federal con-
servative spokesman on Aboriginal affairs.

| suppose we have to ask, “Where is the real
Liberal Party? Which is the real Liberal Party
and which one do we take notice of? Is it Mr
Porter in his very fulsome statement which is very
much in line with the statement of principles
issued by the Western Australian Government, or
is it the obsessed Leader of the Opposition of
Western Australia who admits to his personal ob-
session on this issue which clouds his judgment
and clouds everything he has to say on Aboriginal
land rights?”

Several members interjected.

Mr WILSON: | have not avoided i1, and | do
nat seek 1o avoid it. OF course what the Opposition
avoided is the rest of the policy statement.

Mr Hassell: The policy statement relates to the
area of Commonwealth responsibility, not the
State.

Mr WILSON: The Leader of the Opposition
did not listen to it and | do not think he has read it
carefully because it does refer 1o the States. It
refers to encouraging Aboriginal communities in
the States to consult for themselves on the issue of
land rights. 1 think the Leader of the Opposition
should read it carefully and perhaps he should ring
Mr Porter and see where he differs from him and
take him to task over it.

Mr Hassell: Why don’t you read out the other
parts?

Mr WILSON: I accept what the Leader of the
Opposition has read out. I do not deny what he has
read out and 1 do not back away from it, but |
think he should have read out what 1 did.

Mr Hassell: 1 did not read any of it.

Mr WILSON: No, he did not read it out and |
suggest he had good reason for that.

Mr Hasselk: I 1old you the position.

,-Mr WILSON: We have a very big division be-
tween the Leader of the Opposition and his Fed-
eral counterparts. The question people must ask is,
“Who really-speaks for the Liberal Party on this
issue? Is it this deeply obsessed man in Western
Australia who confesses 10 this terrible obsession
he has on this matter, or is it Mr James Porter in
Canberra?”

Mr Williams: What makes you think it is one
man? It is one party united.

Mr WILSON: The Leader of the Oppaosition
was on his own tonight when he was speaking.

Several members interjected.



[Wednesday, 10 October 1984)

Mr WILSON: The State Liberal leader ap-
pears 10 be out of step not only with his Federal
counterparts, but also with a lot of other people. |
would like to take this opperiunity to remind
members of what the editorial in The West
Ausiralian on Friday 28 September said about the
Seaman report and the Government’s statement of
principles. It reads—

The Burke government’s response to the
Seaman inquiry walks a fine line between
Aboriginal aspirations and political and econ-
omic reality. And it daes so with considerable
success, even though it will be accused of
cowardice by those in favour of land rights,
and of treachery by those against.

Further on it states—

This stance recognises that the mining in-
dustry, in particular, is vital to the fortunes of
all Australians—black or white. Thus Abor-
igines will not be able to veto mining develop-
ments and strike royalty bargains with
miners. Mincrals will remain in the pos-
session of the State, and a share of the
royalties that flow from them will be chan-
nelled to Aborigines through the Govern-
ment,

Finally it said—

Qur society is being put to the test: Can we
accommodate something as alien, though
well-meaning, as land rights, or will material-
istic responses prevail? The Government’s
statement of principle is far from complete,
but is suggests a direction which sensible and
fair-minded peoplc could support.

1t appears that it is hard to find fair-minded
people on the other side af the House.

Mr Pearce: It is hard to find fair-minded people
on the other side of the House.

Mr WILSON: The Minister for Education, is,
of course, morc expert at making that judgment
than I am, but ! take his word for it.

It is unfortunate that we do not have those fair-
minded people willing to lake that vicw on the
other side of the House. OF coursc, there arc other
people who have spoken in response to the Seaman
report and the Government's stalement of prin-
ciples. We have n spokesman from the WA
Chamber of Mines who was quoled in The West
Australian on 29 September as follows—

“This has deferred fears about the accept-
ance of land claims over privately held land
and leases. Mr Duncan Bell from the
chamber of mines was quoted an radio station
6WF on Seplember 28 as saying that *‘the
principles taken into consideration—interests
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of the wider community—the Government's
principles are heading-—in the right direc-

tion".
The editorial in The Western Mail on 29-30
September stated—

The community now has a sound base on
which it can make informed decisions about
improving the lot of 35000 of the State's
most underprivileged citizens. Now il is up to
the State Opposition—the issue is nol going
10 go way.

Finally, we have Mr Max Cameren quoted in The
West Australian of the same date saying the
Government was (rying to equate that policy di-
rection to fallow the middle ground.

We have an editorial in The Farmers Weekly.
Let me read a section from the editorial from that
newspaper, which can hardly be said 1o be a strong
supporter of the ALP. It is the latest edition, dated
3 October, and states—

... the Premier has moved to defuse the issue
by inviting a wide range of interested parties
to make an input in the framing ol the legis-
lation. The Liberal Party took little time to
reject the Government’s invitation and in so
doing could put itself in Lthe invidious position
of not being able 10 justify any criticism it has
of the legislation. In contrast, the Primary
Industry Association has welcomed the
Government initiative while not giving un-
equivocal support to the Government’s view.

Fair enaugh, we would not expect them to. [1 goes
on—

... it reasoned that it would be in a position
to exert some influence on the legislation and
this was the course that its members would
want it to underiake.

One of the major criticisms of primary pro-
ducer organisations in the past is that they do
not exert encugh influence or pressure on
Governments, whatever their paolitical colour.

The PlA is determined that primary pro-
ducers will not be disadvantaged by thc legis-
lation.

The Government's statement of principles on
the proposed legislation is sufficiently broad
10 allow for jockeying to take into account
wide variety of views in the final Act.

Whatever individual views ar¢ on the
proposed tegislation, the Premier had handled
the matier well so far and his actions have
cerizinly had a cooling effect on what
otherwise could have been a political hot po-
tato.

Let me quote from a news release of the RSL.
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Mr MacKinnon: You are not following the
PIA?

Mr WILSON: We might be. Does the member
think that is a bad idea?

Several members interjected.

Mr WILSON: Do members disapprove of that?

Several members interjected.

Mr WILSON: The RSL releasc reads—

The RSL believes that genuine Aboriginal
peoplc should be granted permanent tenure
on sclected land that mects their living re-
guircmenlts and protects and prescrves proven
sacred sites.

Several members interjected.

Mr MacKinnon: Does that say the RSL sup-
ports land rights?

Mr WILSON: The member must make up his
own mind.

Mr MacKinnon: | am asking you a question.

Mr WILSON: Il goes pretty close 10 saying the
RSL supports our position.

Mr MacKinnon: It does not say anything of the
sort. Read it out again.

Mr WILSON: Do not sheut like that.

Mr MacKinnon: Let us hear it.

Mr WILSON: It is very undignified.

Mr MacKinnon: What is wrong—

Several members inlerjecied.

Mr WILSON: Read Hansard.

Mr MacKinnon: What are you ashamed of?

Mr WILSON: | am not ashamed of anything.

Mr MacKinnon: Read it again.

Mr WILSON: Not only do we have all these
groups, along with Aboriginal people representing
groups throughout the State, willing to take part
in the process of drawing up legislation, but also
we have had an offer from Mr Tuxworth, the
Minister for Mines and Energy in the Northern
Territory, who has agreed to make pecople avail-
able to assist in this process. We have had an offer
from a conservative Government in the Northern
Territory. That Government will be in on the act;
but this poor old conservative Opposition in West-
ern Australia will be left out in the cold.

Scveral members interjected.

Mr WILSON: It is not going 10 exercise its
options; it will be out in the cold looking very silly
indeed.

Several members interjected.

Mr WILSON: All these people have indicated
some degree of support for the procedure which

[ASSEMBLY]

the Government is now adopting. Not all of them
have said they agree with everything the Govern-
ment has put in its statement of principles, but at
least they have shown sensible willingness 10 be
involved in a process which will provide Western
Australia—

Several members interjected.

Mr McNee: Like the package deal you put up in
the Federal Parliament.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr WILSON: [ belicve that this Opposition, in
particular the Leader of the Opposition, with his
personal decp opposition to this issue, has been left
right outside in this process which has been
coming together in Western Australia since the
release of the Seaman report’s findings and the
issue of the Government’s statement of principles.

Several members interjected.

Mr WILSON: We know what is being said in
the eleciorates.

Several members interjecied.

Mr Pearce: You were quoted in the paper as
saying the Liberals in Murchison-Eyre—

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! That has nothing 1o do
with this debate.

Mr WILSON: | do not doubt that people might
be saying things in those clectorates. We know the
sort of thing members have been saying about land
rights.

An Opposition member: It is not the same.
Mr WILSON: Oh yes, it is.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr WILSON: We know what members of the
Opposition are up to. We are well aware of the
stuff they are putting up to people. We are not in
the least worried. The Government is confident
that with the assistance of the groups | have
mentioned—those who have offered to be involved
in this positive process—that it is the Opposition,
with its obsessed leader, which will find itself out
in the cold in the long run.

Amendment to Motion
In that regard I wish to move an amendment Lo
the motion before the House.
I move—

That all words after the word “has” in line
2 of the motion be deleted and the following
words substituted—
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succeeded in relation 1o Aboriginal
land claims because:

(a) it has obtained a broad consensus to
the statement of principles for the
various Aboriginal, mining, pastoral
and primary industry groups—all of
which stand to be affccied by the
legislation;

(b) it has successlully negotiated 10 en-
sure that WA's position in this issue
is recognised by the Commonwealth
and in particular following the
ncgotiations belween the Premier
and the Prime Minister, WA now
has an undertaking that there will
be no ve1o on mining imposed by the
Commonwealth Government.

{c)} the Government condemns the State
Opposition’s approach to the issue
because the Opposition sought to:

(i) divide community interest
groups on grounds of race—an
approach inconsistent  with
policies endorsed by the pre-
vious State Liberal/Country
Party Government who were
quite prepared to introduce
specific  purpose legislation
directed at Aboriginal groups
{e.g. the Aboriginal Communi-
ties Act). and

(ii) for being completely out of step
with  their own  Federal
counterparts in the matter of
Aboriginal land rights.

MR PEARCE (Armadale—Minister for Edu-
cation) [9.09 p.m.]: | am pleased to sccond this
amendment. It summarises very ncatly the consen-
sus which the Government has been able to as-
semble. | am sorry 10 sec that members of the
Opposition do not want 10 become involved with
the Government in drafting new legislation
sceking a consensus approach on this difficult
issue for Western Australia. People are being
given a choice between working together as 2 com-
munity or working against sections of people in
Australia. 1 would Jike to see the people of West-
ern Australia working together with this Govern-
ment, not against each other with the Opposition.

MR HASSELL (Coticlsoe—Lcader of the Op-
position) [9.10 p.m.]: This amendment, of course,
is a nonsensc concocted by the Minister 1o try to
get himself off 1the hook in dealing with issues
which have been raised by the substantive motion
before the Housc. The first claim of the motion is
that the Government has obtained a broad consen-
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sus. That is simply factually wrong. The Govern-
ment has obtained no consensus from anyone. The
Government has obtained agreement from a num-
ber of groups of people who have involved them-
selves in discussions about the legislation. If the
Minister were honest enough 10 tell the House the
true position he would say not one of the groups
referred to by the Government and by the Premier
in his statement is in any way committed (o the
Government’s land rights legislation.

Mr Wilson: | admitted that; that is nothing
new.

Mr HASSELL: Even the Aboriginal groups are
not in any way commitied to the Government’s
legislation. In fact they are greatly dissatisfied
with the Government's approach.

Mr Wilson: I have admitied that.

Mr HASSELL: If the Minister has admitied it,
why does he say he has a particular consensus to
the statement? The statement of principles is also
claimed to be the principle upon which the legis-
lation wili be drafted. So the Minister is being
dishonesi on that issue.

Mr Wilson: What a weak argument.
Mr MacKinnon: A very strong argument.

Mr HASSELL: The second part says that the
State has successfully managed to cnsure that
WA’s position on this legislation is recognised by
the Commonwealth. What a very interesting
amendment that is. The Government will carry it
because it has the nembers, but 1 hope that the
Government will realise that in putting forward
such an amendment it is admitting that it is going
along with Commonwealth interference in West-
ern Australian affairs. It is, in fact, admitting that
it is prepared to have the Commonwealth Govern-
ment meddle in Western Australian sovereign
rights, and that it is prepared to allow the Com-
monwealth to have some part in these discussions.

This is a matter for the State of Western
Australia. It is a matter for this Parliament 10
determine. 1t has nothing whatever to do with the
Commonwealth. The Commonwealih has no right
10 the lands of Western Ausiralia; they belong to
the people of this State, represented by the Crown
as the head of this State. They do not belong 1o
the Commonwealth Government or to the Com-
monwealth Parfiament, which has no right of
dispossession of those lands in any circumstances
whatsoever, except the specilic constitutional right
1o resume land (or the public purposes of the Com-
monwealth on conditions of payment of just com-
pensation.

That is the only right 10 Western Australian
land which the Commonwealth has. | was very
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interested (0 hear the Minister admitting earlier
today that the Commonwealth admits that
position itself, and that the Commonwealth admits
that it has no right 10 the land of Western
Australia. So why, then, is this Siate Government,
this Burke Government, conspiring with the Com-
monwealth 1o effect a dispersal of Western
Australian land?

Why is this Commonwealth Government
involved with the drafting of legislation relating to
a matter of State constitutional responsibility?
What a fine example of centralism that is: A Stae
Government meekly and mildly poing along with
Commonwealth demands to interfere with and in-
volve itself in a matter that ought 10 be deter-
mined exclusively by this Parliament.

Mr Pearce: This is a clear case of ancestral
guilt.

Mr HASSELL: That is a very interesting com-
ment, because the one thing [ do not have is ances-
tral guilt. Tt is the proponents of land rights who
have ancestral guilt—the Malcotm Frasers of this
world who are able to go along with the idea of
tand rights, because they feel guilly about their
backgrounds and their successors in the world.
They feel they can remove that guilt by giving
away half of Australia. | have no such sense of
guilt.

Mr Carr: In fact you have no feelings at all.

Mr Pearce: You are a self-made man born in a
sod hut!

Mr HASSELL: | cannot concede that Aborigi-
nal or Australian problems will be solved on the
basis of the beating of breasts and the seli-deni-
gration involved in the land rights approach of this
Government and others.

The second part of the amendment is a very
significant admission by the State Government
that it is handing over to the Commonwealth and
conceding (o it rights to interfere in the affairs of
the Siate which should be resisted by a State
Government representing the people of the Siate,
just as we resisted such moves very successfully on
numecrous occasions during our term of office
when the Commonwealth started to move towards
interfering in the affairs of the State.

We laid it down very clearly that the Common-

wealth was not welcome to put its sticky fingers

into the affairs of the State, 1o direet them or have
any part of them, because we were the elected
Government of the Siate and, as 1 said before,
much and all as | disagree with most things that
members opposite propose and believe in, 1 cer-
tainly agree with the principle that, as the elected
Government of the State, they are entitled 1o
govern the State according to the Constitution of
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the State. | agree also that the powers the Govern-
ment has do not belong to the Commonwealth,
and the Commonwealth has no right whatever to
interfere in the matters that fall within the
constitutional responsibility of the State. The dis-
persal of the land of the Stale is a matier for the
State and this State Parliament, not for the Com-
monwealih; it is not for the lunatic Holding and
his extreme band of colleagues aad alt the others
aver there who, in the ivory towers of Sydney and
Melbourne, are so removed and separated from
the reality of Western Australia.

Paragraph (c) of the amendment reads in part
as follows—

The Government condemns the State Op-
posilion’s approach to the issue because the
Opposition sought to:

(i) divide community interest groups on
grounds of race. . .

What arrant nonsense that is. What absolute rub-
bish. One would think that even this Minister who
is so full of fire and brimstone would have been
able 10 come up with a better set of words than
those.

The Opposition has not sought to divide com-
munities. The Opposition is seeking 10 ensure that
communities are not divided and, of course, the
Minister knows that most of the members on the
Government benches do not agree with what the
Government is up to, anyway.,

Mr Wilson: You name them,

Mr HASSELL: They do not agree with what is
being done in this area. Government members
should look at the Federal member for Kalgoorlie
who has been running around the countryside tell-
ing little groups behind his hand that he does not
agree with land rights. However, when he is
pressed he says, *“Well, | will not cross the floor to
vole against it anyway”. Do members opposite
deny that has been going on with their Federal
member for Katgoorlie?

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: | am talking about the Federal
Labor member for Kalgoorlie.

Mr Wilson: You were talking about this side of
the House.

Mr HASSELL: The member for Kimberley
knows about his activities. He knows full well that
the Federal member for Kalgoorlic has travelled
widely through his elecioraie telling people that he
does not agree with land rights. He has been
opposing them. He has written a letter to all of his
colleagues, a letter which was publicised and
which said that he does not agree with land rights.
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The Federal member for Kalgoorlie has been say-
ing to people that he will not oppose land rights—

Mr Pcarce: The Federal member for Kalgoorlie
said he was opposed 10 a veto.

Mr HASSELL: No; the Federal member for
Kalgoorlie is opposed to land rights, but when he
is really nailed down on the issue, he tells people
he will not voie against it in the House anyway.
He 1ells people the convenient story of his oppo-
sition to land rights as long as it does not come to
a show of courage when the issue is taken up in the
House, and to crossing the floor of the House and
incurring the wrath of the Labor Party machine.

What a load of drivel it is 10 say that the Oppo-
sition has sought 1o divide community interest
groups. The Opposition has been out campaigning
on this issue lor nearly 12 months. We have been
to numerous seminars. We have even involved a
number of Labor members.

Mr Wilson: Like a drunken brawl in Port
Hedland.

Mr Pearce: You sparked three riots.

Mr HASSELL: The member for Pilbara spoke
at one of our seminars and Labor members have
always been treated with—

Mr Wilson: Seminars! What a euphemism.

Mr HASSELL: The members took part
voluntarily. We did not force them to do so and
they were always treated with courtesy and re-
spect. They had their say if they wanted 10. Those
seminars have been completely open. They have
invariably been attended—

Mrs Buchanan: |1 was prevented from having a
say at Port Hedland.

Mr HASSELL: Not only did the member for
Pilbara make quile a long speech there, but also it
was a specch—

Mrs Buchanan: That was at Karratha, not Port
Hedland.

Mr Wilsan: You are getting your towns mixed
up.

Mr HASSELL: The member lor Pilbara said
very clearly that she was speaking on behalf of the
Minister and she set outl precisely what she was
saying on his behalf. .

Mr Pearce: What happened at Port Hedland?

Mr HASSELL: The members of the Govern-
ment have been in turmoit over the legislation and

the Seaman report. There were arguments in

Caucus as 10 how the Seaman report would be
refeased and whether the Government’s statement
of the position should be released at the same
time. There have been troubles with Aboriginal
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groups on which the Government has wurned is
back after making all sorts of promises to them.

Minister Dowding promised that if Aborigines
did not get all their land rights, he would resign.
He has gone strangely quiet. Hon. Tom Stephens
could not believe that the Government was ratting
on its commitments as it has done.

All of those things indicate that the Govern-
ment is the one which has a divided position on
land rights, not the Opposition. As the Minister
knows, as Government members know, and as [
know, the great majority of Western Australian
people are opposed to land rights. That is a simple
fact.

Mr Wilson: As you put it to them.
Mr HASSELL: I have not put it to them.
Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: | will grant the Minister that [
have whipped up this matter. | have set out to
campaign against land rights. | am absolutely and
totally opposed to land rights. Do not Government
members understand that yet? | am totally
opposed to land rights. | feel the Government is
wrong. Cannot Government members understand
that position?

Mr Wilson: You are obsessed.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister and his extremist
colleagues—

Mr Carr: You are calling us extremists? What
nonsense.

Mr HASSELL: —thought that, by labelling us
as racists, and calling us all sorts of names and
abusing us, they would silence us. The Minister
and his colleagues set out on a concerted cam-
paign of abuse and innuendo against those who
opposed land rights. We even had one of the mem-
bers of the Human Rights Commission saying that
there was a hurried need for legislation Lo siop the
slander of racial groups and to put a stop to all
these people who were opposing land rights, That
statement was as clear as a bell and even his feliow
commissioner could not defend what he said.

What an incredible campaign has been waged
in this country in the past year 10 try to shut up
people when they disagree with the Government
and to try to silence them by abuse and various
kinds of threats. Look at the activity that has gone
on in relation 1o the comments made by Professor
Blainey.

Mr Wilson: What does that have to do with
land rights?

Mr HASSELL: The same kinds of things have
been said. [t has a lot to do with the attitude of
Labor Governments to people who disagree with
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them or question their position. Members should
look at the abuse the Government has heaped on
me over and over again because | disagree flunda-
mentally with its position on land rights.

Mr Pecarce: You arec the Enoch Powell of
Western Australia.

Mr MacKinnon: At lcast he has not broken
down in tears.

Mr Pearce: Or gone up to 69 per cent in the
polls!

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: Why is it, Sir, that this
Minister, this Government, and the Hawke
Government and its Ministers have used these
terms of abuse against people who are opposed Lo
land rights?

Mr Pearce: Because we are oflended by racists.

Mr HASSELL: They have done that, because
they want to silence those people; because funda-
mentally they do not believe that we should have
the right 1o opposc their proposals in respect of
land rights. Government members believe we
should be silenced.

Mr Pearce: You would be at home in South
Africa. You arc the wrong sort of person to lead a
political party in Western Australia.

Mr HASSELL: At least the Minister for Edu-
cation has brought up something relevant now,
because he is talking about South Africa and, of
course, land rights are a form of apartheid, as he
knows, and that is why wec are opposing them so
vigorously; we do not want 10 bring apartheid into
Western Australia under any circumstances.

It is just incredible that this man, this Minister
for Education, who is peddling political propa-
ganda through the schools of this State should join
the Minister with special responsibility for Abor-
iginal Affairs in trying to silence those who oppose
the Government’s point of view, just as the Feder-
al Government and its Ministers have tried,
through a concerted campaign of vilification and
abuse, to silence those who oppose their points of
view, their Bills, or anything else.

Surely by now this Minister and this Govern-
ment have got the message that we will not be
" silenced. We will not be beaten into the ground on
this issue by all the abuse they heap on our heads.
Government members can say what they like.
They can screcam as much as they like—

Mr Wilson: You are the one with the high
pitched voice.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister can use whatever
terms he likes: if he uses anything defamatory, he
will be sued—
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Mr Pcarce: This is the proponent of free specch!

Mr HASSELL: —but he will not succeed in
silencing me or any of my colleagues. We will
continuc every day and in every way 10 oppose the
Government's plan to divide Western Australia.
The Government’s worthless amendment is worthy
of nothing more than contempt.

MR MacKINNON {Murdoch—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [9.28 p.m.]: [ also rise o ap-
pose the amendment moved by the Minister with
special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs. The
Leader of the Opposition has stated quite clearly
the reasons lor our opposition, but | shall enunci-
ate a conple of others.

IT the Government thinks it has “obtained a
broad consensus”™ to the stalement of principles
from the various Aboriginal, mining, pastoral, and
primary producer groups, it is sadly deluded. If
the Government thinks also that, by gaining Lhe
broad consensus of those groups, it has community
support on this issue, again it is sadly deluded.

It is not strange that, when one moves
around the community, people raise issues with
one. The issue which people raise with me most
frequently these days is Aboriginal Jand rights. In
fact on Saturday evening | attended a football
club prize giving in my electorate and a couple of
fellows aged approximately 19 and 20 came up to
speak 1o me. They sought me out specifically to
mention to me their total opposition 1o Aboriginal
land rights.

Mr Pearce: If you look like a clown people will
talk 1o you about circuses. If you look like a racist
people will talk to you about racism.

Mr MacKINNON: They have a very clear
understanding of the issue. They are not 10 be
confused by what may or may not be produced
from the charade of the negotiation that goes on
beiween the Premier and the Prime Minister.
They understand quite clearly what are the issues,
as do the people of Western Australia.

As the Leader of the Opposition has indicated,
whether or not the Government accepts this mo-
tion in its original form, that part of the amend-
ment claiming consensus is really irrelevant. The
people of WA understand clearly what the issue is;
they have not been taken in.

Mr Wilson: Were there any Aborigines at the
trophy night?

Mr  MacKINNON:
interestingly enough.

Mr Wilson: Did they come to talk to you?

Mr MacKINNON: No, they did not.

Mr Pearce: They kept a million miles away
from you. They can pick a racist a mile off,

Yes, there were,
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Mr MacKINNON: | did not even speak at the
dinner, as a matter of fact. These fellows sought
me oult.

We come 1o the second part of the amendment,
which the Leader of the Opposition has quite
clearly indicated is a sad admission by this
Government. [t says—

It has successfully negotiated to ensuse
that WA's position in this issue is recognised
by the Commonwealth and in particular fol-
lowing the negotiations between the Premier
and the Prime Minister, WA now has an
undertaking that there will be no velo on
mining imposed by the Commonwealth
Government.

As the Leader of the Opposition said, what a very
sad admission. We have the Government of West-
ern Australia saying, “We have successfully
negotiated with the Commeonwealth to recognise
our position”. The Leader of the Opposition has
clearly indicated that, no matter what the Minis-
ter might say our Federal policy indicates, the
Leader of the Opposition in Canberra and all the
other leaders of our party in Canberra have
indicated that they will not interfere in any way
with the State’s undertaking its responsibilities.

Mr Pearce: That is largely because they won’t
be in Government in the foreseeable future.

Mr MacKINNON: | ask the Minister to read
the molion out and repeat for me the very begin-
ning of it which says, “The Federal Government
will encourage the State™—"encourage”, not
“interfere™.

Mr Wilson: | did rcad it.

Mr MacKINNON: It does not say “interfere”.
Compare that with this newspaper article of 29
September—

The Federal Government  yesterday
adopted a conciliatory approach to the WA
Government’s approach to the Aboriginal
land-rights package.

But i1 refused to rule out the introduction
of tougher Commonwealth legislation apply-
ing throughout Australia.

I listened to the “AM™ broadcast of Mr Holding
and if ever | have heard a politician ducking the
issue, it was Mr Holding on that occasion. He did
not answer one question directly. The reporter
pursued him persistenily and Mr Holding played
the slippery cel. He moved out underneath every
direct question asked. Nowhere, either in that
statement, the Prime Minister’s statement of 5
Ociober, or the statement by the Premier of
today’s date, do we see any indication of any
backdown from that position. Therc has not been
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any indication and the Minister well knows it
Surprisingly enough, so do Lthe people of Western
Austrahia.

Mr Williams: Quite right.

Mr Wilsen: | think you have got more coming
yel.

Mr MackKENNON: In fact, if the Government
were sa confident about its position on land rights,
why go through the facade of getting a commitiee
of all these people to assist it with drafting legis-
lation? If the Government is so confident of its
ability and if it thinks it is so right, why does it not
get on with the job and do the drafting? Let it
have the guts to stand up and be counted. Why
does not the Government do that?

Mr Wilson: That is the Liberal way. Why don’t
you consult?

Mr Rushton: 1¢ is leadership too, what's more.

Mr MacKINNON: The member is not wrong.
We do consult. We have the same old word used
here, the “consensus” that the Prime Minister of
this country is imposing upon Australia.
“Consensus’” means, “We have a position. Come
and talk to us. You give way and come 10 our
position and we will all come out with the consen-
sus viewpoint™.

Mr Wilson: You have got a loud voice.

Mr MacKINNON: Consensus, my cye! It
means nothing of the sort, and the Minister knows
it. Il this Government had any gumption or lead-
ership at all it would come out now and slate
clearly its position. What is the Government’s
position? 1t is very confusing. The Minister seems
1o be following in the footsieps of a Minister in our
Government who surprisingly lost his seat when he
used 10 put these advertisements in the newspaper.

Mr Wilson: | am not wortied about threats.

Mr MacKINNON: If | were the Minisier |
would stop putting my photo in the newspaper.

Mr Wilson: I am not your
threats.

Mr MacKINNON: | refer to an advertisement
headed, **Land rights: Talking solutions not prob-
lems”. I quote as follows—

Aborigines will have the right to claim se-
cure title lo some types of unoccupied and
unused Government owned Crown Land,
though not to privately owned, lecased or used
land.

Tell me, what in the terms of the Government's
agreement with the Commanwealth do the words
“secure tlitle” mean?

worried about

Mr Wilson: It means that people will have se-
cure title.
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Mr MacKINNON: What does that mean? 1
have secure title 10 my property al 6§ Mendip
Mews, Willetlon, and so has the member where he
lives. What does “secure title” mean in relation to
Aboriginal land rights? The Minister publicly
stated that in an advertisement. Now let him pub-
licly state for the people of WA what it means.

Mr Wilson: It means they will have the same
right 10 land as other people have to land, ex-
cept—

Mr MacKINNON: Stand up and be counted.
Have the guts to say what it means,

Mr Wilson: Come on, | have said what it means.

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister has not said
anything of the sort. Here we have the Minister
with special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs
publicly using the taxpayers’ doliars to mislead the
community. Whal does *‘secure title” mean?

Mr Bridge: Just what it says. What do you
think? Secure title.

Mr MacKINNON: What does that mean?
Does it mean unalienable lreehold title?

Mr Hassell: Of course it does.

Mr Carr: What does that mean? Your shouting
does not help matiers.

Mr MacKINNON: *“Unalicnable freehold
title” has a clear definition in the Northern Terri-
tory Act, and most people understand what it
means. Whal does “secure title” mean, Minister?

Mr Wilson: It means those people have secure
title 1o that land, just as you have secure title 10
your land.

Mr Hassell: So it is an ordinary frechold title.

Mr MacKINNON: So they will have an ordi-
nary frechold title just as | have on my house and
they will be able Lo sell that property?

Mr Witson: Gosh, read Lhe report.

Mr MacKINNON: | am asking the Minister to
explain what was publicly advertised so we all
understand.

Mr Jamieson: Read the report. We gave you a
copy.

Mr MacKINNON: He is using my money to
advertise somcthing and he cannot even explain
what it is.

Mr Wilson: What righteous indignation!

Mr MacKINNON: It is parily the Minister’s
money, partly my money; it is the money of the
people of Western Australia. The Minister has not
even got the courlesy to explain what “secure
title” means. He can wave his hands all he likes,
but it does not alter the position.

Mr Wilson: The member can shout all he likes.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister does not even
have the guts to tell us what it means.

Mr Wilson: | will not be intimidated by your
shouting. You are a little man with a big voice.

Mr MacKINNON: So much for the agreement
successfully negotiated between the Common-
wealth and the State; and the Minister is using the
taxpayers' funds to advertise in a very misleading
way.

Mr Wilson: Just as your Government did.

Mr MacKINNON: If our Government ever did
that—

Mr Wilson: OF course it did. Why don’t you
admit it? You were a member of that Govern-
ment.

Mr MacKINNON: Do two wrongs make a
right?

Mr Wilson: You arc saying you were wrong
now, are you?

Mr MacKINNON: [ am asking, if the Minister
thinks I was wrong, do two wrongs make a right?

Mr Wilson: Yes, you were wrong,.

The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many
interjections.

Mr MacKINNON: For the benefit of the Min-
ister | repeat what that agreement he talks about
in his amendment to the motion means. [ quote
from the Prime Minister’s release of 5 QOciober as
follows—

The Federal Government in accepting its
obligations at a national level for Aboriginal
land rights recognises the interests of West-
ern Australia in addressing its problems.

It continucs as fotlows—-

The Federal and Siate Governments will
work together to ensure that common prin-
ciples are adopted in the formulation of iand
rights legislation.

It continues—

The Commonwealth remains commitied to
its constitutional responsibilities in this area,
but in fulfilling these responsibilities the Fed-
eral Government will acknowledge the par-
ticular needs of Western Australia.

11 does not say that the Commonwealth will not be
involved in the area: it does not say that the Com-
monwealth will ensure that it stays out of the area,
but it will leave it to Western Australians to judge
what is best for themselves. No, the Common-
wealth has this sword of Damocles hanging
over our heads all the time.

The Commonwealth Government wants to
“work together” with us, supposedly with our
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State Government, with a view 10 trying to achieve
some objective. We all know what that objective
is. The Opposition does not support that part of
the statement dealing with the ability 10 claim in
excess of 50 per cent of Western Australia. The
Minister then said—

The Government condemns the State Op-
position’s approach Lo the issue because the
Opposition has sought 10

(i) Divide community interest groups . . .

In our original motion we have indicated that the
Government is attempting 1o deliberately mis-
represent the position of the Opposition and again
it is clearly attempting 10 do so here. The Minister
has done so this evening. On 6 October on a Radio
6WN news broadcast, the Premier said the follow-
ing—

It's very difficult to understand the Oppo-
sition’s position in respect of Aboriginal land
rights legislation, because it seems to be a
case of shifting sands.

The Minister had better have a talk to his Premier
because the Minister scems 10 indicate that we
have not changed our position. We have not done
so and we will not do so. We have had the same
position all along and we will retain that position.
[ am pleased 10 say, unlike the Government, we
have a clear commitment from our Federal col-
leagues that they will not interfere in Western
Australia. They trust us and they will allow us 10
ncgotiate the position as we see fit for Western
Australians without interference. That cannot be
said for the current State Government,

[ want to address another matter, and 1 direct
my comments 10 the member for Kimberley. 1
would like him 10 explain to me because it is
passing strange—

Mr Wilson: This will be the nasty part!

Mr MacKINNON: —why it should be that the
Opposition should support legislation in this
House that gives him better title and better rights
o land in Western Australia than | have. Why
should | support that principle?

Mr Bridge: Nobody expects you to support it. If
you were really interested—

Mr MackKINNON: [ am interested because |
have asked the member a question.

Mr Bridge: Listen to me. That very point was
put to me on radio a little while ago and | said,
“Erni¢ Bridge does not stand to benefit from land
rights because it is not intended to serve the likes
of me. | have security”. My wife and | at the
present time—listen to this—
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Mr MacKINNON: The member will have writ-
ten into the legislation that it does not apply 1o
Ernie Bridge?

Mr Wilson: You are a facile little man.

Mr Bridge: You have asked me a question. Let
me answer it.

Mr Wilson: You shout him down.

Mr MacKINNON: The member for Kimberley
will make sure that he has written into the legis-
lation that Ernie Bridge is exempt rom it?

Mr Wilson: Don't be a galah.
Mr Williams: He is dead right, though.
Mr Wilson: He is a galah.

Mr Bridge: The position is that my wife and 1
own secure land. We own a properly at
Doubleview and at Northbridge where we have
secure land tenure like you; but when we take the
situation of people at, say, Jigalong Mission which
houses 500 people, they are in a very different
pasition.

Mr MacKINNON: Neither the member for
Kimberley nor any other Aboriginal person in
Western Australia will be exempt under this legis-
lation. The member will have those rights clearly
under this land rights legislation.

Mr Jamieson: But whether they use them or not
is another question.

Mr Wilson: How can he justify a claim?

Mr Bridge: How can | justify a claim?

Mr  MacKINNON: Legislation will be
introduced into this Parliament which will clearly
give the member for Kimberley that ability.

Mr Wilson: 1t will not.

Mr MacKINNON: Will it not do so?

Mr Wilson: He will not be able to justify a
claim.

Mr Bridge: How will | justify it?

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister is saying the

member for Kimberley will not be able to jusiify a
land rights ¢claim?

Mr Wilson: 1 am telling you he will not be able
to.

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister is saying he
will not be able to justify a claim. It is very diffi-
cult for me to stand here and justify support for
legislation which will give the member for
Kimberley the ability to claim titles to land other
than those which | can claim.

Mr Wilson: No-one is saying he will do so.
Mr MacKINNON: We will wait and see.
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Mr Wilson: We will nol have Lo wait and see
becausc we have indicated already that that will
not be the case.

Mr MacKINNON: Has the Minister indicated
that? Where?

Mr Wilson- We have already indicated that the
claims will have to be justified by traditional ties.

Mr MacKINNON: And the member for
Kimberley has no traditional tics?

Mr Wilson: He is saying he does not have them.

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister is saying it,
not the member for Kimberley.

Mr Wail: Was he also saying that 600 people at
Jigalong Mission would claim that position?

Mr Bridge: They would have a justifiable claim
for land sccurity and that they reside on Jigalong
Mission. They do not have it at the moment.

Mr MacKINNON: In any event the Govern-
ment is asking us in the amendment to do this.
Unlike that which has been represented in this
amendment of the Government, our position is
quite clear.

We are not out of step with community atti-
tudes on this issue; we are completely in step with
the community’s viewpoints. Our aim is not te
divide the community on the issue but to unite it
for the benefit of all Western Australians, includ-
ing Aboriginal peoplte. We are not oul of step with
our Federal counterparts. They may have some
different viewpoints on Aboriginal land rights
legislation, but they have had the gumption to say
o us, “We believe you know best for your State
and we will allow you 1o get on with the job of
legislating accordingly”. | opposc the amendment
moved by the Minister for the reasons [ have
outlined.

Amendment (10 delete words) put and a division
taken with the following result—

Ayes 21
Mr Barncit Mr Tom Jones
Mr Bateman Mr Mclver
Mr Bridge Mr Pearce
Mrs Buchanan Mr Rcad
Mr Terry Burke Mr D. L. Smith
Mr Carr Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Davies Mr Troy
Mr Evans Mrs Watking
Mr Grill Mr Wilson

Mrs Henderson

Mr Gordon Hill

Mr Jamieson {Teller)
Noes |5

Mr Blaikic Mr Mcnsaros

Mr Cowan Mr Old

Mr Coyne Mr Raushton

Mr Hassell Mr Stephens

Mr Peter Jones Mr Tubby

Mr Laurance Mr Watt

Mr MacKinnon Mr Williams

Mr M¢Ncee

(Tellcr)

Aycs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr |. F. Taylor
Mr Parker
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Burkett
Mr Hodge
Mr Tonkin

Pairs
Nacs
Mr Thompsan
Mr Grayden
Mr Court
Mr Cranc
Mr Trethowan
Mr Spriggs
Mr Clarko
Dr Dadour

Amendment thus passed.

Amendment {10 substitute words) put and a

Mr Barnett

Mr Bateman
Mr Bridge

Mrs Buchanan
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Carr

Mr Davies

Mr Evans

Mr Grill

Mrs Henderson
Mr Jamieson

Mr Blaikic

Mr Cowan

Mr Coyne

Mr Hassell

Mr Peter Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr MacKinnon
Mt McNee

Aves
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr l. F. Taylor
Mr Parker
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Burketl
Mr Hodge
Mr Tonkin

division taken with the following result—
Ayes 21

Mr Tom Jones
Mr Mclver

Mr Pcarce

Mr Read
MrD. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Troy

Mrs Walkins
Mr Wilson

Mr Gorden Hill

Noes 15

Mr Mensaros
Mr Old

Mr Rushton
Mr Siephens
Mr Tubby
Mr Wau

Mr Williams

Pairs

Noes
Mr Thompson
Mr Grayden
Mr Court
Mr Crane
Mr Trethowan
Mr Spriggs
Mr Clarka
Dr Dadour

Amendment thus passed.

Motion, as Amended

(Tclier)

{Teller)

Question (motion, as amended) put and a div-

Mr Barncut

Mr Baleman
Mr Bridge

Mrs Buchanan
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Carr

Mr Davies

Mr Evans

Mr Grill

Mrs Henderson
Mr Jamicson

ision 1aken with the following resuit—

Ayes 2|

Mr Tom Jones
Mr Mclver

Mr Pearce

Mr Read
MrD. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Troy

Mrs Waitkins
Mr Wilson

Mr Gordon Hill

(Teiler)
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Noes IS
Mr Blaikic Mr Mensaros
Mr Cowan Mr Old
Mr Coyne Mr Rushton
Mr Hassell Mr Stephens
Mr Peter Jones Mr Tubby
Mr Laurance Mr Wan
Mr MacKinnon Mr Williams
Mr McNee {Tetler)
Pairs
Ayes Moes
Mr Bertram Mr Thompson
Mr Bryce Mr Grayden
Mr L F. Taylar Mr Court
Mr Parker Mr Crane
Mr Brian Burke Mr Trethowan
Mr Burkett Mr Spriggs
Mr Hodge Mr Clarko
Mr Tonkin Dr Dadour

Question thus passed.

TRANSPORT: SCHOOL BUSES
Contracts: Motion
Debale resumed from 26 September.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [9.56 p.m.]: As it is now
two weeks since we last debated this motion, I
should like to read it to the House. It states—

The Opposition calls on the State Govern-
ment ta extend until 31 December 1984 the
time allowed for schaol bus operators to ac-
cept their recently received contracts, which
have been prepared on entirely new formulae.

———"Such an extension, if granted, would give

the operators a more reasonable period of
time in which to consult their accountants
and the Education-Bepartment and therefore
enable them 1o more accurately assess the
impact on them, as individuals, 6f-the new
contractual arrangements.

[n addition the operators must be given the
opportumity to negotiate fairly the terms of
the new contracts.

1 support the motion and very strongly support the
sentiments contained in it, Il is interesting 10 note
that since the motion was first introduced on 22
Augusl a series of moves have taken place within
the school bus contracting industry. The most re-
cent was a meeling between the Minister and the
contractors on 6 September. At the time the mo-
tion was introduced, the Minister indicated he was
not prepared to support it and give consideration
to an extension.

Mr Pearce: That is just untruc.

Mr BLAIKIE: When the motion was
introduced the Minister said he was not prepared
to give an extension of time to 31 December. He
said he was prepared 1o give two to four weeks.

714

2241

Mr Pearce: That is all you fellows were asking
for. At that time [ said 1 agreced with a twa-week
extension. If you were honest you would withdraw
this motion because the whole business has passed
far beyond the state of play at 22 August. You are
raffling dead fish.

Mr BLAIKIE: 1 will be more honest and factual
than the Minister. The motion asked for an exten-
sion of time and for a reasonable period so that
cantractors could adequately and satisfactorily
prepare their case for prescntation to the Edu-
cation Department. The motion also called for
time 10 cnabic the operators 10 negotiate more
fairly the terms of new contracts. \

A meeting was held between the Minister and
the contractors on 6 September at Wentworth
Moators. The meeting was warned by the chairman
before it started that if any undue derision or
anger was expressed by the contractors the Minis-\
ter was not only liable to walk out, but might not
attend. 1 am advised that at one stage during the
meeting the Minister indicated there was a need
for order.

Mr Pearce: There was, too. | could not be heard
at one point. There was one disruptive person and
the rest of the meeting shouted him down very
quickly.

Mr BLAIKIE: T can assure the Minister [ am
giving an actual and honest account of that meet-
ing.

Mr Pearce: I was at that meeting. You did not
attend and you dont have to tell me what
happened.

Mr BLAIKIE: The account I received was fac-
tual.

Mr Pearce: | will tell you afierwards whether it
was. :

- Mr BLAIKIE: Prior to the commencement of
the meeting the chairman was concerned about
whether the Minister would turn up.

Mr Pearce: That is rubbish. | indicated in this
House that I would attend the meeting.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Can I
sugpest to the member for Vasse that if he wishes
to continue and completely ignore the interjections
I will give him protection; but if he chooses to
answer some of the interjections 1 will find it diffi-
cult to stop them.

Mr BLAIKIE: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker.
Your guidance will certainly be acknowledged. |
will seck some protection from the Chair because [
will ignore the interjections which have up until
now been unruly.

At the meeting the Minister indicated to the
assembled bus contractors that he was concerned
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about their future and what the contracts would
mean to them. He teld them he was concerned
about the way in which the previous Government
had handled bus contractors. He indicated he
would look at the problems and said that he had
$21 miliion to spend en transport within the school
bus system. He said that once the bus operators
had found a method of distributing that money it
would be their business. However, he laid down an
ultimatum that he would save an amount of $1.5
million irrespective of what the school bus con-
tractors would do.

While the bus contractors went along to the
meeting in the spirit of consensus and conciliation
in order to reason with the Minister, the Govern-
ment’s decision had been changed.

Mr Pearce: That is an inaccurale report.

Mr BLAIKIE: | know that you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, arc interested in what | am saying be-
cause | will refer to a Press statement by the
Minister in which be indicated the amount of
money he would save because of the revised
funding of the school bus system. Notwithstanding
the fact that the school bus contractors attended
the meeting in good [laith, it was evident to them
that the only change that would take place would
be that they would receive less money and that it
was up to the Road Transport Association in con-
junction with the drivers to work out a means of
sharing the reduced amount of money.

This saga goes back ta 1983 when the Minister
launched his first atiack on the school bus indus-
try. In his then recently elevated position to the
Ministry he came in with a flurry, lunged into the
school bus industry, and played war with a big
stick. One of the important things he said at that
time was that it was his responsibility to spend
taxpayers’ money wisely and that he would make
sure il was nat wasted.

It was evident that the Minister did not believe
in goodwill and had failed to see why contractors
should make a profit in this way.

Mr Pearce: | did not say that at all. 1 said that
they were selling Government contracts and that if
that was the case the return should go w the
taxpayer.

Mr BLAIKIE: What the Minister is saying is
that he does nol believe in goodwill. The threat the
Minister levelled apainst the member for
Katanning-Roe when this motion was first
introduced was a matter of great concern. All
members in the House will recall that the Minister
said that if the member for Katanning-Roe wished
to carry on in the manner he was, he would see
what works could be carried out in his eleclorate.
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Mr Pearce: That is totally untrue and [ could
seek a withdrawal. 1t is a misrepresentation not
only of what | said, but also of what the member
for Katanning-Roe said at the time.

Mr BLAIKIE: What did the Minister say?

Mr Pearce: When he was talking about spend-
ing morc moncy on contracts 1 said that I had
been making claims for more teachers in schools
and that there was no need 1o spend money on
school bus contractors. 1 was trying to save money
in areas like this so that we could have smaller
class numbers and, therefore, have a better edu-
cation system.

Several members interjected.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister made those com-
ments.

Mr Pearce: You are as thick as two short
planks.

Mr BLAIKIE: It appeared to me that that was
what he said.

Several members interjected.

Mr Pearce: That is not what was said. You
should check it in Hansard.

Mr BLAIKIE: 1 will certainly check Hansard.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BLAIKIE. 1 will certainly check Hansard
because from where | was sitting that is what I
understood the Minister to say. If it is not in
Hansard—

Mr Pearce: It is in Hansard.
Mr Old: It is not in Hansard.
Mr Pearce: Look it up.

Mr BLAIKIE: What | heard was an implied
threat.

The other factor [ refer to follows on from com-
ments made in the South Western Times by the
member for Bunbury. I found his comments to be
not only interesting, but also quite extraordinary.
On 14 Aupust the member for Bunbury was
reported as saying—

However, according to Bunbury MLA
Philip Smith, the RTA is satisfied with the
new contraci syslem.

“IU’s been planned to help everyone,” Mr
Smith said.

That would be an understatement because the
Road Traffic Association drew up the new con-
tracts.

Several members interjected.
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Mr BLAIKIE: The report continues—

In the new contracts, there will be a
dcfinite incentive for bus owners to use the
new vehicles,

Contractors with newer buses will get a
better rate from the Government, while those
with older vehicles will get less.

Again, what a remarkable understatement of facts
because that is how the new contract system will
work. It will be a penalty against the proprictors
of older buses. The report continues—

The emphasis will be on having new, rather
than maintaincd, buses to ensure the safety of
all members of the public and especially
school children.

“We're using laxpayers money, so we're
hoping they will reap the benefits of such a
contract,” Mr Smith said.

“No matter how good checks and mech-
anics are, the old buses are more likely 1o go
wrong.”

The final point made by the member for Bunbury
was—
Owners will have a maximum time limit of
one month after receiving these new contract
forms to either sign or refuse them.

If they refuse the contract offer, their con-
tracts will then be put up for public tender.

I indicajed in May last year that the Minister
threatened bus contractors with new contracts and
told them what the Government would do to
reduce the cost of the contracts. He withdrew
those negatiations and in August the Minister
came forward with a new statement. He gave the
contractors two weeks 1o sign up or put out to
open tender and now he has back-pedalled on the
amount of time he has allowed for contractors 1o
put forward their cases.

Mr Pearce: You cannot say we are not reason-
able. We allowed three areas of negotiation. It is a
differenl approach from Sir Charles Court’s jack
boot approach.

Mr BLAIKIE: Notwithsianding the fact that
there have been three separate areas of nego-
tiation, it has been on three occasions that the
representations by the Opposition have been cor-
rectly founded. In May 1983 the Opposition asked
the Minister to back off, which he did. Again in
August he was asked 10 back off, which he did and
he has now been asked to do the same again. On
every occasion the Minister has been under press-
ure and has agreed 1o the request.

Several members interjected.

Mr BLAIKIE: | want 10 say more about the
member lor Bunbury. 1 was rather interesting
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that a Mrs Eileen Coombes wrote to the South
Western Times complaining about the comment
the member for Bunbury made regarding schoot
bus contracts. Mrs Coombes said the following—

Too many Labor politicians and their ad-
visors are people who have had litile or no
experience in the real world.

Further on she said—

Philip Smith can waifle on about what a
great job the present Government is doing,
but, as a working partner in a school bus
contracting business, | can tell him that there
are quite a few people he cannot fool.

Mrs Coombes was obviausly concerned about
what the member for Bunbury said.

1 would seeck your indulgence, Mr Deputy
Speaker, to have this article tabled in order that
all members can read it, because it is important.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! In reply to
the request made by the member for Vasse the
article can lie on the Table of the House for the
remainder of today’s sitting.

The article was tabled for the remainder of the
sitting.

Mr BLAIKIE: It is interesting to read the letter
the member for Bunbury wrote in reply to Mrs
Coombes’ correspondence. On 4 September the
member’s letter was published in the South West-
ern Times. It was headed, “Opinions coloured on
bus contracis”, and read as lollows—

Mrs Eileen Coombes (Times, August 21)
in her close to libellous letter, has
unfortunately coloured her copinions on the
school bus contracts with her obvious political
bias.

I am also prepared to table this letter in order that
members can read what a member of Parliament
writes when referring 1o a “close to libellous let-
ter”. It implies a threat to the public that they
should be very careful about how they comment
on a member of Parliament.

Several members interjected.

Mr Pearce: The Leader of the Opposition
threatened to sue me 20 minutes ago.

Mr BL.AIKIE: Notwithstanding what the Min-
ister for Education may wish to say, | take matters
seriously and 1 believe that people involved in the
school bus business throughout the south-west also
take them scriously. For any member of Parlia-
ment to indicate that a letter written to the Press
is close to libellous is more than a close threat.

Mr Pearce interjected.
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Mr BLAIKIE: | invite the Minister for Edu-
cation to read the letter.

Mr Pearce: | have read them both.

Mr BLAIKIE: That is one of the difficulties. If
members of the public wish to make any comment
against this Governmenl they do so with some fear
of reprisal.

Several members interjected.

Mr BLAIKIE: In this motion we arc asking
that there should be a very positive time delay to
allow individuals in the bus contracting business
time to make alternative arrangements 10 nego-
tiate with the Government. | for one am not satis-
fied with the 5 per cent indicated by the Govern-
ment.

Mr Pearce: What percentage would you favour?

Mr BLAIKIE: | do not favour any percentage
cut at all.

Several members interjected.

Mr BLAIKIE: This is affecting the morale of
bus proprietors throughout the Siate.

The Minister has also said that some bus
drivers have been making exorbitant profits. 1
would ask the Minister to indicate who they are.

Mr Pearce: Do you want a list? Some people are
making a return on investment averaging 60 per
cent under the old rate. The industry gener-
ally—and that includes the Road Transport As-
sociation—agrees that the old standard rate is
anomalous. It was agreed 1o go to tender every five
years, but the industry generally, including many
bus contractors and many members of the Oppo-
sition, agreed that the trade-off to that would be
some cost reduction. That has now been set at 5
per cent. Although not everyone is happy with it,
the industry is happy to have that rather than go
1o open tender.

Mr Grill: That is correct.
Mr Pearce: You are out of date.

Mr BLAIKIE: | suggest the Minister for
Transport sticks to Farrington Road and he will
not get into trouble,

Mr MacKinnon: He got into trouble there all
right.

Mr BLAIKIE: In a Press release on 28 Aupusi
1984 the Minister said that a school bus contrac-
tor claimed the State Government should pay for
the pet food he gave his guard dog.

Mr Pearce: That's right.
Mr BLAIKIE: He went on to say that the
Government should pay for a Christmas bonus for

his clients. If these are the anomalies he is talking
about—
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Mr Pearce: They are cost claims.

Mr BLAILKIE: [ do not really believe the Minis-
ter needs to upset the entire transport system to
gel atl those few people who, il they are making
these excessive claims the Minister states they
are—

Mr Pearce: When we get down to the cost
claims, some people claimed honestly, some
claimed so badly they would have gone bankrupt
had we accepled their claims—they did not claim
enough—and some claimed excessively. If the in-
dustry had claimed properly we could have used
the apreement and kept cverybody happy, but
some operators were very greedy.

Mr BLAIKIE: Notwithstanding that, the Min-
ister comes back to this old cliche. This came out
of his Press release of 28 August, when he said
this—

Mr Pearce said that the Government’s first
obligation in the negotiations was to tax
payers.

The previous system had led to unreason-
able waste of tax payers' money.

The new system would save tax payers $1.5
million a year and still ensure a reasonable
return on investment for contractors.

This has changed again. This is just the point we
are making. I have been trying to look through my
records. We went back to 1983, when we were
leoking at a figure of about $3 million the Govern-
ment wanted to save.

Mr Pearce: That is what the Transport Com-
mission said.

Mr BLAIKIE: In August 1984 ihe figure we
were looking at was $1.5 million, according 1o the
Minister. The Opposition has jumped up and
down and said, “You are not being fair, you will
disrupt the service”. The figure has reduced from
$3 million to $1.5 million. Afier September we are
back to $| million. I am quite certain, on this
performance, we may get that $1 million erased
completely, and perhaps the Minister will be a
little more undersianding.

Mr Pearce: That is rubbish. The Transport
Commission said that if one goes to open tender
one can save $3 million. The bus contractors said
originally that they wanted to go to open tender.
We brought up the cost saving; they all agreed,
and it was set at $1.5 million.

Mr BLAIKIE: Notwithstanding what.the Min-
ister is saying about the road transport—

Mr Pearce: That is the truth of it.
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Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister for Education, not
the Transport Commission, is responsible for the
transport of school children.

Mr Pcarce: That is right.
Mr BLAIKIE: 1t never has been.

Mr Pearce: That is why 1 have attended the
negotiations myself.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister uses the Transport
Commission as his lever to reduce the service.

Mr Pearce: 1 was your Government which
asked the Transport Commission to produce that
report.

Mr BLAIKIE: 1t did not act on it.
Mr Pearce: It was going to.
Mr Carr: It was 100 close to the election.

Mr Pearce: It was held over till after the elec-
tion.

Mr BLAIKIE: | want to make the point quickly
that the Transport Commission compiled the re-
port. The report was received by the O'Connor
Government. The O'Connor Government did not
act on the rcport.

Mr Pearce: They did not reject it.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Burke Government is acting
on the reporl, that is the difference.

I want quickly to go back to the record of safety
of the school bus service in Western Australia.
The school buses in Western Australia are good
buses.

Mr Pearce: They are very profitable.

Mr BLALKIE: They receive good rates; 1 do not
deny that. We have a pood quality service with
good quality buses; in fact, | believe that the qual-
ity of our operators and of the service is second to
none in Australia. 1 was ane of those parents with
family involved in the Hay bus accident. I never
want to sce a service depleted to that sort of level.
Admittedly, it was a private service.

Mr Pcarce: Funny you should say it was a pri-
vate service.

Mr BLAIKIE: It was licensed by the State
authority of South Australia. 1 have not seen
school buses operating in Western Australia in
anywhere near the dilapidated state of those buses
in South Australia.

Mr Pearce: | have already cancelled three con-
tracts as a result of poor safety standards, and I
will cancel any others.

Mr BLAIKIE: | commend the Minister for his
action, because [ believe that safety is one of the
most crucial factors. 1¢ is certainly a factor 1 want
to look at when | think of this Hay bus accident.
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I will quote what the Minister said in his Press
release on 28 August.

Mr Pearce: Perhaps you will table it.

Mr BLAIKIE: Mr Pearce said that the Govern-
ment’s obligation in the negotiations was ta tax-
payers.

Mr Pearce: That is right.

Mr BLAIKIE: [ believe that the Minister’s first
obligation towards school bus transport is to the
safety of the children concerned.

Mr Pearce: We have examined the standards,
but we are 1alking there about the level of profit.

Mt BLAIKIE: I am talking about the level of
safety.

Mr Pearce: We were concerned about the level
of profit and the level of safety. We will maintain
the level of safety, and the level of profit can be
negotiated,

Mr BLAIKIE: | believe the level of profit is
very important and it is tied up with the level of
safety.

Mr Pearce: How much profit was the operator
running the Hay bus making?

Mr BLAIKIE: I have a concern for the quality
of the performance of our school buses. 1 have
already indicaled we have a first-rate service.
What the Minister will do with this 5 per
cent—that is what we are talking aboui, or the §1
million to be saved—is to apply the saving to all
bus operators in Western Australia.

Mr Pearce: Some will have more.

Mr BLAIKIE: Some will have more and some
less. It will create a third-rate service and it will
lead to the creation of a service which will dimin-
ish the safety margin we have had. | believe safety
will be at risk. Some operators will reduce their
services, and | believe others will reduce their
maintenance.

Mr Pearce: They will lose their contracts if they
try.

Mr BLAIKIE: The Minister said that under the
system he was looking at, 20 per cent of the oper-
ators would be better off, and some 20 per cent
would be worse off, so one can assume the latter
20 per cent would have to reduce their level of
service.,

Mr Pecarce: They would have to reduce their
level of profit to the same level as everyone else.

Mr BLAIKIE: It will affect the operators,

In my area | have one particular operator, and I
invite the Minister 1o look at ihe figures 1 have
here, prepared by chartered accountants. The op-
erator is Mr W. H. Curiis. He is reputed to have
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one of the most profitable services in the area. The
service runs from Augusta to Bussellon, and it
laoks as if he will be down by $65 or $70 a day. |
do not believe he can operate the type of services
cxpected of him with all the safety factors I have
indicated. 1 shall be making personal represen-
tations to the Minister.

Members must support the motion moved by
the Opposition. The Government should withdraw
the reduction of $1 million to school bus operators
and let them operate on a more satisfactory and
positive basis.

Adjournment of Debate

MR TUBBY (Greenough) [10.26 p.m.]): |
move—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

MR MacKINNON {Murdoch—Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) {10.27 p.m.]: [ would like to
make a point on this issue. This motion has been
listed, as the Minister well knows, under private
members’ business for today. We in the Oppo-
sition parties traditionally, as the Minister would
know from when he was in Opposition, have the
right ta determine what motions are debated and
for how long and when. 1t is our desire 10 adjourn
this debate 10 allow another speaker on this issue
next week. It is out of erder for the Minister 1o try,
just for his own ease and peace of mind, to move
the motign up the notice paper.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The matler cur-
rently before the House is the motion we have
been debating for some time now which was
moved by a member of the Opposition. Shouid the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition wish to pursue
the course, he is now taking, there are avenues
open 10 him so to do. But if he intends not to move
a motian, he should speak to the matter before the
Chair.

Mr MacKINNON: | thank you for your guid-
ance. That is what | was doing. 1 was speaking to
the matter before the Chair and trying to indicate
that we on this side of the House, because of the
procedures which are well established in the Par-
liament, do not wish this matter to be put 10 the
vote, but wish to enable other members to speak
on the motion in due coursc.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | am sorry, 1 did not
make myself clear. The matter to which the mem-
ber refers again now has already been voted on.
The matter before the Chair is the motion moved
by the member for Karrinyup.
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Point of Order

Mr MacKINNON: On a point of order, | do
not understand that 10 be the case. We were de-
bating, as | understand it, Order of the Day No.
25. The question was put and 1 am seeking to
speak on the motion because it was moved that the
debate be adjourned and we did not agree to that.

We do not agree with that, and | am seeking to
continue the debate on Order of the Day No. 25.
If that is not possible, and if the motion has not
been put, | would like to call for a division on the
matter, for the reasons [ have already outlined.

Mr Gordon Hill: A bit late.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition was not in his chair, and 1
understand his problem. However, the member for
Greenough moved an adjournment motion which I
put and which was voted on. The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition must address the matter before
the Chair. He must address himself to the motion
maved by the member for Karrinyup.

Mr MacKINNON: You are saying, Sir, that |
should speak to the motion which is Order of the
Day No. 257

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes.

Mr MacKINNON: That
endeavouring to do.

is what | am

Debate (on motion) Resumed
As to Adjournment of Debate

In relation to the motion, | now move—
That the debate be adjourned.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the member
addresses himself 1o the rules of debate, he will
find that someone else can move that motion, but
only in 15 minutes’ time.

Debate (on motion} Resumed

Mr MacKINNON: It is passing strange that
the Minister would want to continue debate on
this matter, for the reasons that were outlined ably
by the member for Vasse. The member indicated
quite clearly to the Minister the reasons for his
opinion that the matter is of great concern to
people in country areas.

Mr Pearce: Why will he not speak about it,
then? ’

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister seems 1o
think that all of this comes back to his assessment
of what is profitable for a school bus contractor.
What qualifications do the Minister or his officers
have to determine whether a school bus contractor
will be profitable or otherwise? Quite clearly, the
member for Vasse indicated that people do not
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believe they have been given proper treatment by
the Minister or his department.

In fact, the member for Vasse has just passed
me a memo under the heading of the West
Australian Road Transport Association (knc)
dated 19 September in which the following ap-
pears—

In response¢ to our representations, the
Minister agreed to calli a halt 10 the im-
plementation of the new system until we have
thc opportunity of surveying our membership.

I understand from the member for Vasse that
many of the members of this association have
made representations to him, the member for Mt.
Marshall, the member for Greenough, and many
other members on this side of the House because
they are not happy with the representations made
to the Minister.

I ask the Minister whether he or any of the
people in his department have had to suffer a
reduction on their wages or salaries of five per
cent.

Mr Pearce: The Government reduced mine by
12 per cent.

Mr MacKINNON: Permanently?
Mr Pearce: It will not be permanent.

Mr MacKINNON: The people of whom | am
speaking will suffer a permanent reduction.

Mr Pearce: If vou knew anything about this,
you would be aware that the indusiry agreed to
that reduction as a trade-off for open contracts.

Mr Blaikie: Only after you threatened them.
Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! This debate
is degenerating into something dreadful. I am just
grateful there are only two people in the gallery
and not 200.

Mr Laurance interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That interjection is
precisely the reason I rose to my feet. Having
made the sort of comment 1 just made, I do not
expect to hear that sort of interjection again be-
fore my bottom hits this chair.

Mr MacKINNON: [ repeat the point made by
interjection by the member for Vasse in answer to
the Minister when he indicated that it is hardly a
negotiating point that the Minister says to the
school bus contractors, “You have two choices, the
devil and the deep blue sea. You must agree 10 the
proposal that | have put before you, which will
destroy your livelihood™. The member for Vasse
has already indicated 1hat these people paid a fair
amount of money for their businesses. They paid
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for goodwill. The Minister knows that in many
cases the goodwill would be in excess of $30 000 ot
$40000. Initially, the Minister said to those
people, “Right, you have two options—the
$30 000 or $40 000 you paid for the business and
the goodwill goes straight out the door because |
will throw open this system to tender and anybody
who wants to can come along and cut the ground
from underneath your feet. You will not be able
then to protect the investment you have made. The
lifetime career you have invested in will vanish
before your cyes”. That was the point worrying
the school bus contractors who contacted the
shadow Minister for Education (the member for
Karrinyup), the member for Mt. Marshall, and
the member for Vasse. The school bus contractors
had no alternative.

Mr Blaikie: It is also very interesting that on the
first round of negotiations the Minister was going
to rip $3 million to $4 million from them. That
was reduced to $1.5 mitlion, and now it is down to
$1 million, so the Minister has been retreating.

Mr MacKINNON: That is the traditional pat-
tern that the Government uses. | guess that comes
from the union background of the Government, in
which ambit claims are made. The Minister comes
in with a great threat hanging over the heads of
the school bus contraciors, makes the threat, and
pulls back to a position down the line, which the
school bus contractors accept, but only because
they have no alternative. They have no alternative
but to accept a godfather-type offer.

The Minister has said to the school bus contrac-
tors in Western Australia, “You now will have to
provide for a one-off five per cent cost saving to
the Gavernment™. Let us look at that. 1 ask the
Minister how many people in Western Australia
in the last 12 months have suffered a permanent
five per cent reduction in their salaries? We know
from the Budget papers that the rate of inflation
in the last 12 months has been of the order of 5 per
cent, $0 it is not a question of a five per cent cost
saving. It is an income cutting exercise for those
people.

A school bus contractor is no different from any
other worker or employee who has his income cut
back. You and 1, Sir, faced a 10 per ¢ent cut in our
salaries. If your income and expenditure patierns
were like mine, that meant that you had to reduce
your expenditure patlern.

Mr Blaikie: | wonder how the Minister would
have performed if the negotiator for the schoal bus
contractors had been Mr Norm Gallagher.

Mr Pearce: There was a suggestion that they
join the Transport Workers’ Union. | do not know
what happened to that.
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Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is all very nice,
but if you twe members want to have this conver-
sation, perhaps you could have it behind the
Chair. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is
endeavouring to make a speech.

Mr MacKINNON: When one’s income is cut
back, one’s expenditure must also be cut back.

Mr Pearce: We will concede. Sit down and ad-
journ the debate. Come back next week with one
of your spcakers who knows what he is talking
about.

Mr MacKINNON: I would rather make a few
more poinis.

Mr Pearce: You are just making a fool of your-
sell. Some of your members know more about the
matiter than you do.

Mr MacKINNQON: | am just trying 10 reiterate
the very important point made by the member for
Vasse in relation to the schoal bus contractors. In
this instance, the danger is that if the school bus
coniractors iry to save costs in running their buses,
they could well place the students at risk. Thatis a
valid criticism.

Mr Pearce: We will make sure that does not
occur.

Mr MacKINNON: How will the Government
ensure that does not aecur?

Mr Pearce: Because | have a number of bus
inspectors, and every bus that does not meet the
safety criteria will be put off the road and the
contract will be cancelled.

Mr MacKINNON: How often do the bus in-
spectors inspect the buses?

Mr Pcarcc: They are inspected every term, and
more frequently if there are complaints. Three
contracts have been cancelled in my time as Min-
ister for not adhering o safety siandards.

Mr MacKINNON: [ am pleased 10 have that
statistic. It is my understanding that the number
will probably rise considerably in the foreseeable
future.

Mr Pearce: If we have 1o do thal to maintain
safety standards, we will do it.

Mr MacKINNON: That witl be a clear indi-
cation by the Minister that he has made a mistake.
He has cut back a vital area for the school bus
contraclors.

As | have indicated, it is of concern to the
Opposition parties that the Government is trying,
summarily and arbitrarily, to impose upon the
school bus contractors this cut in income. As |
understand it, no independent arbitrator has had a
look at the system of school bus contracts to deter-
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mine the level of income they should atiract. No
other worker in the community would have his
income dropped back without an independent
party determining whether his income was fair or
otherwise. In this instance, the employer—ihe
Education Department—and the Transport Com-
mission have made an assessment that school bus
contractors are earning too much.

The cuts have not been justified by the Minister
or any independent party. That is why the member
for Karrinyup moved the motion on 22 August,
and that is why members on this side of the House
wish to continue 1o pursue the matter.

Mr Pearce: For another two minutes at least.

Mr MacKINNON: Concern has been expressed
by members on this side of the House. It is a bit
like the land rights issue; some members of the
community are extraordinarily concerned about
the matter. In fact, | was in Bunbury six weeks
ago and people approached me about the matter. |
will go down there again in two weeks, and 1 will
be tatking to people about bus contracts then.

The facts are quite clear. The action taken by
the Minister in relation 1o school bus contractors
has not been widely accepted by them. Neither has
it been accepted by the Opposition parties, and we
will continue 10 represent the school bus contrac-
tors’ views very actively, both within the Parlia-
ment and without, in an effart to ensure they are
given proper consideration by the Government of
the day, realising that the Government will very
soon be us when we are returned to power.

I have great pleasure in supporting the motion
moved by the member for Karrinyup.

Leave to Continue Speech
i seek leave to continue my remarks at another
sitting.
Leave granted.
Debate thus adjourned.

BILLS (3} RETURNED
Racing Restriction Amendment Bill.
2. Child Welfarc Amendment Bill (No. 2).
3. Youth, Sport and Recreation Repeal Bill.
Bills returned from the Council without
amendment.

—

REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS AGENTS
AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion
by Mr Carr (Minister for Local Government),
read a [irst time,

House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE what are the numbers of patients cur-
rently on waiting lists for operations in
HEALTH: HOSPITALS the following specialities—
Operations (1) ear, nose and throat;
1027, Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister for (i1} orthopaedic;
Health: (ii1) plastic surgery;
(1) in each of the public teaching hospi- (iv) general surgery?
t(:;l)s—R oval Perth Hospital: (2) Whai were the numbers of patients on
¥ pital; the equivalent waiting lists 12 months
(b} Fremantle Hospital; and ago?

(¢) Queen Elizabeth 11 Medical Centre, Mr HODGE replied:

WAITING LISTS FOR PUBLIC TEACHING HOSPITALS
{Parliamemary Question No. 1027}

Haspital No, of Patients ~ Waiting Lists  No.of Patiems  Waiting Lists  Hospital Commens
Waiting for Ad-  (Weeks) Pre-  Waiting for Ad-  (Weeks) August
mission Pre- February 1984  mission August 1984
February 1984 1984
ROYAL PERTH {Aug 1983) {Jan 1984) (Aug 1984) {Aug 1984) .
Ear, Nose and Throat 95 13-52 406 24.52 Non time-¢rilica) surgery adjusted for patients with

higher clinical priority in other specialities.

Orthopaedic 196 o-13 153 413 Reduced number of waiting paticnts.

Plastic Surgery 354 N/A L] NfA Admilted according 10 clinical priority.

General Surgery 8 813 222 B-13 Increase in aged population requiring muliiple use of
Theatres, reducing available Thealre time.

SCGH. (Drec 1983) (Jan 1984) (Aug 1984) (Aug 1984)

Ear, Naos¢ and Throat 91 1216 94 12-16 No change in number of wailing patients.

Orthopacdic —_ — — - :an _er?argency surgery carried out et Repatriation

ospital.

Plastic Surgery 106 N/A 27 N/A Non time-critical surgery adjusted for patients with
highet clinical priovity 1o other specialitics.

General Surgery 9% 8 ns 3-10 No significant ¢hange in number of people waiting.

FREMANTLE {Jan 1984) (Jan 1984) (Scpl 1984) {Scpt 1984)

Ear, Nose and Throat 134 16-56 70 52104 Increased number of Oulpatient Decasions of Service;
no change in inpatient admissions.

Orthopacdic 128 8-36 128 26-52 No change in number of waiting paticnis.

Plastic Surgery 154 N/A 195 N/A Admined according 10 elinical priority.

Genera! Surgery 134 N/A 89 4 Reduced number of waiting patients.

The ¢xtent of the waiting list varies on a daily basis due lo:
—patients who wish Lo defer surgery due 10 personal reasons;

—patients whose condition requires a waiting period e.g. orthopaedic paticnts who musl wait some months after the initial fracture prior 10 surgica) removal
of artificial re-inforcements;

— ding to availability of individua! medical specialists;

g to popularity of individua! medical speciali

—1he number of persons with a particular condition;

—temporary closure of wards (beds) duc to infk

—the ber of dmissi

—closure of facilitics for maintenance programmes.

-

control p 3

PASTORAL INDUSTRY: LEASE {3) Will the Government fund part of the
compensation to be paid?

Mt. Anderson: Compensation
Mr McIVER replied:

1044, Mr RUSHTON, te the Minister for

Lands and Surveys: (1) (a) No;
(1) (a) Has compensation been paid to Mr (b) no.
and Mrs Blair over the loss of Mt. {2) Negotiations in this regard are in course.

Anderson Station after they had
won the open tender and the
Government subsequently awarded
the station to the Aboriginal Devel-

{3) No.
TRADE: EXPORTS

opment Commission; Live Sheep: Albany
(b) if *"No”, has agreement been 1056. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Transport:
reachqd over the'amount of com- (l') With regard Lo the increase in live sheep
pensation to be paid? exports through the Port of Albany,
(2) If agreement has not been reached, will what action has the Government taken to
an independent arbitrator be appointed encourage this trade developing through

as proposed by the Government? Albany?
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1061

1070. Mr HASSELL, to the
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{2) Is the Government intending to ensure
that an increasing proportion of this
trade is channelled to Albany?

(3) Has any attempt been made by the
Fremantle Port Authority, or any officer
of the authority, to prevent the transfer
of portion of this trade from Fremantle
to the Port of Albany?

(4) Does the Government favour the transfer
of a portion of this trade from Fremantle
to Albany?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1} There have been no live sheep exports
from Albany since 1982-83. Discussions
have been held recently with the WA
Livestock Exporters’ Association on the
export of live sheep from Albany. The
association indicated that additional
costs are incurred if sheep are exported
from Albany instead of Fremantle.
These costs stem mainly from the extra
steaming time involved. In an attempt to
reduce the cost difference of exporting
sheep from Albany, the wharfage rate at
Fremantle has been increased by 5c¢ per
head 1o 20c from | October and will
increase a further 5con 1 July 1985.

(2) While the Government is optimistic that
occasional shipments of live sheep will
continue from Albany, it is not in a
position to ensure that a proportion of
this trade is channelled to Albany or any
other port for that matter. Any steps
iaken by the Government in an attempt
10 force exporters to use regional ports
could well result in the trade being lost
to the Eastern States.

(3) Not to my knowledge.
(4) Yes.

. Postponed.

ROAD
Norseman-Perth

Minister for
Transport:
(1) What current consideration is being

given to the development of a new major
highway between Norseman and Perth?

(2) What route is favoured by the Govern-
ment?

1071.

1072. Mr

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) and (2) No current consideration is be-
ing given to development of a new major
highway between Norseman and Perth.
Existing routes from WNorseman via
Great Eastern Highway and Norseman
via Esperance provide reasonable
alternatives for present needs.

Many competing suggestions have been
put forward; however, before develop-
ment of an additional route a major cor-
ridor study would be required.

EDUCATION: TECHNICAL AND FURTHER

EDUCATION
Officer: Eastern Wheatbelt

Mr HASSELL, w the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is therc a technical and further e¢du-
cation officer based in the eastern
wheatbelt region?

(2) Is it fact that i1 was agreed some years

ago that such an officer would based in
the region?

(3) What plans are in hand for this to be
done?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Not at present.

(2) Plans were made, but not implemented
by the previous Liberal Government.

(3) The Budget provides for a full-time
TAFE ecxtension officer based at
Kellerberrin from the beginning of 1985.

LIQUOR: LICENCES
Moratorium: Transfers

HASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Administrative
Services:

Has any expression of concern been
conveyed to the Minister that the mora-
torium on the granting of liquor licences
will result in country areas being
denuded of licensed premises on the
basis that it is more profitable for those
licences to be purchased and transferred
to the metropolitan area?

Mr PEARCE replied:
No.
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TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
“Prospector” Service: Bookings

1073. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Transport:

m

(2)

(3)

4)

What arrangement has been made by
Westrail for the booking of tickets on the
Prospector following the cessation of
station master services some three
months ago at Tammin?

Is he aware that local people are unsure
of arrangements and that as a resuilt
Westrail may be missing business
otherwise available to it?

Is he further aware of reported cases of
people seeking to make bookings and be-
ing refused in respect of trains which are
not fully laden?

Will he investigate the situation and seek
to advise local people in Tammin by ad-
vertisement or otherwise of precisely the
arrangements which apply and ensure
that marketing of Westrail services is
effectively carried out in Tammin?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

The station master will not be withdrawn
from Tammin until 19 Qctober and the
station has not been unattended for the
past three months as suggested by the
member.

After 19 October a mobile operations
officer located at Kellerberrin will attend
to customer service and operational re-
quirements in the Tammin area.

Tammin residents will be able to arrange
bookings on the Prospector by telephone
at local call rates to Northam, Merredin
or Perth or through Westrails ticket
agencies at Cunderdin and Kellerberrin.
Unfortunately the volume of business at
Tammin does not warrant appointment
of a ticket agency.

No. The local authority has been aware
of the proposed arrangements for some
time now and has expressed satisfaction
during a recent interview with Westrail's
sales representative and district officer.

No. Prospector seats empty at Tammin
are those required for passengers already
booked further along the line. 1f empty
seats are available for the complete
journey to be undertaken those will be
allocated on application.

1 have been assured that the new ar-
rangements will be promulgated in the

local Press prior to withdrawal of the
station master and I am confident that
Woestrail’s mobile operations officer will
ensure that marketing of Westrail ser-
vices is effectively carried out in the
area.

EDUCATION: TERTIARY
Beazley Inquiry: Recommendations

1074. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Have any of the recommendations of the
Beazley inquiry been put aside as—

(a) incapable of implementation; or
(b) not to be implemented?
(2) If so, what are those recommendations?

(3) In respect of those recommendations
where a decision has been made that
they should not be implemented, what
are the reasons for those decisions?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) to {3) No, though in the process of im-

plementation some changes are being
made to specific recommendations.

EDUCATION: TEACHERS
Removal

1075. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Education:

What procedurcs must be followed for
the removal of —

(a) a staff teacher; or
{b) a principal,
from a school where there is a parental

dissatisfaction with the performance of
that teacher?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(a) and (b) When a formal complaint is

made the procedures to be followed are
those detailed in regulation 135.

If there is no formal complaint the de-
partment encourages discussion and con-
ciliation to resolve any problems.

LAND: VALUATIONS
Valuer General: Obligations
1076. Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:

(1) What are the statutory obligations of the
Valuer General in relation to the main-
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tenance of current valuations of land for
purposes of rates and taxes?

{2) Is the Valuer General under an obli-
gation 10 require full-scale revaluation in
a district or shire area where there has
been no significant overall change in
valuation?

(3) In requiring a general revaluation, does
the Yaluer General take into account the
cost burden to a shire of paying its pro-
portion of the cost of the general revalu-
ation?

(4) Where the Valuer General is satisfied
that there has been no overall change of
significant proportions in valuations in
an area although there may have been
significant changes in the values of indi-
vidual propertices, is he able to proceed
without requiring a general revaluation
at the expense of the local authority?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

{1) Section 22 of the Valuation of Land Act
requires the Valuer General to ensure
that, as far as is practicable, the valu-
ations comprising a general valuation
shall at all times be accurate and up to
date. General valuations are carried out
at such times as determined by the
Valuer General.

(2) No.
(3) While conscious of the cost 10 a shire,

the primary consideration is the necess-
ity for a revaluation.

(4) Yes.

ROADS: COMMONWEALTH FUNDS
Allocations: Percentage

1077. Mr McNEE, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) In each of the last seven years, what has
been the proportion of Commonwealth
road funds allocated 10 Western
Australia expressed as a percentage?

(2) As Commonwealth road funding to
Western Australia has declined pro-
portionately, what compensatory pay-
ments towards State roads have been
made from State financial resources?

(3) (a) Is he concerned about the continu-
ing decline in Western Australia’s
proportion;

{b) if so, what action has he taken?

{4) What is likely to occur in 1985-86 as a

result of the implementation of current
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recommendations from the Bureau of
Transport Economics?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Excluding payments on account of natu-
ral disasters and specific works for Com-
monwealth authorities, the percentage of
funds allocated 10 Western Australia in
comparison with the total funds avail-
able in Australia from road grants and
ABRD funds was 12.7 per cent in 1978§-
79 and, from 1979-80 to 1984-85 inclus-
ive, it was 12.3 per cent. This reduction
was due to the inclusion of the Northern
Territory.

{2) During the period 1978-79 to 1981-82
the State increased its proportion of total
funds from 46.8 per cent to 51 per cent
as an offset apgainst the declining pro-
portion of Commonwealth funds to the
State. With the advent of the Australian
bicentennial road development pro-
gramme in 1982-83 there was a sharp
increase in Commonwealth funds so that
the State’s proportion has now reduced
10 40.5 per cent.

(3) 1 am concerned at the decline in Western
Australia’s proportion of total Common-
wealth funds but there has been no
change since the Burke Government was
clected.

My efforts will be directed towards in-
creasing the State’s share, and at least
maintaining the present proportion of
funds.

(4) All States and the Commonwealth will
have detailed discussions on replacement
legislation for the Road Granis Act
which expires in June 1985. The recent
report of the Bureau of Transport Econ-
omics and the NAASRA roads study
will be useful input into those dis-
cussions.

1078 and 1079. Postponed.

CHARITABLE ORGANISATION:
ANGLICAN HOMES (INC)

Aged Persons: Retirement Homes

1080. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister

representing the Attorney General:

(1) Has the Attorney General received rep-
resentations from Anglican Homes (Inc)
concerning the effect of the Companies
(Western Australian) Code on its
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ability to provide retirement accommo-
dation for elderly persons at a reasonable
cost and solely for the benefit of those
persons and not for profit?

(2) (a) When did the Attorney General re-
ceive those representations and has
he responded;

(b) if“Yes"”, in what terms;

(¢) if “No™, what action has he taken to
facilitate this request and when
can a response be expected?

(3) Does his Government support the work
of Anglican Homes (Inc) and like organ-
isations?

{4) Is the Atlorney General aware of a claim
by Anglican Homes (Inc) that they will
be unable to provide low cost accommo-
dation for the aged unless the effects of
the code are mitigated through the
granting of exemptions?

{5) Can the Attorney General say why there
has been no response to an application
for exemption made to the Corporate Af-
fairs Office 18 months ago?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Yes,on 22 August 1984,

(2) {a) and (b) An interim response was
forwarded on 25 September 1984, A
final response will be forwarded as
soon as possible;

(c) the Commissioner for Corporate
Affairs will be in a position to ad-
vise the Attorney General within
the next few weeks.

(3) Yes.
(4) Yes.

(5) I is not correct to say that there has
been no response Lo an application for
exemption made to the Corporate Af-
fairs Office 18 months ago. The appli-
cant’s solicitors were advised that no
exemplion would be granted until policy
issues had been considered and settled.
This is under way.

SHOPPING: TRADING HOURS
Fremantle: Special Arrangements

1081. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Industrial
Relations:

(1) Are special trading hours arrangements
currently operating, either generally or
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specifically, in relation to particular
shops within the City of Fremantle?

(2) If so—
(a) what are those arrangements;
(b) who requested them;
(c) what is the duration of them?
Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No.
(2) (a) to{c) Not applicable.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND

Inflation Rate: Estimate.
1082. Mr HASSELL, 1o the Treasurer:

(1} In framing the 1984-85 Budget, what
estimated rate of inflation has been
used?

(2) What was the origin of the estimate?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) An increase of 5.5 per cent has been
assumed in the Consumer Price Index

between the June quarter 1984 and the
June quarter 1985.

{2) State Treasury.

SHOPPING: TRADING HOURS
Merlin Hotel: Special Arrangements

1083. Mr HASSELL, 1w the Minister
representing the Minister for Industrial
Relations:

(1) What special trading hours arrange-
ments have been made or approved for
shopkeepers at the Merlin Hotel?

(2) What is the duration of those arrange-
ments, if any?

(3) Who requested those arrangements, if
any, and why were they made?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) One special permit has been issued; also
small shop certificates have been issued
to eligible traders in accordance with
section 88 of the Factories and Shops
Act.

(2) Permanent, unless conditions of permit
or certificates are breached.

(3) In respect to the permit, application was
made by an occupier—Goldstone
Nominess Pty. Ltd.—to the Retail Trade
Advisory and Control Commitiee for ex-
tended trading hours to service the
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guests of the hotel. This is in line with
permits issued to occupiers of shops in
other international class hotels.

In respect to the small shop certificates,
occupiers of the various shops made indi-
vidual application in accordance with the
requirements of section 88 of the Factor-
ies and Shops Act.

MOTOR VEHICLES: COMMERCIAL
Used Vehicles: Warranties

BATEMAN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:

(1) As there appears to be a warranty
guarantee placed on all passenger ve-
hicles sold by used car firms to the gen-
eral public, is there a similar warranty
regulation applying to commercial ve-
hicles, such as four-wheel drive vehicles,
utilities, panel vans, etc?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr TONKIN replied:

{1} In terms of section 34 of the Motor Ve-
hicle Dealers Act, the level of warranties
to be given by motor vehicle dealers
when selling secondhand vehicles—other
than certain exempted ve-
hicles—depends on the selling price of
the vehicle concerned—

up to $750, no warrant applies,

$751-$1499, a warranty of
3000 km or 2 months, whatever
event first occurs;

$1 500 and over, a warranty of
5000km or 3 months, whatever
event first occurs.

The used car warranties under the Act
apply to passenger cars and also to
utilities and panel vans.

These warranties apply regardless of
whether the vehicles are used for private
or commercial purposes.

The vehicles exempied from these war-
ranty provisions include four-wheel drive
vehicles.

{2) Four-whee! drive vehicles are exempted
from the warranty provisions of the Act
because, unlike normal passenger ve-
hicles, they may be expected to be
subjected to a wide range of rough usage
in their off-road capacity.

1085. Mr

LIQUOR: BEER
The Swan Brewery Co. Ltd.: Price

BATEMAN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:

{1} Isit fact that—

(a) the Swan Brewery has increased its
price of beer five times in the past
12 months;

(b) there have been only two wage ad-
justments to brewery employees in
the past 12 months?

{2} Did the Minister see the statement in the
Daily News of 22 August 1984 that,
“The | September wage increases are to
bring members of the Liquor and Allied
Industries Employees’ Union into line
with other States™?

{3) Is it fact Swan beer is still 10c dearer per
glass of beer than any other State in
Australia, even including the north of
Queensland?

(4) 1f*Yes” to (1), (2) and (3), how can the
Government allow a similar price rise for
exactly the same reasons as outlined in
the Weekend News of 6 October, 19847

(5) Will the Minister also state why the .
Swan Brewery has been allowed to devi-
ate from the wages and prices accord?

(6) (a) Inview of the current attitude of the
Swan Brewery, will. the Minister en-
sure action is taken to bring its price
of beer into line with all other States
of Australia;

(b) if not, why not?
Mr TONKIN replied:
(1) (a) No;

(b) yes.

(2) Yes.
(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.

(5) See (1) above—I am not aware of any
such deviation.

(6) (a) and (b) No, the wholesale price of
beer in Western Australia is
cheaper than New South Wales,
Victoria and Queensland. It is also
comparable with South Australia.
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POLICE: FEDERAL
Port Hedland

1086. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Regional Development and the North West:

(4} {a) Is it the policy of the department to
provide its own pre-primary
centres on school grounds;

(b) if “Yes”, when does he anticipate
this aim to be fulty completed?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) 81.
(2) Please refer to the attached list.

(3) A lease is arranged after mutual agree-
ment is reached between the Education
Department and the owner of a building
over the length of the lease and the
annual rental. Rental valuations are
given by the Valuer-General's Office.

(a) Pre-primary centres are established

(1) Is he aware of the need for additional
Federal police at Port Hedland?

(2) What is the extent of the need for ad-
ditional Federal police for surveillance
duties at Port Hedland?

(3) As the Federal Government has refused
to acknowledge the needs of Port
Hedland, is the State Government pro-
posing to do so?

Mz GRILL replied: 4

(1) to (3) The Australian Federa! Police ser-
vice Port Hedland on a needs basis. At
present this includes weekly inter-
national flights and occasional investi-
gations by detectives. It is understood
that this matter is continually under re-
view,

The need for coastal surveillance has
been discussed between the State
Government and the respensible Federal

(b)

Pre-Primary Centre

with each new primary school built
and, subject to the availability of
funds, at other schools where there
is a need to provide additional
places for pre-primary children;

no target date is set for
completion of this programme.
List of Leased Pre-primary Centres

in Country areas.

Cost of Lease  Lease Eapiry Date
(Annpual

the

. Rental)
authorities. Both Port Hedland and H
w i i Adam Road (Bunb 1250 30/5/87
Broome were considered as the regional Au:nmdalem(ﬁ(:rrll:h:n ) 1 250 29/“/!9
co-ordination centre for the coastal pro-  avonvale (Northam) 40 Rencwed annually
tection unit of the Australian Federa] Baur(Port Hedland) Peppero Rencoond anmaally
Police. Broome was jointly selected, as Boulder Peppercarn e
- . . . wi
the littaral surveillance flight services Broome . 350 21N92
are based at Broome, as are federally ~Broomenil % A
funded fisheries inspectors and Depart-  Carey Park (Bunbury) 00 3/1/86
Carnarmah 25 17489
ment of Transport staff. Port Hedland arnarvon 1 ;83 }/:;gg
; ; : h Vall
was seriously considered and it can be Shpranteler | Pepperans 38148
expected that the area will be visited by Goake Poanl (Port Hetland) 750 14 /H;g;
Australian Federal Police for coastal Cranbrook 300 Renewed snnually
surveillance purposes at regular inter- Dawaline 223; :lf;ilég:
i 14
vals. B‘::#J;':,ung gg Rene;\lrjefsaggua Uy
Eaion o 750 zs/x’;sss
Esperance 1 Q00 171
EDUCATION: PRE-PRIMARY Geraldion wa
Gnowangerup
- idal Pe Renewed annually
Centres: Leased Kol ""mﬁ m:zls e
.. Kandini
1087. Mr TUBBY, to the Minister for Keoa' 300 31712487
Education: Kukerin 225 A ll]l /58
. E‘.‘ﬁm"“ 150 25/9/87
(1) How many buildings are leased by the Laverton lm!Jl i: :i!gg
Education Department for use as pre-  pontis $20 Varts
primary centres in country areas? ﬂ":':n?a' i /12/86
(- arra
. . 2/87
(2) Would he please provide a list and the }oor. ' ik
-cost of lease for each centre and the date Mt Barker ';:g:;::: ﬂj:g:.,
when each lease expires? Mt Tarmocla 750 31712/83
. Mukinbudin $00 3712787
(3) Would he please explain the arrange-  Mundijong 450 31/12/88
H. H " Norseman t 250 11/9786
ments for determining a suitable lease? North Kalgoorlic $19.52 30/6/88
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Pre-Primary Centre Costof Leasc  Lease Expiry Date
(Annual
Renmts)

Northam 500 1/4/8%
Northampton 400 9{"9;88
Nungarin 220 Rencwed annually
Onslow 100 28/5/8%
Paraburdoo 1000 2/2/87
Pemberton 520 3/2/48
Pingelly 550 1/1/86
Pingrup. 00 3/2/88
Quairading 15 171186
Ravensthorpe 750 31/12/38
Rocky Gully 100 1/1/86
Rocbourne 750 31/12/38
South Bunbury 50 1375787
South Hedland 750 1179787
South Merredin &00 312785
Southern Cross 500 2 2]85
Spencer Park (Albany) Nil 312786
Tammin 738 Rencwed annually
Toodyay 750 285788
1\;’:;::? wh) P 400 9/7/88

i ni e ppETCorn 2/2/87
Wafm (Unit 2) 780 2'['2?'81
Walkaway 150  Renewad snnually
Walpale 200 5/28187
Waroona 450.18 2 86
West Kambalda 300 f5 I{ 86
West Northam 500 2 sts
Wickepin 500 31/12/87
‘Wongan Hills 750G 2/2/86
Wundowie 400 Ij 87
Wyalkatchem 600 31/1 /84
Yerecain 300 31/12/85
Yark Ni!l  Renewed annually

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Bonds: Interest Rate

1088. Mr TUBBY, to the Minister for Minerals
and Energy:

(1) Is it fact that an interest ratc of only 5
per cent is paid on financial bonds
lodged with the State Energy Com-
mission when businesses are connected
with power?

(2) Why is the interest rate so low?

(3) Is any consideration being given to in-
creasing the interest rate?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) Notapplicable.

TRANSPORT: FREIGHT

Grain: Contract
1089. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Will he please table a copy of the grain
contract between the grain committee
and Westrail when it is completed?

(2} When is the contract expected to be
finalised?

(3) What is the estimated total tonnage of
grain expected to be harvested in West-
ern Australia this year?

(4) What tonnage of grain is expected to be
carried this year by—
(a) rail,

(b) road?

(5) What special arrangements have been
made to ensure the satisfactory transport
of the expected record grain harvest this
season?

(6) What storage capacity will be available
at the ports when the season starts?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Provided the parties concerned have no
objection I will table the document.

{2) Although a firm date is not available
early completion of grain contract can be
anticipated.

(3) 7.6 million tonnes.

(4) (a) 5.75 million tonnes—includes road
haul to railhead;

{b) 1.04 million tonnes—direct delivery
by farmers to ports;

0.81 million tonnes—contract by
road—excludes road haul to rail
head.

(5) A dctailed co-ordination of CBH and
Westrail planning to maximise the effec-
tiveness of storage and transport re-
sources has been in progress since early
in the season.

{6) Advice from CBH indicates the actual
storage capacity which will be available
at the ports will not be known until the
overcarry of grain from last season is
determined.

Total storage capacity at ports s
approximately 2 million tonnes.

TRANSPORT: DEREGULATION
Monitoring: Report

1090. Mr RUSHTON, o the Minister for

Transport:

(1) When will he table the ongoing monitor-
ing report on deregulation of transport
on LCL since 1 July 19827

(2) Will he please let me have a copy?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) I anticipate tabling the report sometime
during the coming two weeks.

(2) Yes.
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TRANSPORT

Co-ordinator General and Transport Commission:

Amalgamation

1091. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Is the legislation to create a Transport
Department and amalgamate the Co-
ordinator General of Transport Office
and the Transport Commission to be
introduced into Parliament this year?

(2) In what building is the new department
to be accommodated?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Legislation is presently being drafted,
and will be put to Parliament as soon as
possible.

{2) Accommodation options are being
examined.

SEWERAGE
Kelmscott

1092. Mr RUSHTON, 10 the Minister for

Water resources:

(1) Did he, last weekend, visit residents liv-
ing in the area of Kelmscott in which it is
proposed to introduce deep sewerage?

{(2) Why did he not let me know of his visit
considering 1 am the local member who
represents the electors, and residents,
point of view to him?

{3) Why did he make the visit?

(4) What majority point of view did he gain
from the visit?

(5) How many replies has the authority now
received from the residents in response to
its letter to the people seeking a
confirming opinion following receipt of a
petition strongly against introduction of
deep sewerage in the area designated?

(6) How many repliecs have—
(a) supported deep sewerage:
(b) opposed deep sewerage?
Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) to (3) I had planned a visit to Kelmscott
on Saturday, 6 October 1984 to study
the site of the proposed sewerage retice-
lation area Westfield 6A with a senior
MWA officer,

While discussing the sewerage proposal
with a resident on a radio talkback pro-
gramme | mentioned my proposed visit,
and as a matter of courtesy and at her

request, I agreed to meet with her at her
home. I was unaware that a Kerbside
meeting with a group of protesters would
be arranged.

(4) There were about 18 people present so it
cannot be used to sustain the idea of a
majority view as far as all the residents
affected by the proposed scheme are con-
cerned. However, the figures quoted in
(6) below indicate the views of the ma-
jority of respondents.

{5) 258 replies up to 10 October.

{6) (a)} 105;

(b) 153.

GAMBLING: LOTTO
Agencies: Charges

1093. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Administrative

Services:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the Lotteries
Commission is charging new Lotto
agents $1 000 2 year to join?

(2) Does the Minister’s department condone
this action by the Lotteries Commission?

(3) Does the Minister view this as another
attack on small business?

(4) Does the Minister intend to do anything
about this charge on new Lotto agents?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) T am informed that the Lotteries Com-
mission is applying a Lotto service fee of

$20 a week on new and transferred Lotto
agencies from 1 August 1984.

(2) Decisions of this nature are a matter for
the Lotteries Commission.

(3) and (4) No.

INSURANCE: BROKERS

Federal Legislation: Western Australian Licences
1094. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:

(a) Further to question 939, of 26
September 1984, in regard to the Feder-
al Insurance (Agents and Brokers) Act
1984, once the Act has been proclaimed,
will it be necessary for insurance agents
and brokers to be licensed under the
General Insurance Brokers and Agents
Act 1981;

(b} if so, why;
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if not, will the fees paid for the next
three years by the insurance agents and
brokers in  Western Australia be
refunded in proportion to the time not
required to be licensed in Western
Australia and paid for?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(a)

to {¢) Consideration is being given to this
matter.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LAND RIGHTS

1095.

Education Programme: Funding

Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister with

special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Having regard to the funding provided
by the Stale and Federal Governmenis
through the Commonwealth employment
programme to promote Aboriginal
land rights in schools, and referred 1o in
the media on 4 August 1984, is this pro-
gramme now (o be reviewed having re-
gard to the sugpested change in the pol-
icy of the State Labor Government?

Is the Inter-Church Committee on Abor
iginal Affairs using public funding to
promote a land rights policy for Aborigi-
nes which is opposed in part to the State
Government’s statemnent of principles?

Has the Inter-Church Committee on Ab-
original Affairs commented to the
Government on the “statement of prin-
ciples”?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1

(2)

)

it is my understanding that an allocation
from CEP funds was made to an inter-
church group to promote an education
programme regarding Aboriginal land
matters. This programme has a limited
funding period and is not to be reviewed.

It is my understanding that the pro-
gramme was educational and was not
concerned with propaganda.

Not to my knowledge.

1096, Postponed.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT

1097.

CORPORATION
Mineral Exploration: Equity
Mr PETER JONES, to the Premier:

(1) Is it fact that a director of the Western

(2}

(3)

Mr

Australian Development Corporation ap-
proached an international exploration
company operating in Western Australia
seeking equity participation in the
company’s Western Australian activi-
ties?

Is it also fact that the Western
Australian Development Corporation
was seeking equity participation without
making any capital payment?

Is it also fact the company was advised
that if it provided such equity partici-
pation, the Government would favour-
ably consider any applications the
company may make in the future?

BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) to {3) 1 have no knowledge of any such

approach and, in any case, the WADC
has no authority to commit the Govern-
ment to favourable or unfavourable con-
sideration of any matter. The member
might like to take this matter up with the
WADC.

ROAD: FARRINGTON ROAD
Premier: Discussions

1098. Mr PETER JONES, to the Premier:

(1) With regard to the controversy regarding
the dispute over extensions to Farrington
Road, has either the Melville or
Cockburn City Councils sought dis-
cussions with him in the past three
weeks?

(2) Have any discussions taken place with
either council by him?

(3) If any discussions have been held be-
tween himself and either council, what
was the result of these discussions?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) and (3) In early September I was

contacted by and spoke several times by
telephone with Mr Miguel of the
Cockburn City Council.

While { have not met with the concerned
parties, other Government Ministers
have met with the Cockburn and
Melville City Councils on this matter.
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RCAD: FARRINGTON ROAD
Kardinya Ratepayers Association: Proposal

1099. Mr PETER JONES, 1o the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Did he approach the Kardinya rate-
payers association for any suggestions or
any possible compromise which might be
considered to resolve the proposed exten-
sions ta Farrington Road?

{2) What was the basic position of the rate-
payers association?

(3) What were the details of any compro-
mise which the association indicated
might be acceptable?

Mr GRILL replied:

{1) No. However ] had discussions on site at
Farrington Road with a number of
people including persons who 1 under-
stand were members of the Kardinya
ratepayers association.

(2) The basic proposition put forward was
that Farrington Road should not be ex-
tended around North Lake.

(3) Some of the members said that they
would be prepared to accept a compro-
mise that saved Roe Swamp and in other
respects was similar to the second set of
recommendations made by the EPA.

TRANSPORT: WESTRAIL
Staff: Statistics

1100. Mr RUSHTON, to the Premier:

(1) Is he now in a position to answer my
question 992 of 27 September concern-
ing the Government employment stat-
istics?

(2) Will he please table his reply so that it
can be included in Hansard?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) An answer will be supplied in writing
shortly.

{(2) Yes.

ROAD: FARRINGTON ROAD
Plans: Amended

110i. Mr RUSHTON, 1o the Premier:

(1) When does he expect to answer my ques-
tion 941 of 27 September concerning
Farrington Road and adjacent streets?

{2) Will he please table his reply so that it
can be included in Hansard?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) An answer will be supplied in writing
shortly.

(2) Yes.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION
“WA Government Notes"”: Cost

1102. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier;

What is the all-inclusive proportional
cost of salaried staff, rent, electricity
ete. of the approximate yearly cost of
producing the WA Government Notes?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Separate Nigures for rent, electricity and
staff cannot be extracted as officers
involved in the preparation of WA
Government Notes are also engaged in
other duties.

1103. Postponed.

ELECTORAL: ROLLS
Deletions: Non-voters

1104. Mr MENSAROQOS, to the Minister for

Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

How many electors have been deleted
from the electoral rolls as a result of not
voting in the daylight saving referendum
and not being found at their registered
address by the postal referendum “Why
Did You Not Vote” inquiries?

Mr TONKIN replied:

6 995. The member is advised that fol-
lowing the 1983 general election 31 938
electors were removed from the rolls be-
cause they failed to reply to their non-
voler notices.

In 1983 the Government introduced
amendments to the Electoral Act which
were agreed to by the Parliament. These
amendments removed the obligation on
the Chief Electoral Officer ta delete the
names of all electors wha failed to reply
and substituted the obligation that be-
fore removal of such names he had to be
satisfied that the electors no longer lived
at their registered addresses.

The Acting Chief Electora! Officer is
satisfied that the 6 995 eleciors whose
names have been removed on this
occassion no longer reside at their
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registered addresses. Had the same rules
applied 10 the daylight saving refer-
endum as were operative at the 1983
general election, it is expected that the
number of removals for failure to reply
would have been at least 30 000

WATER RESOURCES: DAM
Stinton Creek: Submissions

1105. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Walter Resources:

(a) Adverting to question 2778 of 1984, has
he now received from the Metropolitan
Water Authority the summary of sub-
missions on the proposed Stinton Creek
dam;

(b} if so, would he table this summary?

Mr TONKIN replied:

{(a) Yes.
(b) Yes. The report is hereby tabled.
The paper was tabled (see paper No. 196).

PASTORAL INDUSTRY: LEASES
Appiicants: Conditions

1106. Mr MENSAROS, w0 the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:

{1) Is it the Government’s policy, as was
with successive Governments in the past,
to grant applications for pastoral leases
to applicants who bought their lease
from existing leaseholders and who can
adhere to all reguired statutory con-
ditions?

(2) If it is not the Government's policy,
would he please tell the House what it
is?

Mr McIVER replied:

(1) and (2) The question is not fully under-
stood but the Land Act confers upon the
responsible Minister in his absolute dis-
cretion, power 1o refuse or approve any
transfer of a lease.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: ARBITRATION
Federal and State Commissions: Joint Powers

Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Industrial
Relations:

Would he please tell the House what is
the Government's policy regarding the
recently reported recommendation of the
President of the Federal Arbitration
Commission, Sir John Moore, that the
State and Federal arbitration com-
missions should have joint and inter-
changeable powers?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The Government’s attitude concerning
joint and interchangeable powers for
State and Federal industrial tribunals is
set out in detail in its recent submission
to the Hancock committee of review into
Australian industrial refations law and
systems.

A copy of this submission will be made
available to the member by the Office of
Industrial Relations. The basis of the
submission is that it supports the exer-
cise by the State commission of Federal
powers in certain circumstances.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES: PUBLIC

SERVICE BOARD
Administrative Instruction No. 203
Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the

Environment:

Adverting to his reply to guestion 2729
of 1984, as six months have passed since
the original question, is he now in a
position te say whether the Public Ser-
vice Board’s administrative instruction
No. 203 prohibiting permanent employ-
ment in the State of migrants of non-
Australian birth, is going to be repealed?

Mr DAVIES replied:

This matter was referred to the Premier
and he advised that the Public Service
Board's administrative instruction 203
relating to permanent appointment is the
currend criteria applying in the service.

The Public Service Board's citizenship
requirement does not constitute discrimi-
nation but is an inherent job require-
ment. The matter is, however, being
further looked at by the Multicultural
and Ethnic Affairs Commission.



|Wednesday, 10 October 1984] 2261

ENVIRONMENT: WILSON INLET
Waterways Commission: Control

1109. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the

Environment:

Referring 1o question 2771 of 1984, what
results has he received from the depart-
ment’s monitoring and what advice, if
any, from the Environmental Protection
Authority regarding possible establish-
ment of a Waterways Commission con-
trol over Wilson Inlet?

Mr DAVIES replied:

The department’s investigations will in-
clude the summer sampling of algae in
Wilson Inlet. The gathering of this data
will mean that investigations and
reporting will probabiy be completed in
late autumn next year after full seasonal
information. The request for consider-
ation of Waterways Commission control
will then be considered in light of the
results of the investigations.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Station: Collie

1110. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Minerals and Energy:

{1) Invicw of the answer by the Minister for
the Environment to part (3} of question
2858 of 1984, is it a fact that the saline
cooling water blowdown from both the
existing power generators as well as the
proposed new ones around Collie is going
to be discharged via a pipeline into the
sea?

(2) What are the economics of such a
proposition if the proposed new power
station s not going to be built in
Bunbury, in which case the saline water
discharge pipetine could have served as a
way to convey Collie coal to Bunbury?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) In my reply to Legislative Assembly
question 899 of 26 September 1984 1
advised that planning for the proposed
Muja to Bunbury saline water pipeline
has been suspended pending a review by
the Public Works Department of man-
agement strategies to control the quality
of water supplied to great southern
towns.

(2) The transport of coal o the previously
proposed power station in Bunbury by a
slurry pipeline was studied in detail by

the State Encrgy Commission and found
to be uneconomic. The economics of the
prospective saline water pipeline are not
related to transport of coal by slurry
pipeline.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Station: Coilie

I1111. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the

Environment:

(1) Adverting to question 2858 of 1984 has
the environmental assessment proposed
to be submitted to the Environmental
Protection Authority been completed
yet?

(2) What form does this assessment
take—i.e. environmental review and
management programme or other docu-
ment?

(3) In cither case, will there be an oppor-
tunity for public hearing and/far sub-
missions?

Mr DAYVIES replied:
(1) No.
{2) Not applicable.

(3) This will be determined following advice
from the EPA . after it has received and
reviewed a preliminary draft of the docu-
ment.

HEALTH: MENTAL
Patients: Graylands

1112. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for

Health:

(1) What is the present hold-up in
transferring mental health patients from
the Graylands complex to the various
suburban annexes?

(2) When is it anticipated that the
changeover can now be expected?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) Transferring mental health patients from
Graylands will be undertaken once the
construction programme of all psycho-
geriatric  extended care units is
completed. This is scheduled for
December 1984.

(2) Immediately following the
completion/commissioning of all psycho-
geriatric extended care units.

1113. Postponed.
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PRICES AND INCOMES ACCORD
Parties, and Youth Unemployment

1114, Mr PETER JONES, to the Premier:

(1) With reference to the reply given to
question 691 of 1984 concerning the
prices and income accord, who are the
parties to the *“‘accord” referred to in the
reply?

(2) By what method has the “accord”
specifically assisted with youth unem-
ployment?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The accord involves all levels of Govern-
ment and the community.

(2) The accord replaced the disastrous poli-
cies of the previous Government which
saw a leap in youth unemployment in
Australia from 104 000 in June 1981 to
164 000 in June 1983.

The accord has provided the foundation
for the economic recovery now abun-
dantly evident throughout Australia.

Since June 1983, 196 000 new jobs have
been created and youth has benefited
from this growth in employment.

FORESTS: SAWMILLS
Softwoods: Pemberton

1115, Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Forests:

{1) Who is the owner of the Pemberton Soft-
woods Sawmill?

{2) Who is the current lessee of that saw-
mill?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The land on which the mill is located is
Land Act Reserve No.
29587—Pemberton  lots 235  and
241—vested in the Conservator of For-
ests for forestry purposes—pine saw-
mill-—with the power to lease.

(2) The current lessees are G.T. and B.Y.
Ryan.

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND

LAND MANAGEMENT
Amalgamation: Progress

1116. Dr DADQUR, to the Premier:

With regard to the proposed Department
of Conservation and Land Management,
will he list ali steps already taken
towards the amalgamation of the wildlife
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section of the Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife, the National Parks Auth-
ority and the Forests Department?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(a) An implementation group, working
under the direction of the Chairman of
the Public Service, was appointed to
draft legislation and to draw up adminis-
trative arrangements for the department.

(b) The implementation group, with the ap-
proval of the Chairman of the Public
Service Board, appointed 14 specialised
working groups to consider the structure
and function of specialised units of the
proposed department.

(c) The implementation group co-ordinated
the preparation of a budget for the
component agencies and the proposed
department.

(d) An information subworking group is cur-
rently examinig proposals for future pub-
lications from the new department.

(e} The implementation group is considering
options for accommodating the new de-
partment.

(f} A regional subworking group has pre-
pared draft proposals for the operation
of the regional management groups of
the new department.

(g} The implementation group has prepared
three information brochures on the ac-
tivities of the information group for cir-
culation to all staff members of the
component agencies.

(h) The Public Service Board has approved
the broad structure of the new depart-
ment.

BUILDING INDUSTRY

Building Advisory Committee: Hollow Concrete

Block Construction

1117. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Local Government:

(1) Has the Building Advisory Commitiee
yet completed its review of the question
of cavity walls in respect of hollow con-
crete block construction in Western
Australia?

(2) If so, what was the outcome of that re-
view?

Mr CARR replied:

(1) No.
{2} Not applicable.
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BUILDING INDUSTRY
Uniform Building Code: Change

1118. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Local Government:

(1) Has he received any request to change
the Uniform Building Code to allow the
construction of single wall cement block
houses in the goldfields?

(2) If so, what decision has he made with
respect to that request?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The Building Advisory Commitiee has
been requested 1o examine this issue.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY
Herb Graham House: Tender Documents

Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the tender
documents prepared by the State Hous-
ing Commission for the sale of the land
on which Herb Graham House now
stands stipulated—

(a) The commission is prepared to con-
sider only tenders which conform
with the present zoning and the suc-
cessful tenderer will be required to
enter into an agreement to the effect
that he will not seek rezoning of the
land for any other use prior to
completion of the approved develop-
ment,

(b) If the purchaser applies to the rel-
evant authority for rezoning of the
site within the prescribed pericd,
then the commission shall have the
option te repurchase the land at the
original sale price, less preparation
and transfer fees.

{c} That the condition referred to in (b)
would be protected by a caveat.

(2) Does the existence of these strict injunc-
tions against rezoning of the site explain
why the Minister consistently refused to
table in the House the documents of a
public nature relating to the sale of the
land?

(3) Has the Minister or the commission
given any consideration to its option to
repurchase the land?

(4) Will the Minister now give consideration
1o that point and/or ask the commission
to do so?

The SPEAKER: Order! One part of that
question might call for a legal opinion,
but the other parts of the question are in
order.

Mr WILSON, replied:

(1) to (4) If the Leader of the Opposition
puts that question on notice [ will con-
sider answering it.

Several members interjected.

Mr WILSON: The Government has consist-
ently adopted the position that the
Leader of the Opposition and his party,
when in Government, adopted, a position
which was against the tabling of docu-
ments from departmental files and it will
continue to adopt that position.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND

Education and Energy: Pilbara

296. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Treasurer:

Can the Treasurer outline what action
the Government proposes to take in the
Pilbara for provision of energy and edu-
cational facilities in the 1984-85
Budget?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I am delighted to provide the infor-
mation sought in such a reasonable
fashion by the member for Pilbara.

Mr Peter Jones: Are we going to have a long
answer or not?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It will be longer by at
least the length of the member's interjec-
tion.

The State Energy Commission will
spend $262.] million on further work on
the Dampier-Perth natural gas pipeline.

Completion of the Cape Lambert gas
lateral pipeline will greatly reduce the
Pilbara’s dependence on fuel oil for elec-
tricity generation.

It will result in power supplies for
Karratha, Point Samson, Roebourne
and, later on, Port Hedland, being
generated by the gas firing of the Cliffs
Robe River Iron Associates’ power
station at Cape Lambert.

A further $21.6 million being
allocated to the Pilbara integrated power
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supply scheme will enable the near
completion of the Cape Lambert-Port
Hedland transmission line and the
terminal at Port Hedland.

The Government is also maintaining its
strong commitment to the upgrading of
educational facilities in the region. A
total of $3.6 million has been ailocated
for this purpose in this financial year.

The figure includes $2.9 million for
further work on Karratha College, in-
cluding administration and technology
building, auditorium, student amenities
building and stage one of the student
residences building.
Out of a total allocation of $300 000 to
the Hedland College, more than
$250000 will be spent on residential
units for students.
Improvements and additions to a number
of schools in the Pilbara are also sched-
uled. These are—
Paraburdoo District High School,
$125 000;
Roebourne Primary, $87 000;
Marbte Bar Primary, $80 000;
Newman High, $50 000;
Tom Price District High, $50 000;
and
Wickham District High, $49 000.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED

297.

REVENUE FUND
Acquisition of Land and Property

Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:

In the Budget papers, the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure, the item,
“acquisition of land and property”,
which last year had an expenditure of
$278 300, is listed this year as $5.293
million. [ ask—

Could the Premier indicate what the
figure of $5.293 million for the acqui-
sition of land is for?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I do not have those details with me to
enable me to answer the member’s ques-
tion. However, if he likes to put it on the
Notice Paper, he will receive the full de-
tails involved in the purchase of the land
to which he refers. [ should say—as is
normal with this Goverment—I am sure
it is for an excellent purpose.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED

REVENUE FUND
Health: Allocations

Mr TROY, to the Minister for Health:

Can the Minister outline what amounts
will be spent on health projects in the
1984-85 capital works programme and
what the funds will be used for?

Mr HODGE replied:

A total of $52.1 million will be spent on
health projects in the 1984-85 capital
works programme. The figure represents
a $23.4 million increase on health capital
works for the previous year.

As foreshadowed after the June
Premiers’ Conference, the health pro-
gramme contains substantial funds to
restart the long-delayed Royal Perth
Hospital north block. The sum of $11.5
million has been allocated for the north
block development and new car parking
facilities at Royal Perth during the 1984-
85 financial year.

Apart from the north block development,
the State Government will spend $33
million on the advancement of
completion of health works in progress
and a further $7.6 million an new works.

In the metropolitan area, funding will
allow completion of the Rottnest Island
nursing  post, Lemnos  Hospital
administration block, Osborne Park
Hospital adult outpatient clinic, stage 1
extensions to the State X-Ray Labora-
tory and Swan District Hospital emerg-
€ncy centre.

Also completed this financial year will
be the psychogeriatric extended care
units at Armadale/Kelmscott, Bentley,
Lemnos, Osborne Park and Swan Dis-
trict Hospitals as replacement facilities
for Swanbourne Hospital.

Work will continue on renovalions to
Perth Dental Hospital, stages 1 and 2 of
the development of Princess Margaret
Hospital for Children, remodelling of Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital at the Queen
Elizabeth Medical Centre and extended
care assessment and restorative facilities
at Bentley and Osborne Park Hospitals.

An estimated $3.2 million on new works
in the metropolitan area includes ad-
ditions to the Western Australian School
of Nursing, a community health centre
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at Armadale and four group homes for
the intellectually handicapped.

In country areas, works which will be
completed include nursing posts at
Dongara and Kalbarri, a new ward block
and remodelling at Broome Hospital and
major redevelopment of the Esperance
and Merredin District Hospitals and the
Port Hedland Regional Hospital. Work
will also continue on the third stage of
the redevelopment of Kalgoorlie
Regional Hospital.

An estimated $1.6 million on new works
in country areas includes redevelopment
programmes at Albany, Augusta and
Kununurra Hospitals; improved
administration, outpatient, casualty,
operating and birth facilities at Broome
Hospital; a community health centre at
Bunbury, a public health complex at
Coonana and health clinics at
Noonkanbah and Parkeston.

PARLIAMENT WEEK

Seminar on Progress towards Parliamentary
Democracy in Western Australia

299. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

(1) Is it a fact that_the title of the seminar
organised by the Minister during Parlia-
ment Week was entitled “Seminar on
Progress towards Parliamentary Democ-
racy/in Western Australia™?

Mr_Tonkin: Do you say the seminar organised
by me?

Mr MENSAROS: By the Minister.
Mr Tonkin: 1did not organise it.
Mr MENSAROS: To continue—

{2) Is it a fact that the implication of this
title is clearly that we have no parlia-
mentary democracy and have to progress
towards it?

{3) Is it a further fact that papers delivered
at this propaganda seminar have been or
are being sent to every school in the
State, thus trying to influence both the
Government and the independent school
system with one-sided party propa-
ganda? \

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) to (3) I thank the member for Floreat for
that question. 1 think it illustrates once
again the very jaundiced attitude which

the Opposition has towards any dis-
cussion about parliamentary matters.

In the first place, as I am sure he would
know, [ did not organise the seminar, nor
did I suggest the topic. The seminar was
organised by a committee consisting of
various people, including academics.

Mr Mensaros: Qutside Parliament—it was an
administrative organisation.

Mr TONKIN: The committee which
organised Parliament Week had rep-
resentatives of parltamentary officers on
it.

Mr Mensaros: It was responsible to the Min-
ister because it was an appropriation not
of Parliament but of a department.

Mr TONKIN: That is true, but that does not
mean to say that [ in any way organised
that seminar.

Mr Clarko: You were responsible for it.

Mr TONKIN: I guess the Minister is respon-
sible for everything that happens under
his portfolio. | do not know who thought
up the title “Progess towards Parliamen-
tary Democracy”, but it was approved by

.- “the committee, It certainly was not a
committee of politicians, and I did not sit
on that committee. [ have been criticised
for not having politicians on the com-
mittee. I still think it was better ta have
Parliament Week rather than taking our
conflicts from here on to the committee
system. The topic was decided upon by
that committee.

Mr MacKinnon: A waste.

Mr TONKIN: If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition thinks a better understanding
of Parliament is a waste, that indicates
his attitude. The Opposition refused to
co-operate.

Mr Mensaros: | wrote a letter.

Mr TONKIN: 1 would have thought that a
person with the educational background
of the member for Floreat would he
aware that democracy is an absolute
term. It is part of a continuum. It is not
possible to organise any society as an
absolute democracy, because absolute
democracy means absolute equality—
absolute rule by the people. We would all
be aware that every system ever devised
does not attain that perfect end, there-
fore we are talking about progress
towards parliamentary democracy. We
have not said that there has been no
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progress, we are not saying that we are
at the other end of the continuum. In
fact I have gone on record repeatedly as
saying that our system is a great system,
It cannot be compared with a totali-
tarian system under which the majority
of people on this earth suffer.

Mr Spriggs: You should agree; it is the best in
the world.

Mr TONKIN : [ do not say that it is the best
in the world, because as members are
aware, one can have a situation where
representatives of 27 per cent of the
population have a majority in one House,
How can one say that that is the best
system?

Mr Spriggs: That is not true, and you know
it.

Mr TONKIN: [t is true. We have a system in
which a party which loses an election
wins more seats than the other side, as
happened in the Legislative Council last
year. One cannat call that the best
system.

Mr Spriggs: You are just trying to work the
figures 1o suit yourself,

Mr TONKIN: If one party gains more than
50 per cent of the vote and wins fewer
seats than the party which received 45
per cent of 1he vote, obviously something
is wrong with the system. However, [ am
not denying that we have had progress.

Since 1832 when the Legislative Council
was established—it was purely a
nominated Council then—we have made
progress towards parliamentary reform.
If one reads the papers presented at the
seminar—most of them were given by
academics—one {inds there was no at-
tempt to disguise the fact that we have
moved significantly towards parliamen-
tary democracy, but we have not reached
perfection. If any member would like to
say that we have reached perfection, I
would be astounded. The Government
looks forward to the continuation of that
progress.

The Liberal Party was represented at the
serninar, and people of any political per-
suasion could make their points known.
There is no question that seminars such
as that will help us to perfect the system.
By acting like spoilt schoolboys, mem-
bers of the Liberal Party do not do any
justice to politics and Parliament. They
confirm the belief held by many people
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that parliamentarians do not act respon-
sibly much of the time. If members of
the Liberal Party showed more maturity
and better judgement, they would co-
operate with the Government and have
discussions on the matter of Parliament.

Finally, I point out that I have been de-
lighted to see that several members of
the Liberal Party had their photographs
in local newspapers indicating they took
part in Parliament Week. 1 am pleased
that not all the members of the Liberal
Party took an obstructionist and negative
attitude towards this great innovation.

Once again, Western Australia leads the
way. Western Australia is the first State
to have had a Parliament Week.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND

Education: Increase

300. Mr D. L. SMITH, to the Minister for

Education:

Can he outline the increase in the edu-
cation budget over the previous year's
allocation, and the purposes to which the
funds will be put?

Mr PEARCE replied:

There has been 10.8 per cent increase in
the education budget over last year’s al-
location.

The Budget provisions will enable the
Government to make significant progress
towards introducing the necessary
reforms recommended by the Beazley
and McGaw committees on education.

The $688.1 million allocation is an in-
crease of $68.3 million. This vear's allo-
cation will allow the Education De-
partment to employ 485 extra staff—387
teachers and 98 support staff members.

The Government will also provide funds
for the employment of an extra 30 pri-
mary teachers above normal staffing
levels to make good its promise to put 50
extra teachers in the primary schools.
Twenty extra teachers were employed
afier last year’s Budget. This will help
to improve pupil-teacher ratios in the
early years of schooling.

Ten extra staff will be appointed to work
on  school  curriculum  changes
recommended by the Beazley committee.
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The Budget provides for an extra 25
teachers and 32 teacher aides to be
employed to work with handicapped chil-
dren.

Technical and further education centres
will be opened at Kellerberrin and
Manjimup to improve services provided
in rural areas.

The $53 million capital works pro-
gramme is the greatest ever in the his-
tory of education in this State.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED

REVENUE FUND

Country High Schools Hostel: Narrogin

301. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Education:

In the capital works Budget, some
$780000 is allocated to the Country
High Schools Hostels Authority, and in-
cluded in that is $200000 for works
already in progress. 1 ask—

In view of the commitment made, in
anticipation of the Budget, of some
$400000 for a new hostel at
Narrogin, does that mean that the
remainder of the capital works
Budget will be only $100 0007 In
other words, is Narrogin included in
that or not?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Yes, the forward commitment of the
money for the Narrogin hostel was made
in advance of the Budget because of the
unprecedented demand for hostel places
in country areas this year.

Brian Burke: We are so even-handed
about our approach, we actually
allocated some to your electorate in ad-
vance of the Budget.

Mr Peter Jones: You will also note that 1 did

not ask for this.

Mr PEARCE: Nevertheless, the electors of

the member for Narrogin came to me in
great profusion,

Mr Old: What sort of building will it be?
Mr Brian Burke: Fibro!
Mr PEARCE: Let me take one point at a

time, The sudden demand became obvi-
ous only when the peaple sought to enrol
their children. 1 received a deputation in
Parliament House and subsequently I
visited Narrogin, inspected the building,
and met the commiitee. As a result of

that, I approved of the increase in the
size of the Narrogin hostel from 200 to
250 people. That seemed very large to
me, but the Narrogin hostel people be-
lieved that was all right.

The demand was clear, so we made a
financial commitment to increase the
kitchen-dining room arrangement and
provide an extra wing at the hostel. [ am
not in a position to give precise details of
that. However, it will not be a fibro
building. It will be a quality brick build-
ing in accordance with the rest of the
hostel.

The situation of a number of hostels, in-
cluding Moora, Katanning, and Albany,
is being considered. The Albany situ-
ation was the subject of some discussions
today. If it is necessary to provide ad-
ditional places at all or any of those hos-
tels, the $100 000 will be a forward com-
mitment. The member will be aware of
the process whereby allocations are
taken over two years, with the bringing
on of the construction work ahead of the
second year’s commitment.

Mr Peter Jones: If you have to do all those

other things, you will need more money.

Mr PEARCE: That is right.

It is still not clear what additional
places will be necessary, and [ am
awaiting the return from overseas of the
Chairman of the Country High Schools
Hostels Authority before final decisions
are made.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED

REVENUE FUND
Allocations: South-eastern Corridor

302. Mrs HENDERSON, to the Treasurer:

Can he outline what provisions he has
made in the 1984-85 Budget for health,
education, and public transport for the
residents of the south-eastern corridor?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

1 am delighted to answer the question
from the member who, by the way, is
doing an excellent job in steering the
equal opportunity legislation through the
Parliament.

More than $10 million will be spent on
health and education buildings in the
southern and eastern suburbs of Perth.

The programme includes $2 million to
complete the  Armadale-Kelmscott
psychiatric extended care unit and
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$310 000 for a community health centre
at Armadale.

Additional stages will be built at the
Cecil Andrews High School, Armadale,
at a cost of $269 000.

The works programme contains more
than $1.7 million for the continued de-
velopment of Thornlie Technical Col-
lege.

On transport, MTT depots at the Cause-
way—3$400 000-—Gosnells—5$312 000—
and Kalamunda—3$340 000—will re-
ceive funds.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND

Education: Teachers

Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Education:

In relation to the section of the
Consolidated Revenue Fund Budget set-
ting out the teaching staff for pre-pri-
mary and primary education, the figure
shown for this year is 7 388 teachers.
The Minister has just explained that the
Budget provides for an additional 387
teachers. | ask—

Will he explain why only 7388
teachers are to be provided for pri-
mary and pre-primary education in
this year when in the previous year
there were 7 402, leaving a fall of 14
in the number of primary and pre-
primary teachers?

Mr PEARCE replied:

In the whole area of primary and pre-
primary teaching numbers there are
three shifts. To maintain the stafi-
student ratio between primary teachers
and students requires 120 fewer teachers
in 1985 because of the significant drop in
primary school enrolments. ~

Mr Clarko: I thought you were going to cut
down those teacher-student ratios.

Mr PEARCE: We are, and that is the first
shift. Instead of reducing the primary
teaching force by 120, we are reducing it
by 90, which means those additional 30
teachers go to improve the primary staff-
student ratio. In addition, those 20 extra
primary teachers we provided on the
same basis last year, are a contribution
to the staff-student ratio reduction.
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There is also an increase in the number
of pre-primary teachers, although the
exact number escapes me for the
moment. What we are getting is a re-
duction in primary teachers to maintain
the primary staff-student ratio, with the
additional primary teachers going to im-
prove the pre-primary staff-student
ratios and with the extra pre-primary
teachers being used not only to deal with
the increase in the number of five-year-
olds, but also to take some account of
our four-year-olds’ programme.

STATE FINANCE: CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND

Housing: Allocation

304. Mr BURKETT, to the Minister Jor

Housing:

(1) Can he outline whether there will be any
significant increase in the State Housing
Commission’s Budget allocation this
year?

(2) If so, how many new homes will be built
in the metropolitan area?

Mr MacKinnon: Were you asleep during the
Premier’s speech?

Mr BURKETT: 1 was not asleep, but the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition looked
abseolutely shacked out of his mind. I am
surprised he is up and about so soon.

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) and (2) I agree with the sentiments of
the member for Scarborough: The
Budget is so good it is worth repeating. [
really am very proud to announce a
$186.9 million allocation, the biggest
yet, to the State Housing Commission’s
building programme for the coming
year. It was an increase of $114.3 million
over last year’s figures. This year, 1 400
new homes will be built in the metropoli-
tan area, and 740 in the country and
north-west.

Funds to be made available for low to
moderate income earners through home
purchase schemes will be lifted to $69.3
million. This will be administered
through the State Housing Commission
and terminating building societies. The
programme will include a new rental
purchase scheme.

The SHC will have the flexibility to re-
spond to the needs of applicants and to
determine salisfactlory repayment terms
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and conditions. Existing rental tenants
will also be given the opportunity to ac-
quire their own homes.

The Government Employees’ Housing
Authority will undertake an $18.4
million programme to complete 225
units this year.

The Industrial and Commercial Em-
ployees’ Housing Authority and the
Rural Housing Authority will undertake
programmes of $3.1 million and $1.6
million respectively.

Expenditure on housing and related ac-
tivities in 1984-85 will amount to $210
million compared with $84.5 million in
1983-84.

FISHERIES: TUNA
Quotas: Sales

. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlife:

(1) Is the Minister aware—

Mr Brian Burke: How is that swimming pool
being received?

Mr WATT: What pool?

Mr Brian Burke: The one we have just
funded.

Mr WATT: The State did not approve it; the
State commitiee knocked it back twice.
The Federal Government funded it. To
conlinue—

Is the Minister aware that several
tuna fishermen are believed to have
sold their quotas to a South
Australian buyer?

(2) Of the quotas which came to WA and
totalling just over 2 700 tonnes, does he
have an estimate of how much has
already been sold or negotiated for sale?

(3) Has any estimate been made of the level
of quota which would need o be retained
in WA for the canncries to remain vi-
able?

(4) Is the Minister able to offer any advice
or information which might help to dis-
suade tuna fishermen from selling their
quota before delails of the Government’s
proposed assistance are announced after
next Monday’s Cabinet meeting?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) 1 have heard that some Western
Australian southern bluefin tuna quota
has been sold to South Australian
buyers, but it is impossible to verify that

(2)

(3)

(4)

at this time. It is noi possible to know the
amount sold or the amount that has been
negotiated for sale. I understand that
fishermen were informed towards the
end of last week by a telegram from the
Commonwealth Government of the ex-
tent of their quota, and it is therefore
unlikely that they would have quota cer-
tificates or any legal documentation
which would enable them to enter into
the transference of quota—but I do not
doubt that offers and acceptances could
have taken place.

Any accurate record of quota sales is not
possible and will not be until transfers
have been recorded.

The information the member seeks about
the level of quota which would be
required to retain both canneries in WA
in operation would be known only to the
canneries themselves, although | under-
stand that the throughput of at least one
of them depends to the extent of 30 per
cent on its tuna operations. The 1983-84
quota of 4 300 tonnes was, as far as | am
able to ascertain, pretty well all utilised
locally in those canneries, so it is there-
fore important, in fact essential, that the
transfer of quota to other States is absol-
utely minimised. The Government's
strategy is aimed a1l just this and at
minimising the dislocation that would
occur not only with the canneries but
also with the downstream industries, and
these probably represent an cven greater
employment force. The Government also
secks to ensure that the maximum time
for construction and reorganisation of
the tuna industry is available to the
people who are involved in that industry.

A task force was set up immediately
after meetings at Albany and Esperance
about three weeks ago, at which meet-
ings were received some public sub-
missions not only from the tuna industry,
but also from other interested bodies
within the towns. It was following upon
that that the task force, which also
involved industry, reported back with a
document which provided the basis for a
joint Cabinet decision by the Minister
for Regional Development and the
North West and me at last Monday’s
Cabinet meeting. The decision made at
that Cabinet meeting was announced in
a Press release by the Premier who
indicated that the Government would
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make available substantial assistance
and that this would probably be finalised
by the Cabinet meeting on Monday next.
However, | am very happy 1o be able to
inform the member for Albany that the
Premier and the Minister for Budget
Management have verified that the level
of aid contained in the package will be
put into effect immediately.

Brian Burke: That ts us, not the Com-
monwealth.

Watt: 1 appreciate it.

EVANS: 1 am not so worried about the
swimming pool as | am concerned about
the fishing industry. The administration
of the scheme will undoubtedly have to
be carried cut through the Department
of Fisheries and Wildlife, and there are
several administrative and legal details
being tidied up at present. But the prin-
ciple has been espoused and the
fishermen have been informed. The
package is in placc and hopefully
tomorrow the final details will be made
available to the fishermen,

I commend the task force and the
Government on the most expeditious
manner in which this matter was tackled

and for the level of assistance brought

into effect. It is never easy when dealing
with half a dozen Government depart-
ments to come down with a decision
within a matter of several wecks. I com-
mend strongly all those who have been
involved in this overall exercise.

By way of conclusion, I will ensure that
the member for Albany is given the most
up to date information as soon as it be-
comes available; that is, within the next
day or so.

ROAD: FARRINGTON ROAD
Environment and Funding
BLAIKIE, 1o the Minister for

Transport:

(1)

My question relates to Farrington Road.
[ ask—

Was the Minister reported correctly in
the Daily News of yesterday when it was
claimed that he wrote to the Common-
wealth Government in July last year and
said—

[ advise that in this submission

there are no environmentally signifi- -

cant projects for referral to the

(2)

(3)

Western Australian Department of
Conservation and Environment or
the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority.

Will the Minister now, with the advan-
tage of hindsight, advise the House of his
position and also the position of the
Main Roads Department in relation to
Farrington Road, its funding, and its fu-
ture?

Will the Minister table all the relevant
papers and correspondence relating to
Farrington Road that will indicate the
Government’s role in the subsequent se-
quence of events?

Mr GRILL replied:

4y

to (3) Yes, the information contained in
the Daily News was correct. However, a
pertinent point was omitted; namely, the
fact that once the red book
recommendations were accepted in prin-
ciple by the Cabinet, the Main Roads
Department almost immediately filed a
notice of intent with the Environmental
Protection Authority and then changed
its advice to me on environmental ap-
provals for the road.

Mr Blaikie: So it was the department’s fault,

not yours.

Mr GRILL: I do not think anyone suggests

that I was ever at fault. What | am say-
ing, if the member will listen instead of
trying to take some simplistic view of the
matter, is that once the red beok pro-
posals were accepted by Cabinet in May
or June of this year—

Mr Blaikie: In October of last year!
Mr GRILL: Accepted by Cabinet! If only the

member would listen. The Main Roads
Department then not only filed a notice
of intent with the EPA, but alse changed
its advice to me.

A letter was then sent to the Common-
wealth  Department of Transport
indicating that no funds would be
allocated for Farrington Road until such
time as the Environmental Protection
Authority had authorised the project.
That is what happened.

Mr Rushton: That was left out of the report.
Mr GRILL: That was left out of the report.

Mr

Blaikie:
papers?

Finally, will you table the
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Mr GRILL: T do not know what further

papers the member wants tabled. If there
are any particular papers he wants, [
would be more than happy to table them.
The member has already had tabled the
report from the EPA. 1 am quite happy
1o table any other documents in my pos-
session. Of course, in respect of a local
gavernment authority road a lot of
documention is in the hands of the rel-
evant shires. There is documentation also
with other departments which do not
come under my direction. Any docu-
ments I have the member can have if he
details what he wants.

TRANSPORT: FREIGHT
Air: Brunei-Perth

BEGGS, to the Minister for

Can the Minister say what progress has
been made on the application by the
freight operator Skytraders to operate
regular airfreight services between Perth
and Brunei?

Mr GRILL replied:

| am delighted to report that within the
last couple of hours I have been advised
by the Federal Minister for Aviation, Mr
Beazley, that he has given approval for
this service to commence.

The decision means that Skytraders will
be able to fly about 25 tonnes of perish-
able cargo to markets in Brunei and the
neighbouring Malaysian States of Sabah
and Sarawak each week.

1 have given this application my strong
support in recent months and I know the
decision will be warmly welcomed by ex-
porters and businessmen in Western
Australia.

It means that we have regained access to
a trade market which was lost when
Cathay Pacific replaced its Lockheed
Tri-Star with a Boeing 747 service direct
to Hong Kong.

[ regard the decision as a major break-
through in the Western Australian
Government’s overall strategy for
developing closer trading ties with
South-East Asia. It is imperative that
adequate transport facilities are provided
to complement and facilitate these trade
ties.

308.
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I would point out that the Skytraders
application is not the only one this
Government has supported. We are also
backing an application by a Western
Australian-based company Trans-Corp
to operate an international air cargo ser-
vice out of Perth.

In welcoming today’s decision 1 would
urge exporters and local businessmen to
support this new cargo service. We have
fought hard 10 pget it and the
businessmen have pressed hard for its
introduction. Now it is up to them to
support it.

HEALTH: HOSPITAL
Bentiey: Bookings
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Health:

(1

(2

(3)
(4)

()

Is the Minister aware that yesterday a
group of doctors met with the Adminis-
trator of the Bentley Hospital and were
informed by the administrator that no
surgery bookings would be taken after 31
October and no abstetri¢ bookings would
be taken after 1 October and that those
bookings that had already been made for
abstetrics in November and December
would have to be cancelled?

The Minister stated that doctors could
book obstetics if they had applied for and
taken sessians at the hospital.

[s the Minister aware also that for those
doctors who have applied for sessions at
the hospital, as yet no appointments
selection committee has been set up,
50 no appointments can be made? There-
fore, at Bentley Hospital it looks like a
complete close-down.

Will the Minister take immediate steps
to rectify this ridiculous situation?

Will the Minister have the decency to
honour those appointments that have
been made for expectant mothers in
November and December?

If not, where does he expect those
mothers to have their children?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1

to (5) No, I cannot confirm any of those
things. I am not aware of any meeting
that was held yesterday. If a meeting
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was held I am not aware of what was
said to whom. I can confirm that only a
few doctars have applied for the
appointed  positions  which  were
advertised. Unfortunately there appears
to have been a concerted boycott of the
positions.

|

In view of the reluctance on the part of
local doctors to apply for positions 1 am
now considering what action 1 will take
in future to ensure that a high standard
of hospital care is available to the resi-
dents of Bentley. I have not made a final
decision yet.



